
Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Thursday,
May 13, 2021 is 100.9 (up 0.2 against yesterday's index).

Licence of employment agency revoked

     The Labour Department (LD) today (May 13) reminded operators of
employment agencies (EAs) to conduct their business in compliance with the
law and the requirements of the Code of Practice (CoP) for EAs at all times.
      
     The LD has revoked the EA licence of Alim Prima Employment Agency
located in Mong Kok. The EA failed to meet the requirements as set out in the
CoP, including failing to draw up service agreements with foreign domestic
helpers (FDHs), failing to include all required items in the service
agreements signed with FDHs and employers, and failing to include all
required items in the payment receipts issued to FDHs and employers. The
licensee concerned had appealed to the Administrative Appeals Board but the
appeal was dismissed.
      
     Under section 53 (1)(c)(iva) of the Employment Ordinance (EO), the
Commissioner for Labour may revoke the licence of an EA if he is satisfied
that the licensee concerned has not complied with the CoP.
      
     An LD spokesman said, "The CoP sets out the salient legal requirements
that EA operators must observe in operating their business, as well as the
standards which the Commissioner expects from EAs. The Employment (Amendment)
Ordinance 2018, which came into effect on February 9, 2018, stipulates that
the Commissioner may refuse to issue or renew a licence, or may revoke a
licence, if he is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the licensee or the
person intending to be the licensee of an EA, or a related person of or an
individual employed by the licensee or the person intending to be the
licensee, has contravened any provision of Part XII or any regulation made
under section 62 of the EO, such as overcharging job seekers or operating an
EA without a licence, or has not complied with the CoP issued under section
62A(1) of the EO."  

     The LD has revoked the licences of a total of five EAs from 2020 to the
end of April this year, including the above case.  
      
     For enquiries about matters related to EAs or complaints about alleged
malpractices, please call the Employment Agencies Administration of the LD at
2115 3667, or visit its office at Unit 906, 9/F, One Mong Kok Road Commercial
Centre, 1 Mong Kok Road, Kowloon.

http://www.government-world.com/effective-exchange-rate-index-751/
http://www.government-world.com/licence-of-employment-agency-revoked-19/


Phishing email related to Bank of
China (Hong Kong) Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited
relating to a phishing email, which has been reported to the HKMA.  A
hyperlink to the press release is available on the HKMA website.
 
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the email
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
the press release, and contact the Cyber Security and Technology Crime Bureau
of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.

CHP investigates three additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, May 13, the CHP was investigating three
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 11 818 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 11 817 confirmed
cases and one probable case).

     Among the newly reported cases announced, two are imported cases and one
is epidemiologically linked with a local case.
  
     The newly reported case with an epidemiological link with a local case
involves a 40-year-old woman (case number: 11816) who is a household contact
of case 11815 and she tested positive for immunoglobulin G earlier. Cases
11815 and 11816 both attended a family gathering on April 13 with case 11672
at Fung Hing House of Hing Wah (II) Estate in Chai Wan. Cases 11815 and 11816
subsequently attended another gathering at 37 Fuk Wing Street in Sham Shui Po
on April 18, which was also attended by three cases involving the N501Y
mutant strain confirmed earlier, i.e. cases 11773, 11793 and 11797.

     One of the newly reported imported cases involves a 43-year-old male
patient (case number: 11817) who lives in 29 Staunton Street, Central. He
went to France on May 6 and returned to Hong Kong on May 9. He tested
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negative for COVID-19 on May 6 before departure. During hotel quarantine
after he returned to Hong Kong, the patient developed fever on May 11 and was
sent to Princess Margaret Hospital, where he tested positive. According to
his epidemiological information, he is classified as an imported case from
France. Yet, as a prudent measure, the building in Staunton Street where he
had resided during part of the incubation period will be put under a
Compulsory Testing Notice (CTN) today.
 
     Following the announcement by the World Health Organization on the
classification of the variant strain B.1.617 as the fourth Variant of Concern
(VOC), after the three variants B.1.1.7, B.1.351 and P.1, the CHP will, with
immediate effect, use L452R as the indicator of the new VOC, similar to the
practice of using N501Y as the indicator for the other three VOCs. Cases
positive with L452R will be managed with the same epidemiological control and
prevention measures as those for cases positive with N501Y.

     â€‹Subsequent to the announcement by the CHP on the updated quarantine
arrangements of local COVID-19 cases with the N501Y mutant strain, the CHP
reminded that persons who resided or worked within the same building as the
residence of relevant cases and had been released from the quarantine centres
will be subject to compulsory testing on days 3, 7, 12 and 19 following the
announcement of the relevant confirmed cases by the Department of Health. A
CTN was issued on May 7
(www.gld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/202125124e/egn202125124278.pdf). They will also
be required to undergo self-monitoring until the 21st day.

       Specified persons in relation to the following specified premises are
reminded to undergo compulsory testing in accordance with the CTN tomorrow
(May 14):
– 37-39 Fuk Wing Street, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon.

     Members of the public can check the deadlines of compulsory testing for
respective specified premises as stipulated in the aforementioned CTN on the
Government's website
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk/pdf/CTN_Specified_premises_and_Dates_of_Testing.pdf).

      A total of 59 cases have been reported in the past 14 days (April 29 to
May 12), including eight local cases of which one is from an unknown source.
 
     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).

     Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599J) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the CTNs. The Regulation also requires all household members of
close contacts of confirmed cases to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic acid test
within a specified period according to CTNs published in the Gazette. The
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public are also urged to seek medical attention early if symptoms develop and
undergo testing as soon as possible.
 
     The Government has launched the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme. Members
of the public are encouraged to get vaccinated. Details of the programme can
be found at the designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk).
 
     The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.

     The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.

     "The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.

     "As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly pour water into
drain outlets (U-traps). After using the toilet, they should put the toilet
lid down before flushing to avoid spreading germs."
 
     Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.

     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:
 
• Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;
• Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
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sneezing;
• Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
• After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
• Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
• When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

EPD convictions in April

     Fifty-six convictions were recorded in April 2021 for breaches of
legislation enforced by the Environmental Protection Department.
 
     Five of the convictions were under the Air Pollution Control Ordinance,
seven were under the Noise Control Ordinance, 26 were under the Public
Cleansing and Prevention of Nuisances Regulation, two were under the Product
Eco-responsibility Ordinance, 14 were under the Waste Disposal Ordinance and
two were under the Water Pollution Control Ordinance.
 
     A company was fined $20,000, which was the heaviest fine in April, for
discharging waste/polluting matter into the water control zone.
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