Import of poultry meat and products
from Ostrowski District of Mazowieckie
Region in Poland suspended

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (May 3) that in view of a notification from the
General Veterinary Inspectorate of Poland about an outbreak of highly
pathogenic H5N8 avian influenza in Ostrowski District of Mazowieckie Region
in Poland, the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of poultry
meat and products (including poultry eggs) from the district with immediate
effect to protect public health in Hong Kong.

A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 2 920 tonnes of frozen poultry meat and
about 12.06 million poultry eggs from Poland in the first three months of
this year.

"The CFS has contacted the Polish authorities over the issues and will
closely monitor information issued by the World Organisation for Animal
Health and the relevant authorities on the avian influenza outbreaks.
Appropriate action will be taken in response to the development of the
situation," the spokesman said.

CHP investigates two additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

a€<«The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health
(DH) announced that as of 0.00am, May 3, the CHP was investigating two
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 11 787 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 11 786 confirmed
cases and one probable case).

All newly reported cases are imported cases.

A total of 101 cases have been recorded in the past 14 days (April 19 to
May 2), including 20 local cases (including one possibly local) of which nine
are from unknown sources.

The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
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cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.qgov.hk).

Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599]) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the compulsory testing notice. The Regulation also requires all
household members of close contacts of confirmed cases to undergo a COVID-19
nucleic acid test within a specified period according to compulsory testing
notices published in the Gazette. The public are also urged to seek medical
attention early if symptoms develop and undergo testing as soon as possible.

The Government has launched the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme. Members
of the public are encouraged to get vaccinated. Details of the programme can
be found at the designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk).

The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.

The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.

"The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.

"As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly pour water into
drain outlets (U-traps). After using the toilet, they should put the toilet
1lid down before flushing to avoid spreading germs."

Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.
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To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:

* Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;

* Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;

* Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;

 After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;

* Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;

* Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and

* When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

US Dollar Liquidity Facility tender
notice

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

US Dollar Liquidity Facility tender notice:

Tender date : May 5, 2021 (Wednesday)
Tender submission time : 9am to noon
Settlement date : May 6, 2021 (Thursday)
Repayment date : May 13, 2021 (Thursday)
Tenor : Seven Days

Amount on offer : US$10,000 Million
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Note: Licensed Banks interested in participating in the tender for the first
time are encouraged to provide US dollar settlement instructions by email
(settlementsection@hkma.gov.hk) to the Hong Kong Monetary Authority's
Settlement Team in advance, preferably two days prior to the tender. Required
information includes name of corresponding bank, name of final beneficiary
(must be the Licensed Bank participating in the tender), and account or CHIPS
number of a US dollar bank account to be settled in the US. Such information
needs to be provided once only, unless there is further change.

Speech by CE at Hospital Authority
Convention 2021 opening ceremony
(English only) (with photos/video)

Following is the speech by the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, at the
Hospital Authority Convention 2021 opening ceremony today (May 3):

Henry (Chairman of the Hospital Authority (HA), Mr Henry Fan), Tony (Chief
Executive of the HA, Dr Tony Ko), distinguished guests, healthcare
professionals, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this year's
Hospital Authority Convention. For the very first time, this year's HA
Convention is being held both in-person and online. But that should not
lessen the significance of this important gathering of health experts and
professionals held annually since 1993 in championing for quality care for
the people of Hong Kong. Indeed, the fact that we could host an in-person
convention when many places around the world are still battling against the
pandemic is a heartening confirmation of the strength and resilience of Hong
Kong's medical and health system.

This year's HA Convention takes place as the Authority celebrates its
30th anniversary. If not because of COVID-19 and the Government's anti-
epidemic measures in respect of border controls and social distancing, I am
pretty sure that HA would have organised a celebratory get-together for all
those who have helped to shape HA in the past three decades to have an
occasion for reminiscence and renewing friendship. Had there been such an
occasion, I would certainly attend as the Chief Executive of the HKSAR, but
more affectionately, as a former HA Board member and a close partner of HA in
my other official capacities. It is because of that association and
affection, many of my colleagues will tell you that I am very passionate
about how Government should devise its policies and plan Hong Kong’'s medical
services with an aim to safeguard the health of the population.


mailto:settlementsection@hkma.gov.hk
http://www.government-world.com/speech-by-ce-at-hospital-authority-convention-2021-opening-ceremony-english-only-with-photos-video/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-by-ce-at-hospital-authority-convention-2021-opening-ceremony-english-only-with-photos-video/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-by-ce-at-hospital-authority-convention-2021-opening-ceremony-english-only-with-photos-video/

While there is always room for service improvements, let me make it
clear that our healthcare system has actually served us very well amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic; both the public health and hospital systems have
effectively stood up to this unprecedented and daunting test over the past 15
months. Hong Kong is one of the few places in the world in which every
COVID-19 patient is being properly cared for, in terms of isolation and
treatment, in public hospitals and related facilities. The HA and healthcare
workers have worked throughout the pandemic with courage and dedication. For
that, you have my heartfelt gratitude and deepest appreciation. And I am
confident that, with your continuing commitment, Hong Kong will overcome this
pandemic. The question, of course, is when that will be. To a considerable
extent, it depends on the people of Hong Kong, on how quickly we can get the
great majority to take advantage of our free, community-wide vaccination
programme. I urge everyone to do so, sooner rather than later, in order to
protect yourself and your family, and if we are to return to normality.

In the 15 months since the COVID-19 outbreak, like many places in the
world, I believe we have learned a great deal about the strengths and
weaknesses of our healthcare system, and in particular, the direction we must
take, the policies and programmes we must implement if we are to respond
effectively and efficiently to a future pandemic or other major healthcare
challenges. So allow me to share a few of my thoughts on this occasion.

Let me begin with President Xi Jinping's keynote address at the opening
ceremony last month of the Boao Forum for Asia's annual conference. In his
speech, President Xi called on all countries to defeat the pandemic, and I
quote, "through solidarity and co-operation." This is, in my view, first and
foremost in defeating the virus.

Disease, after all, does not distinguish among races and peoples. It has
no regard for a country’s level of development. It observes no boundaries. A
virus needs no passport to travel from one place to another. In this 21st
century of economic globalisation and unfettered flow of people, we cannot
build a wall against disease.

The answer is therefore concerted efforts and co-operation, between
governments at the global and regional levels and across different sectors at
the local level. In our case, since the first infected case was confirmed in
late January 2020, the HKSAR Government set up a high level Steering
Committee chaired personally by the Chief Executive which comprises all
Principal Officials, as well as the Director of Health and the HA's Chief
Executive. An Expert Advisory Panel consisting of four public health and
medical experts was appointed from the same day to provide advice and
guidance to our work. Other advisory panels were subsequently convened to
help the Government to authorise vaccines for emergency use and to examine
post-vaccination matters. Co-operation also comes from various universities
in research and investigations, from the industrial sector in production of
PPEs, from the technology sector in coming up with innovative solutions on
medical surveillance and contact tracing, from the elderly care sector in
adopting infection control measures in their institutions, from the property
management sector in supporting our compulsory testing and enforcement



operations. It is therefore very disappointing that contrary to this joint
effort approach, some healthcare staff had chosen to politicise anti-epidemic
measures and engage in spreading inaccurate information.

My second takeaway is the importance of research and development (R&D)
and its application. In this respect, scientists all over the world have not
failed us. Within a much compressed timetable for trials and evaluations, we
now have vaccines authorised for emergency use which have been hailed as the
only way to get humankind out of this unprecedented public health crisis.
Given my Government’s commitment to innovation and technology, I have
attached importance to supporting R& almost from day one. By now, $170
million has been allocated from the Food and Health Bureau's Health and
Medical Research Fund and another $350 million set aside by the Research
Grants Council of the University Grants Committee to fund COVID-19 related
research. Some of these have already borne fruit. For example, rapid nucleic
acid tests for COVID-19 developed by the University of Hong Kong research
team are now being used by public healthcare laboratories in more than 70
countries and regions. The University of Hong Kong also picked up a "Gold
Medal with Congratulations" at the International Exhibition of Inventions of
Geneva for developing the world’s first nasal spray vaccine for COVID-19,
which is now undergoing clinical trial. An innovative sewage-testing tool for
COVID-19 has helped us to monitor the spread of the virus in individual
buildings. Based on these sewage findings, the Government has conducted
compulsory testing of about 130 buildings identifying more than 50 confirmed
cases. What is remarkable is that a significant number of the cases were
actually found before there was even a confirmed case in those buildings.

HA has also adopted technology usefully to provide care during the
pandemic. There's the mobile application "HA Go", which has piloted
telehealth consultation for psychiatric services using video-conferencing
technology, while health staff have made rehabilitation exercise videos
available to patients through "HA Go". And I know that 5G is now being
explored at Tseung Kwan 0 Hospital for real-time expert consultations and,
down the road, even the viewing of complex medical procedures.

My third observation is that with more and more Hong Kong people moving
to work and live in the Greater Bay Area Mainland cities, instead of
requiring these HA patients to come back to HA hospitals to receive service,
which has been impeded by the boundary control measures, innovative
arrangements have to be found. Supported by the HA, the Food and Health
Bureau has appointed an agent, in this case the University of Hong Kong-
Shenzhen Hospital, to take up consultations for HA patients in Guangdong. Up
to the middle of April, the Hospital has already conducted some 12 500
consultations involving 7 700 HA patients. This experience will provide
useful reference for facilitating people flow in the Greater Bay Area
development in future.

Finally, we have to recognise that the COVID-19 pandemic hit us at the
time when Hong Kong was still haunted by anti-Central Government and anti-
HKSAR Government chaos and violence since June 2019. One painful experience
we have had in the fight against COVID-19 is how destructive misinformation



could be. Despite that public safety is at stake, a small group of people
have repeatedly sought to undermine our anti-epidemic efforts, including
distorting the purpose of the universal community testing programme last
September or slandering Mainland vaccines. To counter that, my Government has
been highly transparent about our anti-epidemic initiatives and programmes,
and will continue to promote objective understanding through various means,
with a view to restoring and building trust in our community. It is through
such trust and professionalism that we will overcome this challenge together.

After we have dealt with COVID-19, we still have much to do to
strengthen our public health system to tackle the long term challenges. In
recent years, the Government has increased investment into this system to
serve the people. For example, a special funding arrangement for the HA has
been put in place to reflect the pressure arising from ageing of the
population. As a result, recurrent subvention to the Authority has increased
by almost 30 per cent over the past three years, amounting to $80.7 billion
in 2021-22. In addition, through two successive commitments, a total of $500
billion has been set aside for upgrading and expanding our medical and health
facilities. This includes two 10-year Hospital Development Plans which
together will provide an additional 15 000 beds, representing an increase of
about 50 per cent on top of the existing 29 000 beds in the Authority, and
related hospital facilities.

With enhanced hardware, we need to have sufficient manpower. It is no
secret that Hong Kong has been facing serious shortage of doctors, especially
specialist doctors, and such shortage has resulted in tremendous workload for
our existing doctors, especially those in public hospitals, and in long
waiting time for patients. Despite an increase in medical student intake into
the two local medical schools, we have to accept that this alone will not be
able to solve the problem, which is imminent. That is why I announced earlier
this year that we will put in place an alternative pathway for the admission
of non-locally trained doctors who are Hong Kong permanent residents to serve
in public institutions. The bill to amend the Medical Registration Ordinance
for this purpose will be ready later this month. And I appeal to our medical
fraternity for their support.

Ladies and gentlemen, this year marks the 30th anniversary of the
Hospital Authority. I know I speak for the people of Hong Kong when I say
that the Authority and its some 84 000 staff have served Hong Kong people
well. I take this opportunity to congratulate the Hospital Authority on its
continuing achievements, and sincerely hope that through solidarity, co-
operation, innovation, technology, communication and the building of trust,
we can all look forward to maintaining high quality healthcare for our
people.

I wish you all a very rewarding HA Convention, and a year blessed with
good health and happiness. Thank you.
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Music fountains at Kwun Tong Promenade
reopen

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) announced today (May
3) that the music fountains and interactive wet play areas at the Kwun Tong
Promenade have reopened after a thorough cleaning and the completion of a
pool water test.

Appeals are made to members of the public to exercise civic-mindedness
when using facilities at pleasure grounds. A person shall not obstruct nor
annoy any other person. The LCSD will continue to step up patrols at the
venue to ensure normal operation of the facilities and and the venue's
suitability for public use.
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