
Service fee adjustment for private
doctors under GOPC-PPP Programme

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The Hospital Authority (HA) today (July 29) announced that in
consideration of the latest Composite Consumer Price Index, the service fee
for the Participating Service Providers (PSPs) in the General Outpatient
Clinic Public-Private Partnership (GOPC PPP) Programme will be increased from
$3,486 to $3,510 per patient per year at the maximum with retrospective
effect from July 1, 2021.
 
     According to the HA spokesperson, the calculation of the adjustment was
based on the commonly used Composite Consumer Price Index (Medical Services),
published in the Monthly Report on the Consumer Price Index by the Hong Kong
Government's Census and Statistics Department for the period from July 2020
to June 2021.
 
     "The maximum total payment to PSPs per patient per year, covering up to
10 consultations, will be increased from $3,486 to $3,510. Participating
patients, however, will continue to pay only the HA GOPC fee of $50 per
attendance," the spokesperson said.
 
     The GOPC PPP Programme has been implemented in all 18 districts in Hong
Kong. The territory-wide implementation will give patients more choices in
selecting their family doctors all over Hong Kong. As at the end of June
2021, nearly 600 PSPs were providing consultation services to more than
40,000 GOPC patients who have joined the Programme.
 
     The spokesperson also expressed gratitude to the PSPs for
providing convenient consultation and drug refill service options for
patients who have joined the Programme during the COVID-19 epidemic in the
past year, and additional service quotas during the winter surge.
 
     "All HA PPP programmes work on Electronic Health Record (eHR) platforms.
PSPs and patients have to register for eHR if they wish to join the
programmes, including the GOPC PPP Programme," the spokesperson added.
 
     The HA will continue to monitor closely the implementation of the GOPC
PPP Programme and closely keep in view the feedback from service providers,
patients and other parties concerned.
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CHP investigates two additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, July 29, the CHP was investigating two
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 11 983 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 11 982 confirmed
cases and one probable case).

     All of the newly reported cases are imported cases.

     Meanwhile, the CHP was notified yesterday (July 28) of a confirmed case
in the UK, which involved a 46-year-old male patient. He departed Hong Kong
on July 15 to London via flight CX251. His specimen collected on July 17
tested positive for COVID-19 and he remains asymptomatic. The CHP is
following up on the case with the UK health authority and the epidemiological
investigations of the case are ongoing. As a prudent measure, the premises
(Rosedale Hotel Hong Kong, 8 Shelter Street, Causeway Bay) where he had
resided during the incubation period was put under a compulsory testing
notice (CTN) last night. Any person who had been present at the premises for
more than two hours during the period from July 4 to 28 has to undergo
compulsory testing on or before July 31.

     A total of 25 cases have been reported in the past 14 days (July 15 to
28) and all of them are imported cases.

     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).

     Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599J) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to CTNs. The Regulation also requires all household members of
close contacts of confirmed cases to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic acid test
within a specified period according to CTNs published in the Gazette. The
public are also urged to seek medical attention early if symptoms develop,
and undergo testing as soon as possible.

     The CHP strongly urged members of the public to avoid all non-essential
travel outside Hong Kong, in particular to specified places with extremely
high risk and very high risk under the Prevention and Control of Disease
(Regulation of Cross-boundary Conveyances and Travellers) Regulation (Cap.
599H). If travel is unavoidable, the CHP highly recommended the public to be
fully vaccinated with COVID-19 vaccines before their departure with a view to
lowering their chances of being infected with COVID-19 overseas. They should
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continue to wear a surgical mask and maintain strict personal and
environmental hygiene at all times. Parents are also urged to avoid taking
unvaccinated children to travel. The spokesman stressed, "The global
situation of COVID-19 infection remains severe and there is a continuous
increase in the number of cases involving mutant strains that carry higher
transmissibility, and there are also reports of breakthrough infections in
some vaccinated individuals. Members of the public must seriously evaluate
the risk of non-essential travel."

     The Government has launched the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme. Members
of the public are encouraged to get vaccinated. Details of the programme can
be found at the designated website (www.covidvaccine.gov.hk).

     The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.

     "The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes. Moreover, vaccination may help keep
people from getting seriously ill even if they do get COVID-19, and,
generally speaking, vaccines can also reduce the chance of transmission by
those who have been vaccinated. People vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine can
also generate herd immunity. Members of the public are urged to get
vaccinated as soon as possible and book their vaccination appointments at the
website (booking.covidvaccine.gov.hk/forms/index.jsp).

     "As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly pour water into
drain outlets (U-traps). After using the toilet, they should put the toilet
lid down before flushing to avoid spreading germs," the spokesman said.

     Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.

     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:
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Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing
hand hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;
Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth,
nose or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or
doorknobs, or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions
after coughing or sneezing;
Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;
Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand
washing facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly
soiled, performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based
handrub is an effective alternative;
Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from
work or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and
seek medical advice promptly.

Auction of personalised vehicle
registration marks to be held August 8

     The Transport Department (TD) today (July 29) announced that the next
auction of personalised vehicle registration marks (PVRMs) will be held on
August 8 (Sunday) at Meeting Room N101, L1, Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre, Wan Chai.
 
     "A total of 180 approved PVRMs will be put up for public auction. A list
of the marks has been uploaded to the department's website, www.td.gov.hk," a
department spokesman said.
 
     The reserve price of each of these marks is $5,000. Applicants who have
paid a deposit of $5,000 should also participate in the bidding (including
the first bid at the reserve price). Otherwise, the PVRM concerned may be
sold to another bidder at the reserve price.
 
     People who wish to participate in the bidding at the auction should take
note of the following points:
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(1) Bidders are required to produce the following documents for completion of
registration and payment procedures immediately after successful bidding:
 
(i) the identity document of the successful bidder;
(ii) the identity document of the purchaser (if the purchaser and the
successful bidder are different persons);
(iii) a copy of the Certificate of Incorporation (if the purchaser is a body
corporate); and
(iv) a crossed cheque made payable to "The Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region" or "The Government of the HKSAR". For an
auctioned mark paid for by cheque, the first three working days after the
date of auction will be required for cheque clearance confirmation before
processing of the application for mark assignment can be completed.
Successful bidders may also pay through the Easy Pay System (EPS), but are
reminded to note the maximum transfer amount in the same day of the payment
card. Payment by post-dated cheque, cash, credit card or other methods will
not be accepted.
 
(2) Purchasers must make payment of the purchase price through EPS or by
crossed cheque and complete the Memorandum of Sale of PVRM immediately after
the bidding. Subsequent alteration of the particulars in the Memorandum will
not be permitted.
 
(3) A PVRM can only be assigned to a motor vehicle which is registered in the
name of the purchaser. The Certificate of Incorporation must be produced
immediately by the purchaser if a vehicle registration mark purchased is to
be registered under the name of a body corporate.
 
(4) The display of a PVRM on a motor vehicle should be in compliance with the
requirements stipulated in Schedule 4 of the Road Traffic (Registration and
Licensing of Vehicles) Regulations.
 
(5) Any change to the arrangement of letters, numerals and blank spaces of a
PVRM, i.e. single and two rows as auctioned, will not be allowed.
 
(6) The purchaser shall, within 12 months after the date of auction, apply to
the Commissioner for Transport for the PVRM to be assigned to a motor vehicle
registered in the name of the purchaser. If the purchaser fails to assign the
PVRM within 12 months, allocation of the PVRM will be cancelled and arranged
for re-allocation in accordance with the statutory provision without prior
notice to the purchaser.
 
(7) In view of public health concerns, all persons entering the auction venue
will have to undergo on-theâ€‘spot body temperature checks arranged by the
TD. Any member of the public whose body temperature is higher than 37.5
degrees Celsius or who refuses to undergo a body temperature check will be
denied entry to the auction hall and the payment office. The TD also requests
all persons entering the auction hall and the payment office to wear masks
and clean their hands with alcohol-based sanitiser, and to wear masks
throughout the duration of the auction and payment process.



 
(8) In order to reduce the risk of virus spreading, the TD will adjust the
distance between seats and the number of seats in the auction hall and the
payment office, and implement crowd-control measures. The TD also appeals to
the bidders to reduce the number of accompanying persons as far as possible.
Furthermore, the auction in the morning and afternoon will each be divided
into two sessions so as to shorten the duration of crowd congregation. The
first session of the morning auction will commence at 9.25am while the second
session will begin no earlier than 10.30am. The first session of the
afternoon auction will commence at 2.25pm while the second session will begin
no earlier than 3.35pm. The auction venue will be disinfected before the
commencement of the second sessions. Interested bidders may arrive at the
auction venue in accordance with the time schedule for the auction of vehicle
registration marks.
 
(9) In order to more effectively assist the Department of Health in
epidemiological investigations and to protect the safety of members of the
public and employees, members of the public will be required to scan the
"LeaveHomeSafe" QR code or register their names, contact numbers and date and
times of their visits before entering the auction venue (the auction hall and
the payment office). As a result of the arrangement, members of the public
are advised to remain patient as the waiting time for entering the auction
venue may be longer.
 
     "Upon completion of the Memorandum of Sale of PVRM, the purchaser will
be issued a receipt and a Certificate of Allocation of Personalised
Registration Mark. The Certificate of Allocation will serve to prove the
holdership of the PVRM. Potential buyers of vehicles bearing a PVRM should
check the Certificate of Allocation with the sellers and pay attention to the
details therein. For transfer of vehicle ownership, this certificate together
with other required documents should be sent to the TD for processing," the
spokesman added.
 
     For other auction details, please refer to the Guidance Notes – Auction
of PVRM, which is available at the department's licensing offices or can be
downloaded from its website, www.td.gov.hk.

Auction of traditional vehicle
registration marks to be held on
August 7

     The Transport Department (TD) today (July 29) announced that the auction
of traditional vehicle registration marks will be held on August 7 (Saturday)
in Meeting Room N101, L1, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, Wan
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Chai.

     "A total of 220 vehicle registration marks will be put up for public
auction. The list of marks has been uploaded to the department's website,
www.td.gov.hk," a department spokesman said.

     Applicants who have paid a deposit of $1,000 to reserve a mark for
auction should also participate in the bidding (including the first bid at
the reserve price of $1,000). Otherwise, the mark concerned may be sold to
another bidder at the reserve price.

     â€‹People who wish to participate in the bidding at the auction should
take note of the following important points:

(a) Successful bidders are required to produce the following documents for
completion of registration and payment procedures immediately after the
successful bidding:

(i) the identity document of the successful bidder;
(ii) the identity document of the purchaser if it is different from the
successful bidder;
(iii) a copy of the Certificate of Incorporation if the purchaser is a body
corporate; and
(iv) a crossed cheque made payable to "The Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region" or "The Government of the HKSAR". (For an
auctioned mark paid for by cheque, the first three working days after the
date of auction will be required for cheque clearance confirmation before
processing of the application for mark assignment can be completed.)
Successful bidders can also pay through the Easy Pay System (EPS). Payment by
post-dated cheques, cash or other methods will not be accepted.

(b) Purchasers must make payment of the purchase price through EPS or by
crossed cheque and complete the Memorandum of Sale of Registration Mark
immediately after the bidding. Subsequent alteration of the particulars in
the memorandum will not be permitted.

(c) A vehicle registration mark can only be assigned to a motor vehicle which
is registered in the name of the purchaser. The Certificate of Incorporation
must be produced immediately by the purchaser if a vehicle registration mark
purchased is to be registered under the name of a body corporate.

(d) Special registration marks are non-transferable. Where the ownership of a
motor vehicle with a special registration mark is transferred, the allocation
of the special registration mark shall be cancelled.

(e) The purchaser shall, within 12 months after the date of auction, apply to
the Commissioner for Transport for the registration mark to be assigned to a
motor vehicle registered in the name of the purchaser. If the purchaser fails
to assign the registration mark within 12 months, allocation of the mark will
be cancelled and arranged for re-allocation in accordance with the statutory
provision without prior notice to the purchaser.

(f) In view of public health concerns, all persons entering the auction venue
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will have to undergo on-theâ€‘spot body temperature checks arranged by the
TD. Any member of the public whose body temperature is higher than 37.5
degrees Celsius or who refuses to undergo a body temperature check will be
denied entry to the auction hall and the payment office. The TD also requests
all persons entering the auction hall and the payment office to wear masks
and clean their hands with alcohol-based sanitiser, and to wear masks
throughout the duration of the auction and payment process.

(g) In order to reduce the risk of the virus spreading, the TD will adjust
the distance between seats and the number of seats in the auction hall and
the payment office, and implement crowd-control measures. The TD also appeals
to the bidders to reduce the number of accompanying persons as far as
possible. Furthermore, the auctions in the morning and afternoon will each be
divided into two sessions so as to shorten the duration of crowd
congregation. The first session of the morning auction will commence at
9.25am while the second session will begin no earlier than 10.35am. The first
session of the afternoon auction will commence at 2.25pm while the second
session will begin no earlier than 3.40pm. The auction venue will be
disinfected before the commencement of the second sessions. Interested
bidders may arrive at the auction venue in accordance with the time schedule
for the auction of vehicle registration marks.

(h) In order to more effectively assist the Department of Health in
epidemiological investigations and to protect the safety of members of the
public and employees, members of the public will be required to scan the
"LeaveHomeSafe" QR code or register their names, contact numbers and date and
times of their visits before entering the auction venue (the auction hall and
the payment office). As a result of the arrangement, members of the public
are advised to remain patient as the waiting time for entering the auction
venue may be longer.

     For other auction details, please refer to the Guidance Notes – Auction
of Vehicle Registration Marks, which can be downloaded from the department's
website, www.td.gov.hk.

Kowloon Bay Student Health Service
Centre to resume service

     The Department of Health (DH) today (July 29) announced that its Kowloon
Bay Student Health Service Centre (SHSC) will resume operation to provide
annual health assessment services for Primary One and Secondary One students
in the school year 2020/21 starting from August 2. 

     Apart from Kowloon Bay SHSC, the services are also provided at Chai Wan
SHSC, Kowloon City Lions Clubs SHSC, Lam Tin SHSC, Sha Tin SHSC, South Kwai
Chung SHSC, Tuen Mun SHSC and Western SHSC. Parents will be notified of the
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specific arrangements of the health assessment.

     For enquiries, please contact the centres concerned during service
hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 6pm (except public holidays).
Details of the centres are available
at www.studenthealth.gov.hk/english/centre/centre.html.

     Meanwhile, the DH will continue to implement stringent infection control
measures at service units, of which, all clients with appointments and
visitors must put on surgical masks and have their body temperature checked.
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