Fatal traffic accident in Sheung Shui

Police are investigating a fatal traffic accident in Sheung Shui last
night (May 20) in which a 57-year-old woman died.

At about 8.40pm, a private car driven by a 26-year-old man was
travelling along Sha Tau Kok Road — Lung Yeuk Tau towards Sha Tau Kok. When
approaching Kwan Tei North Tsuen, it reportedly knocked down the 57-year-old
woman who was crossing the road.

Sustaining head injuries, the woman was rushed to North District
Hospital in unconscious state and was certified dead at 9.23pm.

The private car driver was arrested for dangerous driving causing death.
He is being detained for further enquiries.

Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, New
Territories North is underway.

Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers on 3661 3800 or 3661 3858.

Regional flag-selling activities today

Three charities have been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold
flag sales on Hong Kong Island, in Kowloon and in the New Territories
separately from 7am to 12.30pm today (May 21). The Social Welfare Department
(SWD) has been informed by two of the charities that the regional flag-
selling activities scheduled to be held by them have been cancelled, a
spokesman for the SWD said.

Information on the regional flag-selling activities today is as follows:

Colour of Colour of

Region Name of organisation collection
flag

bag

New Cheung Chau I?laﬂd Dark Dark
. . Women's Association
Territories . magenta magenta
Limited

The contact information for the organisations that have cancelled their
regional flag-selling activities is as follows:
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. . . Contact Contact
Region Name of organisation
person number
Hong Kong The Hong Kong Road
Island Safety Association Mr Han 2577 9682
Kowloon ”Operation Dawn Limited ”Ms Chan H2714 2434

Details of the charitable fund-raising activities, including any updated
information, covered by the issued Public Subscription Permits have been
published on the GovHK website (www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search).
Permits for flag days containing information on contact methods of the flag-
selling organisations and the approved flag-selling activities have also been
uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site pubsvc/page controlofc/sub flagdays) for
reference. For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678.

If any flag day activity is suspected to be fraudulent, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.

London ETO hosts reception for 25th
anniversary of establishment of HKSAR
in 0slo and promotes co-operation with
Norway (with photos)

a€<The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, London (London ETO) co-
organised a reception in Oslo, Norway with the Norway-Hong Kong Chamber of
Commerce, to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region on May 19 (Oslo time).

In his keynote speech, the Director-General of the London ETO, Mr
Gilford Law gave the Norwegian business community an update on the latest
development of Hong Kong, existing economic and trade co-operation and the
enormous opportunities arising from Hong Kong's unique strengths under "one
country, two systems". In particular, he highlighted the Central Government's
support for Hong Kong's development into an international transportation
centre as charted in the National 14th Five-Year Plan, and encouraged the
Norwegian companies to set up and expand maritime businesses in Hong Kong.

Mr Law concluded on a positive note, "Despite the challenges posed by
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the epidemic and geopolitical situation, we are confident that Hong Kong
provides a favourable environment for businesses to thrive and tap into the
Mainland and Asia-Pacific markets."

On May 20 (Oslo time), Mr Law also called on the State Secretary of the
Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Mr Halvard Ingebrigtsen,
to provide an update on Hong Kong's business environment and promote economic
and trade collaboration between the two places.

welcome you to this reception
" Anniversary of the Establishment of the Ho

"
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Government gazettes compulsory testing
notice

a€<The Government exercises the power under the Prevention and Control
of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599])
and publishes in the Gazette a compulsory testing notice, which requires any
person who had been present at 56 specified places during the specified
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period (persons subject to compulsory testing) to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic
acid test.

In view of a number of cases testing positive, 56 specified places are
included in the compulsory testing notice. The Government strongly reminds
members of the public to strictly follow the compulsory testing requirements
and undergo testing on time as required. Mobile specimen collection stations
have been set up by the Government in different districts to facilitate
testing to be conducted in compliance with the compulsory testing notice. The
above compulsory testing requirement applies to those who have completed a
COVID-19 vaccination course as well.

Persons who have tested positive in the past three months (including
positive cases tested either by nucleic acid tests recorded by the Department
of Health (DH) or by rapid antigen tests (RATs) that have been self-declared
to the DH) do not need to undergo compulsory testing. For those who are
subject to compulsory testing (save for those who have declared their
positive RAT results as mentioned above), they must undergo nucleic acid
tests in accordance with relevant compulsory testing notices and cannot use
RATs to fulfil the requirement of such notices. In other words, a negative
RAT result cannot be deemed as fulfilling the compulsory testing requirement.
Furthermore, unless a person subject to compulsory testing has obtained a
medical certificate proving that he or she is unfit to undergo testing using
a sample taken through combined nasal and throat swabs because of health
reasons, the person cannot provide a deep throat saliva sample to fulfil the
compulsory testing requirement.

Details of the compulsory testing notice are available on the Centre for
Health Protection (CHP)'s website via the following
link: www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/ctn 20220520.pdf.

If any persons test positive under compulsory testing, such positive
cases will be handled in the same manner as in those identified through other
nucleic acid tests or self-declared through RATs. Their isolation
arrangements (as well as the quarantine arrangements of their household
members) are no different from other positive cases.

Persons subject to compulsory testing in accordance with a compulsory
testing notice must go to any of the mobile specimen collection stations,
community testing centres (CTCs) or recognised local medical testing
institutions to undergo professional swab sampling in fulfilling the
requirements for compulsory testing. Young children may continue to undergo
the test using a stool specimen. For details on obtaining stool specimen
bottles, please refer to the COVID-19 thematic
website: www.coronavirus.gov.hk/pdf/Stool bottle collection points.pdf.

If Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal No. 3 or above, the Red or Black
Rainstorm Warning Signal or the post-super typhoon "extreme conditions"
announcement by the Government is in force at any time during the period for
undergoing the compulsory testing, the period for undergoing the compulsory
testing will be extended for one day.
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The Comirnaty and CoronaVac vaccines are highly effective in preventing
severe cases and deaths from COVID-19. They can provide protection to those
vaccinated to prevent serious complications and even death after infection.
The Government appeals to persons who are not yet vaccinated to get
vaccinated without delay. The Government is working towards the goal of
boosting the vaccination rates of children, teenagers and the elderly so that
they can be protected by the vaccines as early as possible. Furthermore, the
Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases and the Scientific
Committee on Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases under the CHP of the DH has
earlier updated the consensus interim recommendations, and persons aged 60 or
above who have taken three doses of vaccine are recommended to receive an
additional dose (i.e. fourth dose) of either Comirnaty vaccine or CoronaVac
vaccine at least three months after their last dose. Members of the public
who are eligible should get the fourth dose as early as possible for better
protection.

CTCs provide testing services for the public. Booking and walk-in
services are available. Members of the public only need to provide simple
personal information on the 24-hour booking system
(www.communitytest.gov.hk/en). The system shows the booking status of the
centres for the coming two weeks to facilitate the public's planning and
selection of a suitable testing centre and a time slot for testing. The
testing centres will accord priority to serve individuals with advance
bookings. As of 6pm today (May 20), there was around 97 per cent availability
for booking places for the coming two weeks. Members of the public may call
the testing centres for enquiries on the availability of bookings or walk-in
quotas before visiting the centres.

The Government will reopen the mobile specimen collection station at
Cheung Hong Estate in Tsing Yi tomorrow (May 21). The service period of the
mobile specimen collection station at Richland Gardens in Kowloon Bay will be
extended to May 22 (Sunday). Separately, ticketing machines have been
installed in a number of service points for on-site ticket arrangement.
Members of the public who have obtained a ticket can visit the CTC website
(www.communitytest.gov.hk/en) to check the real-time queueing ticket status.
Booking service is also provided for some large-scale mobile specimen
collection stations, and members of the public may use the 24-hour booking
system (www.communitytest.gov.hk/en) to reserve a suitable time slot for
testing.

Other than persons subject to compulsory testing, all members of the
public may conduct free testing at CTCs or mobile specimen collection
stations (if the service scope is applicable). The opening dates and
operating hours of the mobile specimen collection stations are stated in the
Annex.

Outdoor mobile specimen collection stations will be closed if the Strong
Wind Signal No. 3 or Red Rainstorm Warning Signal has been issued, while all
mobile specimen collection stations together with all CTCs will be closed
when Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal No. 8 or above or the Black Rainstorm
Warning Signal is in force.
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Persons subject to compulsory testing may choose to undergo testing via
the following routes:

(a) For tests which require using a sample taken through combined nasal and
throat swabs

1. To visit any of the mobile specimen collection stations (see the list and
target groups (if applicable)

at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html) for testing;

2. To attend any of the CTCs (see the list at www.communitytest.gov.hk/en);
3. To self-arrange testing provided by private laboratories which are
recognised by the DH and can issue SMS notifications in respect of test
results (see the list

at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/pdf/List of recognised laboratories RTPCR.pdf), and
the relevant sample must be taken through combined nasal and throat swabs; or
4. To use a specimen bottle distributed to the relevant specified premises by
the CHP (if applicable), and return the specimen bottle with the stool sample
collected as per relevant guidelines.

(b) For persons holding a medical certificate issued by a registered medical
practitioner proving that they are unfit to undergo testing using a sample
taken through combined nasal and throat swabs because of health reasons

1. To obtain a deep throat saliva specimen collection pack from post offices,
vending machines set up at MTR stations or designated general out-patient
clinics (GOPCs) of the Hospital Authority and return the specimen to one of
the designated specimen collection points (see the distribution points and
times, and the specimen collection points and times,

at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html);

2. To undergo testing at any of the GOPCs of the Hospital Authority as
instructed by a medical professional of the Hospital Authority; or

3. To self-arrange testing provided by private laboratories which are
recognised by the DH and can issue SMS notifications in respect of test
results.

A spokesman for the Food and Health Bureau cautioned that testing
received at the Accident and Emergency Departments of the Hospital Authority,
or testing provided by private laboratories which cannot issue SMS
notifications in respect of test results, does not comply with the
requirements of the aforementioned compulsory testing notice.

"If persons subject to compulsory testing have symptoms, they should
seek medical attention immediately and undergo testing as instructed by a
medical professional. They should not attend the mobile specimen collection
stations or the CTCs."

Persons subject to compulsory testing must keep the SMS notifications
containing the result of the test and the relevant medical certificate (if
applicable) for checking by a law enforcement officer when the officer
requires the persons to provide information about their undergoing the
specified test.

Any enquiries on compulsory testing arrangements may be addressed to the
hotline at 6275 6901, which operates daily from 9am to 6pm.
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The Government will continue to trace possibly infected persons who had
been to relevant premises, and seriously verify whether they had complied
with the testing notices. Any person who fails to comply with the testing
notices commits an offence and the maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine
at level 4 ($25,000) and imprisonment for six months. The fixed penalty for
discharging the liability is $10,000. The person may also be issued with a
compulsory testing order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a
specified time frame. Any person in breach of the compulsory testing order
would be liable to a fine at level 5 ($50,000) and imprisonment for six
months.

The spokesman said, "The Government urges all individuals who are in
doubt about their own health conditions, or individuals with infection risks
(such as individuals who visited places with epidemic outbreaks or had
contact with cases tested positive), to undergo testing promptly for early
identification of infected persons."

400 000 applications vetted under the
Temporary Unemployment Relief Scheme

Among the 470 000 applications received under the Temporary Unemployment
Relief Scheme, the vetting of 400 000 applications (comprising about 300 000
successful cases and 100 000 unsuccessful cases) has been completed. As for
the remaining 70 000 applications, the Government-appointed agent is
following up with the applicants, including requests for submission of
supplementary information. Successful and unsuccessful applicants will start
to receive notifications via SMS messages or emails. The major reasons for
rejection include applicants still employed or having a job on the date of
submitting the application; monthly income during the fourth quarter of 2021
not meeting the requirement of falling between $2,700 and $30,000; and
unemployed or not being able to work at specified restricted premises for a
continuous period of less than 30 days.

a€<a€« A Government spokesman said that requests for review of the
application results can be made via the enquiry hotline (183 6128) or by
email (address: enquiry@tur.gov.hk). The Government-appointed agent will
review the applications concerned and may require applicants to provide
supplementary information if necessary. Upon review of all the information
received, the Government-appointed agent will inform applicants of the final
application result.
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