
Grading of beach water quality
released

     The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) today (April 30) released
the latest grading of water quality for 38 gazetted beaches (see Note 1) and
one non-gazetted beach (i.e. Discovery Bay, see Note 2).     
 
     Thirty-two beaches were rated as Good (Grade 1), six as Fair (Grade 2)
and one as Poor (Grade 3).
 
Grade 1 beaches are:         

Approach Beach Lo So Shing Beach
Big Wave Bay Beach* Lower Cheung Sha Beach
Cafeteria New Beach Middle Bay Beach
Cafeteria Old Beach Pui O Beach
Casam Beach* Repulse Bay Beach*
Cheung Chau Tung Wan Beach* Shek O Beach*
Chung Hom Kok Beach Silver Mine Bay Beach*
Clear Water Bay First Beach Silverstrand Beach*
Clear Water Bay Second Beach* South Bay Beach
Deep Water Bay Beach* St Stephen's Beach
Golden Beach* Stanley Main Beach*
Hap Mun Bay Beach* Ting Kau Beach
Hung Shing Yeh Beach* Tong Fuk Beach
Kadoorie Beach Trio Beach
Kiu Tsui Beach Turtle Cove Beach
Kwun Yam Beach Upper Cheung Sha Beach

 
Grade 2 beaches are:

Butterfly Beach* Hoi Mei Wan Beach
Castle Peak Beach Lido Beach*
Discovery Bay Ma Wan Tung Wan Beach*

 
Grade 3 beach is:

Anglers' Beach  

 
     Compared with the grading released last week, Discovery Bay has been
changed from Grade 1 to Grade 2, and Anglers' Beach from Grade 2 to Grade 3.
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     "The changes are generally within the normal range of fluctuation of the
bacteriological water quality of the beaches," an EPD spokesman said.
 
     Under the present grading system, beaches are classified into four
grades, namely Good (Grade 1), Fair (Grade 2), Poor (Grade 3) and Very Poor
(Grade 4), according to the level of E. coli in the water. Grades are
calculated on the basis of the geometric mean of the E. coli counts on the
five most recent sampling occasions.
 
     A summary of beach grades is published weekly before the weekend. The
latest beach grades based on the most current data may be obtained from the
EPD's website on Beach Water Quality (www.epd.gov.hk/epd/beach) or the beach
hotline, 2511 6666.
 
Note 1: The Leisure and Cultural Services Department has resumed lifeguard
services at 16 gazetted beaches, marked with an asterisk above, from April
16.
 
Note 2: Discovery Bay is a non-gazetted beach without lifeguard service.

Post-office employment for former
politically appointed official Ms Jade
Lai

     The Advisory Committee on Post-office Employment for Former Chief
Executives and Politically Appointed Officials has advised on the proposed
employment of Ms Jade Lai, former Political Assistant to the Secretary for
Home Affairs, after her departure from the Government on January 20, 2021. 

     The Advisory Committee considers that, subject to the observance of
certain restrictions it has advised, Ms Lai's proposed employment would not
give rise to any potential conflict of interest. The Advisory Committee also
does not anticipate adverse public perception to arise from the proposed
employment.
 
     The Advisory Committee considers and advises on the post-office
employment or appointments for former politically appointed officials. In
considering each case, the Advisory Committee has regard to the information
provided by the former politically appointed official concerned, the
assessments by relevant government bureaux or offices, and the criteria for
advice as stipulated in the guidance notes on post-office employment for
politically appointed officials.

     Details of the above-mentioned case are available at the Advisory
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Committee's website (www.ceo.gov.hk/poo/eng/index.htm).

     The membership of the Advisory Committee is as follows:
 
Professor Liu Pak-wai (Chairman) 
Ms Susanna Chiu Lai-kuen
Mr Simon Ip Sik-on
Mrs Margaret Leung Ko May-yee
Mr Thomas Brian Stevenson

Appeal for information on missing man
in Sau Mau Ping (with photo)

     Police today (April 30) appealed to the public for information on a man
who went missing in Sau Mau Ping.

     Pang Fu-on, aged 42, went missing after he was last seen in Lok Wah
South Estate on April 6 afternoon. His family made a report to Police on
April 13.

     He is about 1.6 metres tall, 81 kilograms in weight and of medium build.
He has a pointed face with yellow complexion and short black hair. He was
last seen wearing a red cap, white short-sleeved shirt, grey shorts and black
shoes.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Persons Unit of Kowloon East on 3661
0321 or 9020 2746 or email to rmpu-ke-2@police.gov.hk, or contact any police
station.    
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Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Friday,
April 30, 2021 is 101 (same as yesterday's index).

CFS announces food safety report for
March

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department today (April 30) released the findings of its food safety report
for last month. The results of about 4 700 food samples tested were
satisfactory except for six samples that were announced earlier. The overall
satisfactory rate was 99.9 per cent.
    
     A CFS spokesman said about 1 200 food samples were collected for
microbiological tests, and about 3 500 samples were taken for chemical and
radiation level tests.
    
     The microbiological tests covered pathogens and hygiene indicators; the
chemical tests included testing for pesticides, preservatives, metallic
contaminants, colouring matters, veterinary drug residues and others; and the
radiation level tests included testing of radioactive caesium and iodine from
samples collected from imported food of different regions.
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     The samples comprised about 2 100 samples of vegetables and fruit and
their products; about 300 samples of cereals, grains and their products;
about 500 samples of meat and poultry and their products; about 500 samples
of milk, milk products and frozen confections; about 600 samples of aquatic
and related products, and about 700 samples of other food commodities
(including beverages, bakery products and snacks).
    
     The six unsatisfactory samples comprised three samples of Chinese dried
white cabbage detected with excessive chromium, two raw milk samples detected
with coliform bacteria exceeding the legal limit, and a choi sum sample found
to contain excessive pesticide residue.
    
     The CFS has taken follow-up action on the unsatisfactory samples
including informing the vendors concerned of the test results, instructing
them to stop selling the affected food items and tracing the sources of the
food items in question.
    
     The spokesman reminded the food trade to ensure that food for sale is
fit for human consumption and meets legal requirements. Consumers should
patronise reliable shops when buying food and maintain a balanced diet to
minimise food risks.


