Labour Department set up mobile
specimen collection stations to
provide free COVID-19 testing service
for foreign domestic helpers

The Labour Department (LD) today (March 14) set up mobile specimen
collection stations at popular gathering places of foreign domestic helpers
(FDHs) to provide free COVID-19 testing service for FDHs.

A LD spokesman said, "To reduce transmission risk of the virus in the
community, the LD set up mobile specimen collection stations at popular
gathering places of FDHs today and next Sunday to facilitate all FDHs in Hong
Kong to receive the COVID-19 test. We strongly encourage FDHs to participate
in the free testing to safeguard their health. We also appeal to employment
agencies and employers to encourage and arrange for FDHs to receive the free
testing service at designated mobile specimen collection stations. No prior
appointment is required. An FDH should bring along his / her Hong Kong
identity card or passport and can register to receive the testing service on
the spot."

The three mobile specimen collection stations were set up at Chater Road
Pedestrian Precinct in Central (near the bus stop), Hing Fat Street entrance
of Victoria Park in Causeway Bay (near Exit A2 of MTR Tin Hau Station) and
Lai Chi Kok Park entrance (near Exit D of MTR Mei Foo Station). Mobile
specimen collection stations will also be open next Sunday (March 21), from
10am to 5pm.

The testing agent will provide specimen collection service by combined
nasal and throat swab to FDHs receiving the test. Participants will be
notified of a negative test result via SMS. Positive cases will be referred
to the Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health (DH) for
follow-up and the DH will contact the participant concerned if it is
confirmed to be an infection case.

Moreover, the LD also arranged publicity vans today and next Sunday to
conduct mobile broadcasts in multiple languages at a number of popular FDH
gathering places, including Central, Causeway Bay and Mongkok, to call upon
FDHs to comply with the anti-epidemic regulations on the mask-wearing and
prohibition of group gatherings of more than four persons in public places.
The LD appeals to FDHs to exercise self-discipline and co-operate to fight
the virus together and abide by the law.

For enquiries, please contact the LD through the dedicated FDH hotline
at 2157 9537 (manned by 1823) or by email to fdh-enquiry@labour.gov.hk.
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Government makes “restriction-testing
declaration” and issues compulsory
testing notice in respect of specified
“restricted area” on Pok Fu Lam Road,
Central and Western District

The Government today (March 14) exercised the power under the Prevention
and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation
(Cap. 599]) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" (declaration)
effective from 7pm, under which people (hereafter referred to as "persons
subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted area" in
Central and Western District (i.e. Block A and B, Kingsfield Tower, 64-68 Pok
Fu Lam Road / 73-83 Bonham Road; Fung Lam Building, 35-37 Pok Fu Lam Road;
Tung Ming Court, 39 Pok Fu Lam Road; Lee Wai Building, 41-43 Pok Fu Lam Road;
and 63 Pok Fu Lam Road in Central and Western District; see Annex) are
required to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory testing. Persons
subject to compulsory testing are required to stay in their premises until
all such persons identified in the area have undergone testing and the test
results are mostly ascertained. The Government aims at finishing this
exercise at about 7am tomorrow (March 15), in order to achieve the goal of
zero cases in the district with concerted efforts.

A Government spokesman said, "Under Cap. 599], the Government can,
according to the needs of infection control, make a 'restriction-testing
declaration'. As there is a confirmed case recorded in Kingsfield Tower
recently, and there are sewage samples tested positive in Fung Lam Building,
Tung Ming Court, Lee Wai Building and 63 Pok Fu Lam Road, as assessed, the
risk of infection in the relevant area may be higher, the Government decided
to make a 'restriction-testing declaration' for the relevant area."

The Government will set up temporary specimen collection stations at the
"restricted area" and request persons subject to compulsory testing to
undergo testing before 2am tomorrow. Persons subject to compulsory testing
will be arranged to undergo nucleic acid testing at specimen collection
stations where dedicated staff will collect samples through combined nasal
and throat swabs. Persons subject to compulsory testing must stay at their
place of residence until all test results are ascertained to avoid cross-
infection risk. The Government will arrange door-to-door specimen collection
for people with impaired mobility and elderly persons.

"We understand that this exercise will cause inconvenience to the
public. The Government has made arrangements to carry out testing for all
persons present in the 'restricted area' as soon as possible at night after
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most people have returned home. The aim is to strive to complete testing of
all identified persons subject to compulsory testing and confirm the results,
and finish the exercise at around 7am tomorrow with a view to allowing
residents to start going to work at around 7am. The Government will make a
public announcement when the declaration expires officially. In the cases in
which employees are unable to go to work because of the declaration, the
Government hopes their employers can exercise discretion and not deduct the
salaries or benefits of the employees."

If staying in the "restricted area" will cause unreasonable hardship to
an individual who is not a resident in the area when the declaration takes
effect, government officers may exercise discretion and allow that person to
leave the area after considering the individual circumstances. That person
must have followed the instructions to undergo testing and leave his or her
personal information for contact purposes.

Persons in the "restricted area" who have undergone testing from March
11 to 14, 2021, and are able to provide the SMS notification through a mobile
phone or related certification containing the test results, are not required
to take the test again. However, they are required to stay in their premises
until all such persons identified in the area have undergone testing and the
test results are mostly ascertained. Also, according to the compulsory
testing notice issued today, any person who had been present at the above
buildings for more than two hours from March 1 to 14, 2021, even if they were
not present in the "restricted area" at the time when the declaration took
effect, must undergo compulsory testing on or before March 16.

The Government has prepared simple food for the residents restricted by
the declaration. The Home Affairs Department has set up a hotline (Tel: 2835
1473) which started operation at 7pm today for residents restricted by the
declaration to make enquiries and seek assistance. The Social Welfare
Department will also provide assistance to the affected persons.

The Government understands the residents in the district are anxious
because of the increase in confirmed cases recently and they are worried that
the resurgence of pandemic will affect their health and livelihood. The
Government hopes this temporary inconvenience will completely cut the local
transmission chains and ease residents' worries and fear, so that they will
regain confidence in resuming social and business activities in the area, and
return to a normal life.

The Government appeals to persons subject to compulsory testing for
their full co-operation by registering and undergoing testing, and waiting
for the results patiently at home. The Government will strictly follow up on
whether the persons concerned have complied with the compulsory testing
notices and "restriction-testing declaration". Any person who fails to comply
with the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be fined a
fixed penalty of $5,000. The person would also be issued with a compulsory
testing order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified time
frame. Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or the
"restriction-testing declaration" is an offence and the offender would be
liable to a fine at level 4 ($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.



Government makes “restriction-testing
declaration” and issues compulsory
testing notice in respect of specified
“restricted area” on 0ld Peak Road,
Central and Western District

The Government today (March 14) exercised the power under the Prevention
and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation
(Cap. 599]) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" (declaration)
effective from 7pm, under which people (hereafter referred to as "persons
subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted area" in
Central and Western District (i.e. Tower 1 to 5, Dynasty Court, 23 0ld Peak
Road, Central and Western District; see Annex) are required to stay in their
premises and undergo compulsory testing. Persons subject to compulsory
testing are required to stay in their premises until all such persons
identified in the area have undergone testing and the test results are mostly
ascertained. The Government aims at finishing this exercise at about 7am
tomorrow (March 15), in order to achieve the goal of zero cases in the
district with concerted efforts.

A Government spokesman said, "Under Cap. 599J, the Government can,
according to the needs of infection control, make a 'restriction-testing
declaration'. As there are confirmed cases recorded in Dynasty Court
recently, as assessed, the risk of infection in the relevant area may be
higher, the Government decided to make a 'restriction-testing declaration’
for the relevant area."

The Government will set up temporary specimen collection stations at the
"restricted area" and request persons subject to compulsory testing to
undergo testing before 0.00am tomorrow. Persons subject to compulsory testing
will be arranged to undergo nucleic acid testing at specimen collection
stations where dedicated staff will collect samples through combined nasal
and throat swabs. Persons subject to compulsory testing must stay at their
place of residence until all test results are ascertained to avoid cross-
infection risk. The Government will arrange door-to-door specimen collection
for people with impaired mobility and elderly persons.

"We understand that this exercise will cause inconvenience to the
public. The Government has made arrangements to carry out testing for all
persons present in the 'restricted area' as soon as possible at night after
most people have returned home. The aim is to strive to complete testing of
all identified persons subject to compulsory testing and confirm the results,
and finish the exercise at around 7am tomorrow with a view to allowing
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residents to start going to work at around 7am. The Government will make a
public announcement when the declaration expires officially. In the cases in
which employees are unable to go to work because of the declaration, the
Government hopes their employers can exercise discretion and not deduct the
salaries or benefits of the employees."

If staying in the "restricted area" will cause unreasonable hardship to
an individual who is not a resident in the area when the declaration takes
effect, government officers may exercise discretion and allow that person to
leave the area after considering the individual circumstances. That person
must have followed the instructions to undergo testing and leave his or her
personal information for contact purposes.

Persons in the "restricted area" who have undergone testing from March
10 to 14, 2021, and are able to provide the SMS notification through a mobile
phone or related certification containing the test results, are not required
to take the test again. However, they are required to stay in their premises
until all such persons identified in the area have undergone testing and the
test results are mostly ascertained. Also, according to the compulsory
testing notice issued today, any person who had been present at the above
buildings for more than two hours from March 1 to 14, 2021, even if they were
not present in the "restricted area" at the time when the declaration took
effect, must undergo compulsory testing on or before March 16.

The Government has prepared simple food for the residents restricted by
the declaration. The Home Affairs Department has set up a hotline (Tel: 2835
1473) which started operation at 7pm today for residents restricted by the
declaration to make enquiries and seek assistance. The Social Welfare
Department will also provide assistance to the affected persons.

The Government understands the residents in the district are anxious
because of the increase in confirmed cases recently and they are worried that
the resurgence of pandemic will affect their health and livelihood. The
Government hopes this temporary inconvenience will completely cut the local
transmission chains and ease residents' worries and fear, so that they will
regain confidence in resuming social and business activities in the area, and
return to a normal life.

The Government appeals to persons subject to compulsory testing for
their full co-operation by registering and undergoing testing, and waiting
for the results patiently at home. The Government will strictly follow up on
whether the persons concerned have complied with the compulsory testing
notices and "restriction-testing declaration". Any person who fails to comply
with the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be fined a
fixed penalty of $5,000. The person would also be issued with a compulsory
testing order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified time
frame. Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or the
"restriction-testing declaration" is an offence and the offender would be
liable to a fine at level 4 ($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.



Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at 9am today (March 14), 16 COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 10 755
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.

At present, there are 665 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 214 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 268 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 20 public hospitals and the North
Lantau Hospital Hong Kong Infection Control Centre, among which 13 patients
are in critical condition, 10 are in serious condition and the remaining 245
patients are in stable condition.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.

Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:

Patient
. Case numbers

condition
7175, 10929, 10937, 10943, 10956,

Discharaed 10970, 11003, 11020, 11043, 110653,

9 11084, 11107, 11116, 11119, 11125,

11191
1989, 3496, 6125, 6607, 6794, 8018,

Critical 8078, 9612, 9907, 10358, 10851, 10942,
10984

Serious 6386, 7468, 8221, 9055, 9135, 10367,
10585, 10865, 11040, 11055

Trawler suspected of operating
illegally intercepted in joint
operation (with photo)

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) today
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(March 14) announced the laying of charges against nine Mainland fishermen on
board a fishing vessel suspected of engaging in illegal trawling in Hong Kong
waters near Shek Ngau Chau.

When AFCD officers and the Marine Police mounted a joint anti-illegal
fishing operation in the abovementioned waters on March 12, a shrimp trawler
suspected to be trawling was intercepted for investigation. Some fishing gear
was seized on board.

Charges were laid against the Mainland fishermen found on board the
vessel. They were suspected to have contravened the Fisheries Protection
Regulations by using prohibited fishing gear. They will appear at the Fanling
Magistrates' Courts tomorrow (March 15).

An AFCD spokesman reminded the public that a ban on trawling had come
into force since December 31, 2012. According to the Regulations, any person
using prohibited fishing gear for fishing upon conviction is liable to a
maximun penalty of a fine of $200,000 and imprisonment for six months.

The spokesman said that trawling is a non-selective fishing operation
which damages the seabed and marine ecosystems. A ban on trawling brings this
harmful depletion to an immediate halt, enabling marine ecosystems to be
gradually rehabilitated to a sustainable level and be better conserved in the
long run.

The spokesman said, "The AFCD and the Police will continue to carry out
joint enforcement operations to crack down on illegal fishing activities."
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