
Assess the risk of heat stroke to
employees

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:
 
     Please broadcast the following special announcement immediately, and
repeat it at frequent intervals when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in
force:
 
     The Labour Department reminds employers that as the Very Hot Weather
Warning is in force, they should assess the risk of heat stroke to their
employees and adopt effective preventive measures such as providing cool
drinking water, setting up temporary sunshade, providing mechanical aids to
reduce physical exertion of employees and providing for employees as far as
practicable covered space with good ventilation for rest and meals. Employees
should drink water regularly and be mindful of their physical condition. If
early heat stroke symptoms such as headache and thirst appear, they should
rest in a cool or shady place and drink water immediately. They should also
inform their supervisors to take appropriate action.

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.
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Mobile specimen collection stations
continue to provide COVID-19 testing
service to public

     As persons who resided or worked within the same building as the
residence of local COVID-19 cases with mutant strain will be subject to
compulsory testing on the third, seventh, 12th and 19th day following the
announcement of the relevant confirmed cases by the Department of Health
(DH), specified persons in relation to Wan Hang House of Wan Tau Tong Estate
in Tai Po have to undergo compulsory testing tomorrow (July 5). The
Government will set up a mobile specimen collection station at the open area
outside Block A (Yat Wing House) of Yat Nga Court in Tai Po tomorrow to
provide free testing service for residents and workers subject to compulsory
testing.
 
     Community testing centres (CTCs) provide testing services for the
public, including free service for persons subject to compulsory testing.
Booking and walk-in services are available. Members of the public only need
to provide simple personal information on the 24-hour booking system
(www.communitytest.gov.hk/en). The system shows the booking status of the
centres for the coming two weeks to facilitate the public's planning and
selection of a suitable testing centre and a time slot for testing. The
testing centres will accord priority to serve individuals with advance
bookings. As of 6pm today (July 4), there were around 24 000 booking places
available for tomorrow at the CTCs, and around 85 per cent and 91 per cent
availability for booking places for the coming seven days and 14 days
respectively. Members of the public may call the testing centres for
enquiries on the availability of bookings or walk-in quotas before visiting
the centres.

     The service period of the mobile specimen collection stations at King
George V Memorial Park, Kowloon; MacPherson Playground in Mong Kok; Arthur
Street Temporary Playground in Yau Ma Tei; and Hankow Road in Tsim Sha Tsui
will be extended to July 11 (Sunday). Starting from tomorrow, the mobile
stations at King George V Memorial Park, Kowloon and Hankow Road in Tsim Sha
Tsui will only be open to persons who are subject to compulsory testing
(including staff of catering premises and scheduled premises under Cap.
599F). Outdoor mobile specimen collection stations will be closed if the
Strong Wind Signal No. 3 or Red Rainstorm Warning Signal is hoisted while all
mobile specimen collection stations together with all CTCs will be closed
when the No. 8 Gale or Storm Signal or higher or Black Rainstorm Warning
Signal is hoisted.
 
     Coupled with 18 CTCs, there will be a total of 33 CTCs/mobile specimen
collection stations in various districts tomorrow to provide free service for
persons subject to compulsory testing. The testing capacity should be
sufficient to meet the demand. The opening dates and operating hours of the
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mobile specimen collection stations in various districts providing free
COVID-19 nucleic acid testing services for the general public are stated in
Annex. Persons subject to compulsory testing and those with the
"LeaveHomeSafe" COVID-19 exposure notification or SMS notification from the
Centre for Health Protection (CHP) reminding them to undergo testing as soon
as possible may receive free testing at CTCs or mobile specimen collection
stations (if the service scope is applicable).
 
     People whose test results are negative will be informed by SMS message
through their mobile phones. Persons subject to compulsory testing must
properly keep the relevant records. If any specimen tested shows a
preliminarily positive COVID-19 result, the specimen will be referred to the
Public Health Laboratory Services Branch of the DH for a confirmatory test.
Confirmed cases will be followed up and announced by the CHP.
 
     The Government reminds the public that they can undergo COVID-19 testing
through various means. For details, please refer to the following
webpage: www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html. If a person has
symptoms, he or she should seek medical attention immediately and should not
attend the mobile specimen collection stations or CTCs. The Government calls
on the public and organisations to refrain from collecting more sets of deep
throat saliva specimen collection packs than needed or making a profit
through resale, so that others in need can also obtain specimen collection
packs for testing. The Government will continue to closely monitor the number
of specimen collection packs distributed and collected.
 
     A spokesman for the Food and Health Bureau urges all individuals who are
in doubt about their own health conditions, or individuals with infection
risks (such as individuals who visited places with epidemic outbreaks or
contacted confirmed cases) to undergo testing promptly for early
identification of infected persons.

COVID-19 Vaccination Programme
statistics

     The COVID-19 Vaccination Programme has been implemented for 129 days
since February 26, 2021.
 
     So far, about 3 961 700 doses of vaccines have been administered under
the Vaccination Programme. Details are as follows:
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Number of
persons
receiving
Sinovac
vaccine

Number of
persons
receiving
BioNTech
vaccine

Total number
of doses

First vaccine dose 1 005 600 1 364 800 2 370 400
Second vaccine dose 649 000 942 300 1 591 300

* The numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred.
 
     In the 24 hours ending at 8pm today (July 4), about 52 900 persons have
received vaccination and about 30 000 new vaccination bookings have been made
online. Details are as follows:
 

 Sinovac vaccine BioNTech vaccine
Number of persons
receiving first dose 5 900 20 900

Number of persons
receiving second dose 9 800 16 300

Overall percentage of
persons receiving vaccines
at Community Vaccination
Centres (CVCs)

97% 98%

Number of online bookings
for receiving first and
second vaccine doses

4 800 25 100

* The numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred.
 
     In the 24 hours ending at 0.00am today, there were six cases of
ambulance transfer to hospital from CVCs. They were sent to hospital after
experiencing common side effects after vaccination and were in stable
condition. Two of them were discharged, one person was admitted for
observation, two persons were discharged against medical advice and one
person left hospital without seeking any consultation.

Over 1.5 million people registered on
Consumption Voucher Scheme’s first day
of registration

     Registration for the Consumption Voucher Scheme (the Scheme) was in
general smooth on the first day and the public responded enthusiastically,
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the Government said today (July 4). As at 6pm today, about 1.55 million
people submitted electronic registration via the registration portal at the
Scheme website (www.consumptionvoucher.gov.hk). Among them, over 1.3 million
people authenticated their identity by answering security questions related
to the Cash Payout Scheme launched last year. The process is simple and no
queueing was required. As regards authentication via "iAM Smart", it was
obstructed this morning because the system had once been heavily loaded. The
situation has gradually improved since this afternoon. 

    The Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, said that electronic registration
is the fastest way to receive the consumption vouchers. Eligible registrants
who have completed electronic registration in the coming two weeks (i.e. on
or before July 17) will normally receive the first voucher on August 1
concurrently after their eligibility is confirmed. Therefore, members of the
public do not need to rush for registration in the first few days.

    Those who choose to submit paper forms may drop the completed forms,
together with a copy of their Hong Kong identity card, into the drop boxes at
a total of 560 collection points in different districts, including all post
offices and designated branches of Bank of China (Hong Kong), Bank of East
Asia, Hang Seng Bank, The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation and
Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong), during office hours starting from
tomorrow (July 5). Eligible persons who submit paper forms or complete
electronic registrations on or after July 18 will normally receive the first
voucher on September 1 concurrently.

    The Scheme is open for registration until August 14 this year.

    The public may visit the Scheme website or call the hotline 18 5000 for
more information.
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