
Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at 9am today (April 17), five COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 11 258
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.
 
     At present, there are 658 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 214 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 138 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 18 public hospitals and the North
Lantau Hospital Hong Kong Infection Control Centre, among which four patients
are in critical condition, three are in serious condition and the remaining
131 patients are in stable condition.
 
     The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
 
     Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:
 

Patient condition Case numbers
Discharged 11474, 11475, 11550, 11583, 11603
Critical 6607, 6794, 8078, 9907
Serious 6386, 7468, 10358

CHP investigates 18 additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, April 17, the CHP was investigating 18
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 11 654 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 11 653 confirmed
cases and one probable case).
 
      Among the newly reported cases announced, 10 are imported cases and six
are local cases with unknown sources, while the remaining two cases are
epidemiologically linked with local cases.
 
     A total of 136 cases have been recorded in the past 14 days (April 3 to
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16), including 29 local cases of which six are from unknown sources.
 
     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).
 
     A passenger flight (KL819), operated by KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
arriving from Amsterdam to Hong Kong on April 13, had one passenger confirmed
to have COVID-19 through specimen collected at the DH's Temporary Specimen
Collection Centre, with one passenger who failed to comply with requirements
specified under the Prevention and Control of Disease (Regulation of Cross-
boundary Conveyances and Travellers) Regulation (Cap. 599H). The DH thus
invoked the regulation to prohibit landing of passenger flights from
Amsterdam operated by KLM Royal Dutch Airlines in Hong Kong from April 18 to
May 1.
 
     Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599J) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the compulsory testing notice. The Regulation also requires all
household members of close contacts of confirmed cases to undergo a COVID-19
nucleic acid test within a specified period according to compulsory testing
notices published in the Gazette. The public are also urged to seek medical
attention early if symptoms develop and undergo testing as soon as possible.
 
     The Government has launched the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme. Members
of the public are encouraged to get vaccinated. Details of the programme can
be found at the designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk).
 
     The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.
 
     The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.
 
     "The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.
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     "As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly pour water into
drain outlets (U-traps). After using the toilet, they should put the toilet
lid down before flushing to avoid spreading germs."
 
     Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.
 
     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:
 
• Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;
• Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;
• Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
• After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
• Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
• When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.
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MD announcement (2)

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

     Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at
suitable intervals:

     The Marine Department today (April 17) reminded masters, coxswains and
persons-in-charge of vessels navigating in Hong Kong waters to proceed at a
safe speed and exercise extreme caution because restricted visibility of less
than 2 nautical miles has been reported.

     Appropriate sound signals shall be made when underway or at anchor. All
vessels must comply with the International Regulations for Preventing
Collision at Sea.

     Also, when radar is used without the benefit of adequate plotting
facilities, the information obtained from the equipment is rather limited and
should be construed accordingly.

     Visibility reports are broadcast by the Vessel Traffic Centre (VTC) on
VHF channels 02, 12, 14, 63 and 67.

     In the event of an accident, a report shall be made immediately to the
VTC at Tel: 2233 7801.

HKSAR Government respects rights and
freedoms protected under the Basic Law

     In response to some bare assertions that the fundamental rights and
freedoms in Hong Kong have been undermined, the Department of Justice today
(April 17) issued the following statement:

     We take exception to those ungrounded comments made by certain
politicians. The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) always respects and attaches great importance to the rights and
freedoms (including the freedoms of assembly, of procession and of
demonstration) protected under the Basic Law. However, it should be noted
that such rights and freedoms are not absolute and may be subject to
restrictions which are, amongst others, in the interests of public order
(ordre public) and the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

     It is regrettable to note that the sentences imposed by court, in
exercising the judicial power independently, draw some criticisms which are
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believed to be motivated by political overtones. We reiterate that foreign
governments should not attempt to interfere in the HKSAR’s affairs under
international laws and principles of non-intervention. 

Appeal for information on missing
woman in Sham Shui Po (with photos)

     Police today (April 17) appealed to the public for information on a
woman who went missing in Sham Shui Po.

     Shek Lok-kiu, aged 24, went missing after she left her residence in Nam
Shan Estate on April 15 afternoon. Her family made a report to Police on the
next day.

     She is about 1.68 metres tall, 45 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. She has a long face with yellow complexion and brown straight hair in
shoulder length. She was last seen wearing a dark green jacket and carrying a
green rucksack.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing woman or may have seen
her is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Kowloon West on
3661 8036 or 9020 6542 or email to rmpu-kw@police.gov.hk, or contact any
police station.
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