
Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at 9am today (April 7), eight COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 11 163
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.
 
     At present, there are 651 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 197 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 133 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 20 public hospitals and the North
Lantau Hospital Hong Kong Infection Control Centre, among which nine patients
are in critical condition, three are in serious condition and the remaining
121 patients are in stable condition.
 
     The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
 
     Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:
 

Patient condition Case numbers

Discharged 11242, 11287, 11288, 11396, 11423,
11430, 11441, 11503

Critical 1989, 6607, 6794, 8018, 8078, 9612,
9907, 10358, 10942

Serious 6386, 7468, 9055

Update on cluster of Vancomycin
Resistant Enterococci cases at Tuen
Mun Hospital

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     Regarding an earlier announcement on a cluster of patients confirmed to
be carriers of Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci (VRE) in a medical ward, the
spokesperson for Tuen Mun Hospital made the following update today (April 7):
 
     In accordance with the prevailing infection control guidelines, the
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hospital has conducted contact tracing. Two more male patient (aged 53 and
69) were found to be VRE carriers without any symptoms of infection. One of
the patients is still hospitalised with stable condition, while the other one
has been discharged.
 
     The ward concerned has adopted the following enhanced infection control
measures:
 
1. Enhanced hand hygiene and stringent contact precautions;
2. Enhanced attention to contamination-prone procedures; and
3. Enhanced disinfection and cleaning of the ward concerned.
 
     The hospital will continue to adopt the enhanced infection control
measures and closely monitor the situation of the ward concerned. The cases
have been reported to the Hospital Authority Head Office and the Centre for
Health Protection for necessary follow up.

CHP investigates eight additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, April 7, the CHP was investigating eight
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 11 540 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 11 539 confirmed
cases and one probable case).
 
     Among the newly reported cases announced, six are imported cases and two
are local cases with unknown sources.
 
     A total of 122 cases have been recorded in the past 14 days (March 24 to
April 6), including 28 local cases of which eight are from unknown sources.
 
     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).
 
     Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599J) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the compulsory testing notice. The Regulation also requires all
household members of close contacts of confirmed cases to undergo a COVID-19
nucleic acid test within a specified period according to compulsory testing
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notices published in the Gazette. The public are also urged to seek medical
attention early if symptoms develop and undergo testing as soon as possible.
 
     The Government has launched the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme. Members
of the public are encouraged to get vaccinated. Details of the programme can
be found at the designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk).
 
     The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.
 
     The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.
 
     "The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.
 
     "As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly pour water into
drain outlets (U-traps). After using the toilet, they should put the toilet
lid down before flushing to avoid spreading germs."
 
     Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.
 
     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:
 
• Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;
• Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
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or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;
• Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
• After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
• Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
• When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

InvestHK encourages Russian companies
to expand in Mainland China via Hong
Kong

     Invest Hong Kong (InvestHK) co-organised a webinar with Moscow Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) today (April 7) to update Russian companies
on Hong Kong’s latest business environment under the new normal, and
encourage them to tap the business opportunities arising from the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) development.
          
     Speakers at the webinar provided Russian companies with the latest
information on business opportunities in Hong Kong regarding retail, e-
commerce and import trade. They also highlighted how the city can tap
opportunities amid rapid changes related to the world’s digital
transformation in the face of the global pandemic.
          
     The event started with welcoming remarks by the Vice President, MCCI, Mr
Suren Vardanyan, followed by a video presentation on Hong Kong under the new
normal. This included business opportunities, challenges and prospects from
the Associate Director-General of Investment Promotion at InvestHK, Dr Jimmy
Chiang.
          
     Dr Chiang said that the pandemic has fuelled a digital transformation
globally and Hong Kong is ready to benefit. The Hong Kong SAR Government is
committed to promoting the development of innovation and technology (I&T),
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with a special focus on research and development, state-of-the-art I&T
infrastructure, a tech talent pool, investment funding and other support
measures to improve the ecosystem for startups. Russian companies can
leverage the city’s sophisticated technology ecosystem to meet the growing
demand for digital marketing and technology related services in the Mainland
and across the region.
      
     He added that the GBA development offers huge business opportunities to
Hong Kong in various areas. He urged Russian companies to set up a presence
in Hong Kong and make use of the city’s status as an international finance
centre, the low and simple tax regime, its robust common law legal system and
vibrant business environment to expand into the lucrative Mainland market.
          
     InvestHK’s Principal Consultant in Moscow, Mr Leonid Orlov, told the
webinar, “Through this webinar, we aspire to unveil the unparalleled
advantages that Hong Kong grants to all sorts of entrepreneurial minds and
daring corporations eager to expand into Asia and globally with all our
expertise and care. I do envy those who are about to start this exiting
journey to the future.”
      
     Entrepreneur, Founder and Managing Director, Uvecon (Hong Kong) and Co-
Founder of Digital Week Online, Business Development Specialist, Mr Ivan
Ivanov, also shared his experience in doing business in Hong Kong,
highlighting the business opportunities in retail, e-commerce and importation
to Hong Kong.
          
About InvestHK
              
     InvestHK is the department of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government responsible for attracting foreign direct investment and
supporting overseas and Mainland businesses to set up or expand in Hong Kong.
It provides free advice and customised services for overseas and Mainland
companies. For more information, please visit www.investhk.gov.hk.
              
     For a photo of the webinar, please
visit www.flickr.com/photos/investhk/albums/72157718877981076.    
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Import of poultry meat and products
from areas in Poland suspended

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (April 7) that in view of notifications from the
General Veterinary Inspectorate of Poland about outbreaks of highly
pathogenic H5N8 avian influenza in NowosÄ…decki District and Limanowski
District of MaÅ‚opolskie Region; MÅ‚awski District of Mazowieckie Region;
CieszyÅ„ski District of ÅšlÄ…skie Region and MrÄ…gowski District of
WarmiÅ„sko-mazurskie Region in Poland, the CFS has instructed the trade to
suspend the import of poultry meat and products (including poultry eggs) from
the above-mentioned areas with immediate effect to protect public health in
Hong Kong.

     A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 13 500 tonnes of frozen poultry meat and
about 39.08 million poultry eggs from Poland last year.

     "The CFS has contacted the Polish authorities over the issues and will
closely monitor information issued by the World Organisation for Animal
Health and the relevant authorities on the avian influenza outbreaks.
Appropriate action will be taken in response to the development of the
situation," the spokesman said.
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