
Red tides sighted

     â€‹Two red tides were sighted during the past week, the Inter-
departmental Red Tide Working Group reported today (February 21).

     On February 15, staff of the Marine Department spotted a red tide at Sha
Tin Hoi to Pak Shek Kok. Another red tide was spotted at Shing Mun River
Channel on February 18 by staff of the Environmental Protection Department.
Both red tides still persist and no associated fish deaths have been reported
as of today.

     A spokesman for the working group said, "The red tide was formed by
Asterionellopsis glacialis, which is commonly found in Hong Kong waters and
non-toxic."

     Red tide is a natural phenomenon. The Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department's proactive phytoplankton monitoring programme will
continue to monitor red tide occurrences to minimise the impact on the
mariculture industry and the public.

Toddler and paediatric formulation of
JN.1 COVID-19 vaccines to be provided
end of month

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced today (February 21) that starting from February 25, the JN.1
vaccine will be provided to infants and children aged 6 months to 11 years,
replacing the XBB mRNA vaccine (XBB vaccine) currently in use. The CHP also
urges those who have not received the initial dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
(including infants and children) to get vaccinated as soon as possible. Those
at high risk (particularly the elderly and persons with underlying
comorbidities) should receive a booster dose as soon as possible for
effective prevention against COVID-19.
 
Vaccine supply
———————
     Given that the predominant strains circulating in Hong Kong are JN.1 and
its descendant lineages, the World Health Organization (WHO), and the
Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases and the Scientific
Committee on Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases under the CHP have recommended
the use of JN.1 lineage COVID-19 vaccines earlier.

     In light of the above, the Government has been offering the JN.1 vaccine
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to persons aged 12 years or above under the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme
since November 19 last year and has actively procured the toddler and
paediatric JN.1 formulation for infants and children aged 6 months to 11
years. 
     â€‹
     About 6 000 doses of Comirnaty JN.1 toddler and paediatric formulation
(around 3 000 doses each) have recently arrived in Hong Kong. After stringent
checks and inspections to ensure that the vaccine complies with product
specifications and relevant cold-chain standards, Government staff have
properly stored the vaccines in validated ultra-low temperature freezers at
the temperature specified by the drug manufacturer. The Government will,
taking into account future vaccine demand, procure COVID-19 vaccines from
suppliers in a timely manner.
 
Booking and vaccination arrangements
——————————————
     Under the Government COVID-19 Vaccination Programme, persons aged 6
months or above can receive free initial dose(s). High-risk priority groups
can receive booster doses for free at least six months after the last dose or
COVID-19 infection (whichever is later), regardless of the number of doses
received previously.

     â€‹High-risk priority groups include:

older adults aged 50 or above, including those living in residential
care homes;
persons aged 18 to 49 years with underlying comorbidities;
persons with immunocompromising conditions aged 6 months and above;
pregnant women; and
healthcare workers.

 
     Eligible persons may schedule a COVID-19 vaccine appointment via the
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme booking system.  Infants and children aged 6
months to 11 years who schedule COVID-19 vaccine appointments on or after
February 25 will receive the JN.1 vaccine. Infants and children may receive
the COVID-19 vaccine at Hong Kong Children's Hospital, designated Maternal
and Child Health Centres, designated Student Health Service Centres under the
DH and designated Private Clinic COVID-19 Community Vaccination Stations. For
details of vaccination venues, please refer to the webpage. As mentioned
above, the Government has been offering the JN.1 vaccine to persons aged 12
years or above participating in the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme since
November 19 last year.
 
     As persons who contract influenza and COVID-19 at the same time would be
at a higher risk of severe complications and death, the CHP strongly
recommends that high-risk individuals receive seasonal influenza vaccination
(SIV) and COVID-19 vaccination booster to reduce risks of serious illness and
death. The WHO has also pointed out that high-risk persons should receive
booster doses at appropriate times to lower risks of serious illness and
death.

https://booking.covidvaccine.gov.hk/forms/index.jsp
https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/venues_6months_11years_eng.pdf


 
     For citizens who have not yet received SIV while receiving a COVID-19
vaccine, they can check with vaccination venues for arrangements for
influenza vaccination. According to scientific evidence, COVID-19 vaccines
and seasonal influenza vaccines can be administered at the same time to
provide dual protection.

     Members of the public may visit the CHP's COVID-19 Vaccination Programme
and seasonal influenza webpage for more details.

Appeal for information on missing man
in Tsuen Wan (with photo)

     Police today (February 21) appealed to the public for information on a
man who went missing in Tsuen Wan.

     Lam Ngan-sang, aged 78, went missing after he left a hospital on Yan
Chai Street on February 19 afternoon. His family made a report to Police
yesterday (February 20).
                   
     He is about 1.65 metres tall, 45 kilograms in weight and of thin build.
He has a pointed face with yellow complexion and short white hair. He was
last seen wearing a brown jacket, brown trousers, brown shoes and a brown
cap.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Persons Unit of New Territories
South on 3661 1174 or 9689 6212, or email to rmpu-nts-2@police.gov.hk, or
contact any police station.
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