
CHP investigates 33 additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, February 27, the CHP was investigating 33
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 10 984 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 10 983 confirmed
cases and one probable case).
 
     Among the newly reported cases announced, two are imported cases.
 
     A total of 195 cases have been recorded in the past 14 days (February 13
to 26), including 161 local cases of which 57 are from unknown sources.
 
     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).
 
     Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599J) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the compulsory testing notice. The public are also urged to seek
medical attention early if symptoms develop.
 
     The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.
 
     The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.
 
     "The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.
 
     "As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
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advised to maintain drainage pipes properly, regularly pour water into drain
outlets (U-traps) and cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use.
After using the toilet, they should put the toilet lid down before flushing
to avoid spreading germs."
 
     Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.
 
     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:

• Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;
• Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;
• Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
• Cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use;
• After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
• Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
• When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.
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Government maintains boarding
restrictions for places with severe
epidemic situation and compulsory
quarantine arrangements

     The Government announced today (February 27) that in view of the
continued severe global epidemic situation of COVID-19, it will maintain the
measure under the Prevention and Control of Disease (Regulation of Cross-
boundary Conveyances and Travellers) Regulation (Cap. 599H) to restrict
persons who have stayed in the extremely high-risk Group A specified places
from boarding flights for Hong Kong, as well as the 21-day compulsory
quarantine requirement under the Compulsory Quarantine of Certain Persons
Arriving at Hong Kong Regulation (Cap. 599C), the Compulsory Quarantine of
Persons Arriving at Hong Kong from Foreign Places Regulation (Cap. 599E) and
Cap. 599H for persons arriving at Hong Kong who have stayed in places outside
China.

     For better understanding by the public of the boarding and compulsory
quarantine requirements under the relevant regulations for persons that have
stayed in different places outside China, the Government has categorised the
relevant risk-based boarding and compulsory quarantine requirements for the
relevant specified places into three groups.

     Any person who has stayed in the extremely high risk Group A specified
places (i.e. Brazil, Ireland, South Africa and the United Kingdom) for more
than two hours on the day of boarding or during the 21 days before that day
are not allowed to board for Hong Kong.

     For the very high-risk Group B specified places and the medium to high-
risk Group C specified places, all persons arriving at Hong Kong (either via
the airport or land boundary control points) who have stayed in places
outside China on the day of arrival in Hong Kong or during the 21 days before
that day have to undergo compulsory quarantine for 21 days in designated
quarantine hotels. For persons arriving at Hong Kong who have stayed in Group
B specified places, they also have to present prior to boarding proof of a
negative result of a nucleic acid test for COVID-19 conducted within 72 hours
before the scheduled time of departure of the aircraft.

     Details on the grouping of specified places and their respective
boarding and compulsory quarantine requirements can be found
at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/high-risk-places.html.

     A Government spokesman said, "The Government recognises that the
measures in relation to Group A specified places are very stringent, and
maintaining the boarding restriction would inevitably affect the return
journey of a number of Hong Kong residents there. However, it is necessary
for the Government to extend the relevant arrangement, so as to protect the
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health of the overall community in Hong Kong by firmly guarding against the
importation of the new virus variants."

     The spokesman said, "The Government will continue to monitor closely the
situation, including the developments of the epidemic situation both globally
and locally and changes in the volume of cross-boundary passenger traffic,
and will adjust the boarding and compulsory quarantine requirements for
persons arriving at Hong Kong from other high-risk places when necessary."

Comirnaty vaccine arrives in Hong Kong
(with photos/video)

     The first batch of 1 million doses of the Comirnaty vaccine, jointly
developed by Fosun Pharma and BioNTech, will be delivered to Hong Kong by two
flights from Germany. A total of 585 000 doses of the vaccine has arrived in
Hong Kong today (February 27) and the remaining doses will be transported to
Hong Kong in early March.

     The Secretary for the Civil Service, Mr Patrick Nip, and the Secretary
for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, went to the airport today to
inspect the arrival of the COVID-19 vaccine in Hong Kong.

     After the arrival of the Comirnaty vaccine, staff carried out stringent
checking and inspection of the vaccine to ensure that it complies with the
product specifications and that the transportation process follows the
relevant cold-chain requirements. As the vaccine has to be stored in a
freezer at a temperature of -70 degrees Celsius, the Government has made
appropriate arrangements, including placing the vaccines in designated
storage facility and keeping all the vaccines in validated freezers to ensure
the proper storage condition of the vaccines in accordance with the
temperature indicated by the drug manufacturer.

     A Government spokesman said, "Following the arrival of the Comirnaty
vaccine, we will open the online booking system next week for the public to
make appointments to receive the Comirnaty vaccine. Detailed arrangements
will be announced at a suitable time. 

     "As the Comirnaty vaccine has stringent requirements for cold chain
management and requires proper thawing procedures, to ensure the quality of
the vaccines and that the vaccination procedures adhere to requirements, the
Comirnaty vaccine will be administered at the Community Vaccination Centres
(CVCs). The seven CVCs operated by the Hospital Authority will open first
while other CVCs will come into operation gradually."

     At present, the COVID-19 vaccines purchased in advance by the Government
are the inactivated virus vaccine from Sinovac Biotech (Hong Kong) Limited,
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the nucleic acid vaccine from Fosun Pharma and BioNTech, and the viral vector
vaccine from AstraZeneca and the University of Oxford. The purchase of
vaccines from different vaccine technology platforms is aimed at diversifying
risks and ensuring sufficient supplies of safe and efficacious vaccines for
the whole of Hong Kong.

     Comirnaty vaccine received authorisation for emergency use in Hong Kong
after the Advisory Panel on COVID-19 Vaccines reviewed its clinical data, the
overseas authorisation obtained, and other information relevant to the
safety, efficacy and quality of the COVID-19 vaccine.

     Members of the public may visit the designated website,
www.covidvaccine.gov.hk, to learn more about the COVID-19 vaccines and to
make appointments for vaccination via the round-the-clock booking system.

    

    

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
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the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rates in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the attached table.

Regional flag-selling activities
cancelled

     The Social Welfare Department (SWD) has been informed by three flag day
organisers that regional flag-selling activities in public places originally
scheduled to be held today (February 27) have been cancelled, a spokesman for
the SWD said.
 
     Three charities had been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold flag
sales from 7am to 12.30pm today. They are, on Hong Kong Island, Action Care
International Limited; in Kowloon, The Hong Kong Association of Senior
Citizens; and in the New Territories, Fung Kai Public School.
 
     For enquiries, please contact the organisations concerned. Contact
information of the organisations is as follows:
 

Region Name of organisation Contact
person

Contact
number

Hong Kong
Island

Action Care
International Limited Miss Chan 2886 0737

Kowloon
The Hong Kong
Association of Senior
Citizens

Mr Mak 2728 6278

New
Territories Fung Kai Public School Miss Yim 2670 9353

 
     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the issued
Public Subscription Permits have been published on the GovHK website
(www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search). Permits for flag days containing
information on contact methods of the flag-selling organisations and the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_flagdays) for
reference. For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678.
 
     In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.
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