Speech by SJ at 8th IBA Asia Pacific
Regional Forum Biennial Conference
(English only)

Following is the speech by the Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam, SC,
at the 8th IBA Asia Pacific Regional Forum Biennial Conference today
(February 20):

Mr Menzer (Vice-President of the International Bar Association (IBA), Mr Jorg
Menzer), Mr Dhillon (Co-Chair of the IBA Asia Pacific Regional Forum Mr
Dinesh Dhillon), Mr Liu (Co-Chair of the IBA Asia Pacific Regional Forum Mr
David Liu), Winnie (Secretary of the IBA Asia Pacific Regional Forum and co-
chair of the conference, Ms Winnie Tam, SC), other friends from the IBA,
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good evening. I wish to begin by thanking the organiser, in particular,
my good friend Winnie, for inviting me to this dinner. I also wish to
congratulate the conference co-chairs and the conference organising committee
for hosting this eighth edition of the International Bar Association Asia
Pacific Regional Forum Biennial Conference. I was told that more than 360
persons coming from 36 jurisdictions have signed up for the conference. Apart
from 20 jurisdictions in the Asia Pacific region (including the Mainland and
Hong Kong), we have friends coming from South Asia, Central Asia, Europe,
North and South America, as well as Africa.

In 2008, Hong Kong hosted the IBA Asia Pacific Forum with the theme "New
focus of international business: Asia, the centre stage". Time flies. As at
today (February 20, 2025), what had been described as the "new focus" back in
2008, 17 years ago has become the "main focus".

In these circumstances, the theme of this conference is most pertinent,
namely "Vibrant Asia — Land of opportunity and promise". This theme, of
course, applies to Hong Kong, being one of the major international cities in
Asia. But I wish to be more specific tonight by spending the next 15 minutes
or so to convince you why, from the legal perspective, Hong Kong is a land of
opportunity and promise.

The short answer is that, as we always say, Hong Kong serves as the
"super connector" and "super value-adder" between China and the rest of the
world. We perform such roles by making use of our unique strengths and
advantages under the principle of "one country, two systems". One of these
unique strengths and advantages is that we have very strong rule of law based
on our common law system. You may wonder: there are many jurisdictions in the
world including Asia, which practise the common law; what is so special about
Hong Kong's common law system? My answer is that there are at least six key
characteristics of our common law system which, when combined together, have
rendered our legal system unparalleled.
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First, our legal system is very stable. Hong Kong is the only common law
jurisdiction in China. The continuation of the common law system is
guaranteed by various provisions in the Basic Law which implements the
fundamental national policy of "one country, two systems". It is most
significant to note that, in his speech delivered on July 1, 2022, at the
celebration of the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), President Xi Jinping made it crystal
clear that the principle of "one country, two systems" is a good policy that
must be adhered to in the long run. Equally important is that he mentioned
the common law twice in his speech. Apart from acknowledging the contribution
of the common law to the success of Hong Kong since China's resumption of
sovereignty over Hong Kong on July 1, 1997, he said that "The Central
Government fully supports Hong Kong in its effort .. to maintain the common
law ..". More recently, on December 20, 2024, at the celebration of the 25th
anniversary of Macao's return to the motherland, President Xi repeated that
"one country, two systems" is a good system that sustains the long-term
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and Macao. He also pointed out that the
values embodied in the principle of "one country, two systems", namely,
peace, inclusiveness, openness and sharing are relevant to not only China but
also the whole world.

Second, our legal system is very credible and reliable. In particular,
we have an utmost reputable and independent judiciary. The Basic Law provides
that our courts shall enjoy the independent power of adjudication and also
that our Court of Final Appeal (CFA) shall enjoy the power of final
adjudication. There are also express provisions which guarantee judicial
independence. For example, judges in Hong Kong are appointed on the
recommendation of an independent commission, with the only criteria
considered being their judicial and professional quality. Non-permanent
judges from other common law jurisdictions of the highest calibre have been
invited to sit on our CFA. The most recent appointee, former Chief Justice of
the Federal Court of Australia, Mr Justice Allsop, came to Hong Kong last
week to hear his first case. The judgments of our courts, in particular those
of the CFA, are often cited in other common law jurisdictions. All court
hearings, subject to very few exceptions, are conducted openly; and court
judgments are always published. These measures enable people to see that
judges have in fact discharged their duties independently without any
improper interference. A strong piece of evidence, which I will mention with
great reluctance, is that in litigation involving the Government, the
Secretary for Justice was, on some occasions, not the successful party. The
integrity and quality of our judiciary is never in doubt.

Third, our legal system provides a very safe and secure environment.
Fundamental human rights and freedoms based on international standards set by
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as
private property rights, are fully protected by Hong Kong law. Our law
enforcement agencies and regulatory bodies, such as the Police, the ICAC
(Independent Commission Against Corruption), the SFC (Securities and Futures
Commission), always enforce the relevant laws strictly and fairly. In this
respect, it is very important to note that we have consistently been ranked



as one of the least corrupt places in the world. According to the Corruption
Perceptions Index 2024 released by Transparency International very recently
on February 11, 2025, Hong Kong ranks 17 out of 180 jurisdictions, well ahead
of many Western developed countries such as the United States and the United
Kingdom.

Fourth, our legal system is very user-friendly. It is the only bilingual
common law system using both English and Chinese. This is important because
English is the linqua franca of the international business community. Our
laws (both substantive and procedural) are aligned with prevailing
international practices, and hence are familiar to the international
community. For example, our Arbitration Ordinance is based on the United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law Model Law. In the latest World
Competitiveness Yearbook 2024 published by the International Institute for
Management Development in June 2024, Hong Kong ranked first in "Business
legislation".

Furthermore, we strive to update our laws continuously to ensure that
they will meet the demand of the latest developments and trends around the
world. Let me give two examples. We have just completed a consultation in
relation to the proposed amendments to the Copyright Ordinance to cater for
the fast development of AI generated works. Second, a draft legislation is
now being considered by our Legislative Council which aims at creating a
regulatory regime for the issuance and offers of stablecoins.

Fifth, our legal system is well connected to both the Mainland and other
parts of the world. With the strong support of the Central Government, Hong
Kong has signed nine mutual legal assistance arrangements in civil and
commercial matters with the Mainland covering three main areas: first,
procedural assistance on, for example, service of judicial documents and
taking of evidence; second, arbitration-related assistance; and third,
reciprocal recognition and enforcement of civil and commercial judgments.
These MLA (mutual legal assistance) arrangements give Hong Kong an advantage
that is unavailable in other jurisdictions.

In this respect, it is necessary to mention the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA), which consist of nine cities in the Guangdong
Province, the HKSAR and the Macao SAR. The population of the GBA has exceeded
86 million; its size is similar to Croatia; its total GDP has already
exceeded Australia and is among the top 10 in the world. It is the home of
giant tech companies such as Tencent and BYD. Great efforts have been made to
harmonise the rules and regulations in the three different legal territories
in the GBA. For example, to promote and facilitate the use of mediation to
resolve civil and commercial disputes in the GBA, there is now a uniform set
of rules on mediation and also a consolidated panel of GBA mediators.
Furthermore, important measures have been introduced to give business
entities the option to use Hong Kong law in their contracts, and choose Hong
Kong as the place for arbitration when they set up their businesses in the
GBA. Just last Friday (February 14), the Supreme People's Court and the
Ministry of Justice of the People's Republic of China announced that Hong
Kong-invested enterprises registered in any of the nine Mainland cities in



the GBA may choose Hong Kong as the seat of arbitration. And for enterprises
registered in Shenzhen or Zhuhai, they may also choose to use Hong Kong law
as the governing law of their commercial contracts. These additional options
will certainly create more demands and, hence, opportunities for legal
practitioners in Hong Kong.

Sixth and lastly, we have very strong legal professionals and dispute
resolution institutions with high expertise and vast experience in providing
legal and dispute resolution services involving Mainland and international
elements. A very important point is that, while most of our lawyers are very
good at handling international legal issues, at the same time, they are also
proficient in both Chinese and English, and have intimate knowledge of the
Chinese culture and business practices. According to the latest statistics
updated to February 20, 2025, published by the Law Society of Hong Kong, 299
law firms have overseas offices, and 86 have representative offices in the
Mainland. Because of these strong Mainland and international connections, by
engaging a Hong Kong lawyer or law firm, the client would in effect be able
to obtain a one-stop legal service regarding different jurisdictions.

Our dispute resolution bodies are of course very popular and well
regarded worldwide. According to the statistics published by the Hong Kong
International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC) (the main arbitral institution in
Hong Kong), in 2024, 352 new arbitration cases were submitted to the HKIAC,
with the total amount in dispute reaching approximately US$13.6 billion. Both
figures represent a record high for the HKIAC. Parties from 53 jurisdictions
participated in these arbitrations. In 86 per cent of these cases, at least
one of the parties was not from Hong Kong; and in 14.5 per cent of these
cases, neither party came from Asia. These figures demonstrate and reinforce
Hong Kong's status as a world class leading and popular international
arbitration centre.

As there are many friends from the Mainland and other countries here
tonight, I wish to stress that we adopt a very open policy and welcome
lawyers from other jurisdictions to practise here in appropriate
circumstances. As a matter of fact, there are already 83 foreign law firms
and 1 571 foreign registered lawyers practising in Hong Kong. On the other
hand, King's Counsel from England come to Hong Kong from time to time on an
ad hoc basis to appear in difficult and complex litigations.

Turning to arbitration, we place no restriction at all on the
nationalities or professional qualifications of the parties, legal advisers
or arbitrators to participate in arbitral proceedings in Hong Kong. As a
further step to facilitate people from other places to take part in
arbitrations in Hong Kong, starting from next month, individuals
participating in arbitrations in Hong Kong may do so without the need to
obtain any employment visa. These individuals include not only to parties to
the arbitration, arbitrators and counsel, but also expert and factual
witnesses, tribunal secretaries, and tribunal-appointed experts. And it does
not matter that the seat of arbitration is indeed somewhere else so long as
the arbitral proceedings take place physically in Hong Kong.



While I am very confident that Hong Kong's legal system is unparalleled,
and provides abundant opportunities to legal practitioners from not just Hong
Kong but also the Mainland and other parts of the world, we recognise that
there is no room for complacency. Therefore, we will spare no effort to
further promote Hong Kong as an international legal and dispute resolution
services centre as well as a capacity building centre. I am excited to say
that the signing ceremony of the international treaty regarding the
establishment of the International Organization for Mediation (IoMED) will
take place in Hong Kong later this year. The establishment of the IOMED is
the result of successful negotiations between China and a number of friendly
states. Its headquarters will be located in Hong Kong, and it will be the
world's first intergovernmental international legal organisation dedicated to
resolving international disputes of different natures through mediation.

In addition, the Department of Justice established the Hong Kong
International Legal Talents Training Academy last November which aims at
providing capacity building programmes, organising practical training
courses, and international exchange programmes to promote sharing of
knowledge and experience among legal talents in the region and beyond.

I think I have said enough, and it is time for you to enjoy your well-
deserved dinner. To my dear friends coming from overseas, I do hope that,
apart from taking part in this conference, you will have some spare time to
explore our wonderful city. Seeing is believing. I am very confident that you
will be convinced that Hong Kong has remained to be a very open and vibrant
society full of energy, hopes and opportunities, as is always the case.

I wish you all a very pleasant evening. Thank you.

HKETO Jakarta celebrates Year of Snake
in Kuala Lumpur

The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, Jakarta (HKETO Jakarta) hosted
a Chinese New Year dinner in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, today (February 20) to
celebrate the Year of the Snake. Some 400 guests from the local government,
business, academic, cultural and media sectors attended the event.

In her welcome speech, the Director-General of the HKETO Jakarta, Miss
Libera Cheng, said that Hong Kong and Malaysia share robust and mutually
beneficial commercial ties, with both places being a top-10 trading partner
of the other. Bilateral trade in goods amounted to US$27 billion last year,
marking a significant year-on-year growth of 13 per cent.

"We congratulate Malaysia on assuming chairmanship of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) this year. Hong Kong echoes the themes of
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Malaysia's chairmanship, and will support relevant projects that would drive
ASEAN's inclusivity and sustainability. With the adoption of the Procedures
for Accession to the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
Agreement in September 2024, we will also continue to maintain close liaison
with ASEAN countries including Malaysia to foster favourable conditions for
Hong Kong's early accession to the RCEP."

Miss Cheng added that following the Chief Executive's visit in July 2023
and the visits by the Chief Justice of the Court of Final Appeal and the
President of the Legislative Council last year, Hong Kong and Malaysia have
forged frequent and comprehensive high-level connections. The Secretary for
Justice also led a delegation to promote Hong Kong's legal services in
Malaysia in September 2024, witnessing the signing of Memoranda of
Understanding between arbitration and dispute resolution bodies of both
places. She invited Malaysian enterprises to leverage Hong Kong's advantages
as a high value-added supply chain service centre, including the city’s top-
notch professional services and well-established financial infrastructures,
to deepen and expand their international business.

"On people-to-people ties, the performances by the Hong Kong Chinese
Orchestra, Hong Kong Dance Company, Asian Youth Orchestra and other groups in
Malaysia last year were well received by the local audience, showcasing our
rich culture and outstanding arts talent. Looking ahead, we will bring our
cultural exchanges with Malaysia to new heights in accordance with the
Blueprint for Arts and Culture and Creative Industries Development
promulgated in November 2024."

Dignitaries attending the dinner included the Deputy Minister of
Investment, Trade and Industry of Malaysia, Mr Liew Chin Tong; the Chinese
Ambassador to Malaysia, Mr Ouyang Yujing; the Director of Malaysia of the
Hong Kong Trade Development Council, Ms Hoh Jee Eng; the President of the
Hong Kong-Malaysia Business Association, Dato' Dixon Chew, and senior
representatives from other major local business chambers.

The HKETO Jakarta will host its Chinese New Year celebration in Penang,
Malaysia, next Tuesday (February 25).

CHP investigates food poisoning
cluster

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (February 20) investigating a food poisoning cluster affecting 17
persons, and reminded the public to maintain personal, food and environmental
hygiene to prevent foodborne diseases.
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The cluster involved three males and 14 females aged between 12 and 66,
who developed abdominal pain, diarrhoea, nausea, vomiting and fever about 23
to 50 hours after having dinner at the Grand Ballroom, Hilton Garden Inn Hong
Kong Mongkok, 2 Soy Street, Mong Kok on February 16.

0f those affected, nine persons sought medical advice, while one of them
required hospitalisation.

a€€A preliminary investigation by the CHP revealed that the affected
persons had consumed a variety of food items, including "siu mei", namely
roasted piglet and chicken and other hot dishes. Staff of the CHP and the
Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department have conducted an investigation at the restaurant, and examined
the cooking process and hygiene of the food.

The CFS's investigation revealed that the risk of cross-contamination
during the preparation process could not be ruled out. The CFS immediately
instructed the premises concerned to immediately stop serving all concerned
food items, suspend the operation of the "siu mei" section, clean and
disinfect the premises, improve the food preparation process and hygiene. The
CFS also took food and environmental samples for testing, and provided food
safety and environmental hygiene education to the restaurant staff.

The investigation of the CHP and CFS is ongoing. It cannot be ruled out
that the number of affected persons may increase.

To prevent foodborne diseases, members of the public are reminded to
maintain personal, food and environmental hygiene at all times. When dining
out, one should:

e Avoid eating raw seafood;

e Be a discerning consumer in choosing cold dishes, including sashimi,
sushi and raw oysters at a buffet;

e Choose pasteurised eggs, egg products or dried egg powder for dishes
that often use lightly cooked or uncooked eggs;

e Patronise only reliable and licensed restaurants;

e Store and reheat precooked or leftover foods properly before
consumption;

e Ensure food is thoroughly cooked before eating during a hotpot or
barbecue meal;

e Handle raw and cooked foods carefully and separate them completely
during the cooking process;

e Use two sets of chopsticks and utensils to handle raw and cooked foods;

e Avoid patronising illegal food hawkers;

e Drink boiled water;

e Susceptible populations, including those with weakened immunity, the
elderly, pregnant women and young children are at a higher risk of
foodborne diseases, so they should not consume raw or undercooked foods;

e Refrain from trying to use salt, vinegar, wine or wasabi to kill
bacteria as they are not effective; and

e Always wash hands before eating and after going to the toilet.



LegCo Subcommittee on Issues Relating
to the Development of Web3 and Virtual
Assets visits Consensus Hong Kong
(with photos)

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

The Legislative Council (LegCo) Subcommittee on Issues Relating to the
Development of Web3 and Virtual Assets visited Consensus Hong Kong at Hong
Kong Conventional and Exhibition Centre in Wan Chai today (February 20) to
gain insight into the international meeting and exhibition about the
cryptocurrency, blockchain and Web 3 industries, which is being held for the
first time in Hong Kong.

Members received a briefing by representatives of Consensus Hong Kong on
the features of various stages and events, as well as the reasons for
choosing Hong Kong as the host city. Members noted that Consensus Hong Kong
brings together leaders, investors and startups from the global
cryptocurrency, blockchain, Web3 and fintech industries. Through keynote
speeches, summits, and investor matchmaking activities, the participants
explore popular topics and future trends related to virtual assets, open
currencies, and artificial intelligence.

Members then learned the competitions of Web3 startups and innovative
blockchain solutions, noting that these contests allow promising startups to
showcase their proposals and inspire innovative ideas. During the visit,
Members exchanged views with representatives of Consensus Hong Kong on
driving the growth of the Web3 ecosystem, developing the crypto economy, and
exploring business opportunities. Members also opined that the successful
hosting of the event in Hong Kong is a manifestation of global confidence in
Hong Kong's development in the Web3 sector. It also facilitates local
businesses to expand their networks, and connect with the world.

Members who participated in the visit were the Chairman of the
Subcommittee, Dr Johnny Ng, Subcommittee members Mr Ma Fung-kwok and Ms
Carmen Kan.
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Remarks by SCST at media session (with

video)

Following are the remarks by the Secretary for Culture, Sports and
Tourism, Miss Rosanna Law, at a media session about the Kai Tak Sports Park
grand opening ceremony and arrangements for purchasing tickets to the
ceremony today (February 20):

Reporter: Would the Government do real-name registration to counter ticket
scalping? For people from overseas, how could they tune in to the ceremony?
Will there be live signal on Youtube, or any other kind of platforms?

Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism: For overseas viewers, they can
also view through the apps or through the channels of our different free TV
channels, through their apps, through the arrangements. They can watch it
together with Hong Kong audience at 9.30pm at home in their countries or in
their areas. There is no problem.

For scalping, first of all, we are selling the tickets through URBTIX.
We have, of course, a series of different arrangements to ensure that fair
arrangements for ticketing will be introduced and implemented. Secondly, it
is also important to remind everybody that scalping is actually illegal in
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respect of shows staged in Kai Tak Sports Park. I invite and I urge all
viewers and supporters of the event to get their tickets through the normal
channel, through the proper official channel. And if you fail to do so, it
doesn't really matter because we have arranged free TV broadcast that
particular night at 9.30pm, so there is no need really for any scalping, or
to support these ticketing arrangements.

Reporter: What considerations have been made regarding the Government's
deficit for the budget of the ceremony? Second question is, in terms of
tickets, where would the proceeds go to?

Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism: Without excluding costs, all the
proceeds will go to the Community Chest of Hong Kong for charitable use. For
the budget, of course, given the size of the Main Stadium of Kai Tak Sports
Park and given also the involvement of quite a number of crews, staff
members, given the involvement of a series of different settings, and also
multi-visual and multimedia channels, we of course have included or reserved
sufficient production budget for the event.

But we will also be very mindful of ensuring that we will do it very,
very efficiently and effectively. And I have to give special thanks to all
the participating artists, actors and performers. Most of them actually do
not require us to provide special remuneration aside from the minimum (cost),
for example, the make-up or hair-do, the minimum for the performance. We are
really, truly grateful for their participation, for their support and for
their generosity.

Let me assure everybody that we will be very, very careful to make sure
that the opening ceremony would be staged with a reasonable budget. The cost
is capped to a minimum, but still (the event is) spectacular and enjoyable.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the remarks.)



