
CHP follows up on COVID-19 preliminary
positive case of Tower 6 of Island
Harbourview

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (May 23) announced that it is following up on a preliminary positive
case of COVID-19 with the preliminary test result involving N501Y mutant
strain.
      
     The preliminary positive case involves a 46-year-old female Filipino who
is a domestic helper. She travelled to Pakistan with her ex-employer's family
in early February this year and returned to Hong Kong from Pakistan on April
3. She then underwent quarantine at Ramada Hong Kong Harbour View Hotel in
Sai Ying Pun from April 3 to 23. Upon completion of quarantine, she had
temporarily stayed in the flat of her ex-employer at 31 Tai Wong Ha Resite
Village between April 24 and 29, before moving to live in Tower 6 of Island
Harbourview in Tai Kok Tsui where her prospective employer resides at.
      
     She underwent testings at community testing centre on April 28 and May 7
and both tested negative. In accordance with the requirements of compulsory
testing notice, she underwent another testing at the community testing centre
in Henry G. Leong Yaumatei Community Centre on May 22 and the result was
preliminary positive. The preliminary test result by the DH's Public Health
Laboratory Services Branch revealed that the patient carries N501Y mutant
strain but does not carry E484K or L452R mutant genes. The patient has been
asymptomatic.
      
     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the above preliminary positive case are ongoing. The CHP has arranged to
transfer the close contacts of the patient to quarantine centre.
      
     A spokesman for the CHP said, "The CHP has announced earlier that for
N501Y case with unknown source, a 'restriction-testing declaration' would be
made towards the building on the day when a preliminary positive or
confirmation result is returned. Household contacts and people living in the
same subdivided unit as the confirmed case will be subject to 21 days
quarantine. Besides, all residents in the building would be subject to
compulsory testing on Days 3, 7, 12 and 19 counting from the day on which the
confirmed case left the building. Moreover, in case further cases are
detected in the same building, all residents of the building would be
classified as close contacts and placed under quarantine for 21 days as there
would be evidence of transmission."
      
     The Government has today exercised the power under the Prevention and
Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation (Cap.
599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" in Tower 6 of Island
Harbourview. The Government appeals to persons subject to compulsory testing
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for their full co-operation by registering and undergoing testing, and
waiting for the results patiently at home. 
      
     The spokesman also urges all individuals who are in doubt about their
own health condition, or individuals with exposure to infection risk, to
undergo testing promptly for early identification of infected persons.
Moreover, the Government has launched the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme.
Members of the public are encouraged to get vaccinated. Details of the
programme can be found at the designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk).

Government makes “restriction-testing
declaration” and issues compulsory
testing notice in respect of specified
“restricted area” in Tai Kok Tsui

     The Government today (May 23) exercised the power under the Prevention
and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation
(Cap. 599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" (declaration)
effective from 8pm, under which people (hereafter referred to as "persons
subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted area" in Tai
Kok Tsui (i.e. Tower 6, Island Harbourview, 11 Hoi Fai Road, Tai Kok Tsui;
see Annex) are required to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory
testing. Persons subject to compulsory testing are required to stay in their
premises until all such persons identified in the "restricted area" have
undergone testing and the test results are mostly ascertained. The Government
aims at finishing this exercise at about 7am tomorrow (May 24).

     A Government spokesman said, "Under Cap. 599J, the Government can,
according to the needs of infection control, make a 'restriction-testing
declaration'. As a preliminary positive case with an unknown source was
detected in Tower 6, Island Harbourview today and the preliminary test result
involved a mutant strain, the risk of infection in the relevant area is
assessed to be likely higher, so the Government decided to make a
'restriction-testing declaration' for the relevant area after the test result
was found positive."

     The Government will set up temporary specimen collection stations at the
"restricted area" and request persons subject to compulsory testing to
undergo testing before 12.30am tomorrow. Persons subject to compulsory
testing will be arranged to undergo nucleic acid testing at specimen
collection stations where dedicated staff will collect samples through
combined nasal and throat swabs. Persons subject to compulsory testing must
stay at their place of residence until all test results are ascertained to
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avoid cross-infection risk. The Government will arrange door-to-door specimen
collection for people with impaired mobility and elderly persons.

     "We understand that this exercise will cause inconvenience to the
public. The Government has made arrangements to carry out testing for all
persons present in the 'restricted area' as soon as possible. The aim is to
strive to complete testing of all identified persons subject to compulsory
testing and confirm the results, and finish the exercise at around 7am
tomorrow. The Government will make a public announcement when the declaration
expires officially. In the cases in which employees are unable to go to work
because of the declaration, the Government hopes their employers can exercise
discretion and not deduct the salaries or benefits of the employees."

     If staying in the "restricted area" will cause unreasonable hardship to
individuals who are not residents in the area when the declaration takes
effect, government officers may exercise discretion and allow that person to
leave the area after considering the individual circumstances. That person
must have followed the instructions to undergo testing and leave his/her
personal information for contact purposes.

     Persons in the "restricted area" who have undergone testing from May 21
to 23, 2021, and are able to provide the SMS notification through a mobile
phone or related certification containing the test results, are not required
to take the test again. However, they are required to stay in their premises
until all such persons identified in the area have undergone testing and the
test results are mostly ascertained. Also, according to the compulsory
testing notice issued today, any person who had been present at the above
building for more than two hours from May 3 to 23, 2021, even if they were
not present in the "restricted area" at the time when the declaration took
effect, must undergo compulsory testing on or before May 25.

     If there are candidates in the "restricted area" who need to sit for the
public examinations the following day but have not undergone testing from May
21 to 23, 2021, or are not able to provide the SMS notification through a
mobile phone or related certification containing the test results, the
Government advises candidates to go to the temporary specimen collection
stations at the "restricted area" as soon as possible and identify themselves
as candidates sitting for public examinations and submit relevant documents
(including admission forms) for proof. The candidates will be given priority
testing with a view to enabling them to obtain test results as early as
possible.
     
     The candidates concerned should go to the temporary specimen collection
stations in the "restricted area" with their identity document and admission
form as soon as possible for priority testing. It is the candidate's
responsibility to follow the testing process and go to the temporary specimen
collection stations as soon as possible for the test. Otherwise, the officers
will not be able to prioritise the testing of samples collected late.
     
     If a candidate needs to leave the "restricted area" for the exam centre
before the declaration is revoked, he/she can make a request to the
prescribed officers in the "restricted area", regardless of whether the test



result has been obtained or not. The prescribed officer may allow the
candidate to leave the "restricted area" after verifying that the candidate
has undergone testing as required and recording the relevant information of
the candidate. Candidates who receive a negative test result on their way to
the exam centres will be allowed to sit the exam as scheduled. For the safety
of all candidates, only those candidates who have obtained negative results
in the nucleic acid test will be allowed to enter the examination hall.
     
     The Yau Tsim Mong District Office has set up a hotline (Tel: 6278 0920)
which will start operation at 8pm today for residents restricted by the
declaration to make enquiries and seek assistance. The Social Welfare
Department will also provide assistance to the affected persons.

     The Government appeals to persons subject to compulsory testing for
their full co-operation by registering and undergoing testing, and waiting
for the results patiently at home. The Government will strictly follow up on
whether the persons concerned have complied with the compulsory testing
notices and "restriction-testing declaration". Any person who fails to comply
with the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be fined a
fixed penalty of $5,000. The person would also be issued with a compulsory
testing order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified time
frame. Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or the
"restriction-testing declaration" is an offence and the offender would be
liable to a fine at level 4 ($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.

HAD opens temporary night heat
shelters

     The Home Affairs Department has opened 19 temporary night heat shelters
for people in need of the service.
      
     The shelters will be open until 8am tomorrow.
      
     For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.
      
     The 19 temporary night heat shelters are located at:
 
Hong Kong Districts:
———————
 
Central and Western –
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun
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Eastern –
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay
 
Southern –
Wah Kwai Community Centre
Wah Kwai Estate, Kellett Bay 

Wan Chai –
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai
 
Kowloon Districts:
——————
 
Kowloon City –
Hung Hom Community Hall
1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom
 
Kwun Tong –
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin
 
Sham Shui Po –
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po
 
Wong Tai Sin –
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan
 
Yau Tsim Mong –
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei
 
New Territories Districts:
————————–
 
Islands –
Tung Chung North Park (Zone B) Activity Room
29 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung 

Kwai Tsing –
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung
 
North –
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling



 
Sai Kung –
King Lam Neighbourhood Community Centre
King Lam Estate, Tseung Kwan O 

Sha Tin –
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin 

Tai Po –
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 
Tsuen Wan –
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan

Tuen Mun –
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun
 
Yuen Long –
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long
 
Yuen Long –
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai
 
     The temporary night heat shelters will resume their functions as either
community centres or community halls in the daytime for hire by the local
community and cannot continue to be open as heat shelters. People may choose
to take refuge from the heat during the daytime in the common areas in any of
the 22 designated community centres or community halls. Their opening hours
are from 9am to 10pm.  For the addresses of the community centres and
community halls, please browse the following
document: www.had.gov.hk/file_manager/en/documents/public_services/emergency_
services/List_CH_CC_Day_E.pdf.

Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at 9am today (May 23), three COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 11 553
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patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.
      
     At present, there are 619 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 130 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 37 confirmed patients
are currently hospitalised in 14 public hospitals and the North Lantau
Hospital Hong Kong Infection Control Centre, among which two patients are in
critical condition, one is in serious condition and the remaining 34 patients
are in stable condition.
      
     The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
      
     The case numbers of the discharged, critical and serious patients are as
follows:
 

Discharged 11640, 11655, 11826
Critical 6794, 9907
Serious 10358

Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Swimming Pool
temporarily closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (May 23)
that Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Swimming Pool in Yuen Long District has been
temporarily closed for cleaning and superchlorination following the discovery
of a small amount of vomit in the pool.

     It will be reopened at 7.30pm today.

     The department appeals to swimmers to be considerate and to keep the
swimming pools clean. They are advised not to swim after a full meal and
should use the toilet facilities if necessary before swimming.
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