Government finishes exercise on
“restriction-testing declaration” in
respect of specified “restricted area”
in Block 34, Heng Fa Chuen, Chai Wan,
and enforcement operation for breaches
of compulsory testing notice (with
photos)

The Government yesterday (May 28) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" effective
from 6.30pm yesterday, under which people (hereafter referred to as "persons
subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted area" in
Chai Wan (i.e. Block 34, Heng Fa Chuen, Chai Wan, excluding car park on the
ground floor) were required to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory
testing. Persons subject to compulsory testing were required to stay in their
premises until all such persons identified in the "restricted area" had
undergone testing and the test results were mostly ascertained. All persons
in the "restricted area" who have tested positive in the past 14 days,
including positive cases identified either by nucleic acid tests recorded by
the Department of Health (DH) or by rapid antigen tests that have been self-
declared to the DH, were not required to undergo testing in this compulsory
testing exercise.

In addition, the Government issued a compulsory testing notice
yesterday, requiring persons, other than those specified above, who had been
present at the above building for more than two hours from May 22 to May 28,
2022, even if they were not present in the "restricted area" at the time when
the declaration took effect, to undergo compulsory testing on or before May
30, 2022.

The Government finished the compulsory testing exercise at around 8am
today (May 29) and carried out enforcement action in the "restricted area"
afterwards to verify that all people in the "restricted area" had undergone
compulsory testing in accordance with the requirements of the relevant
declaration and compulsory testing notice. The Government announced that the
enforcement operation ended at around 10.30am today.

The Government provided food packs for persons subject to compulsory
testing to facilitate their meal arrangements. Anti-epidemic proprietary
Chinese medicines donated by the Central People's Government or procured with
the co-ordination of the Central People's Government and rapid antigen test
kits were also distributed to persons subject to compulsory testing to help
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them fight against the virus.

The Registration and Electoral Office also set up a hotline for people
restricted by the declaration to make enquiries and seek assistance.

The Government thanks persons subject to compulsory testing for their
support and understanding. With everyone's co-operation and efforts, coupled
with the efforts of the testing contractors throughout the night, residents
have been informed about their testing results by SMS notification. After
finishing the compulsory testing exercise at around 8am today, the Government
took enforcement action in the "restricted area" immediately to verify that
all people in the "restricted area" had undergone testing according to the
requirements of the declaration and the compulsory testing notice. Persons
who could present an SMS notification containing a negative testing result as
proof of having undergone the compulsory testing could leave the "restricted
area" through the designated exit after providing personal information to a
prescribed officer. The enforcement operation was completed at around
10.30am. Test records of 103 persons subject to compulsory testing were
checked. Four persons were found not having undergone compulsory testing and
compulsory testing orders were issued to them. Taking into account the above
situation, the Secretary for Food and Health revoked the "restriction-testing
declaration" in accordance with Cap. 599] (see Annex).

The Government reminds the 28 households who have not answered the door
to undergo a nucleic acid test as soon as possible after reading the notices
put up by the Government, in the hope of eliminating the possible risk of
further spread of the virus in the community.

The Government thanks all participating government staff and the testing
agencies for their hard work. The Government is also grateful to those
subject to compulsory testing for their support and understanding, and their
full co-operation during this period in undergoing testing and waiting for
the results at home.

The Government will seriously follow up on the compliance situation of
the compulsory testing notices and the "restriction-testing declaration" by
persons subject to compulsory testing. Any person who fails to comply with
the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be liable to a
fixed penalty of $10,000. The person will also be issued with a compulsory
testing order, requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified
time frame. Failure to comply with the order or the "restriction-testing
declaration" is an offence and the offender may be liable to a fine of level
5 ($50,000) and imprisonment for six months.



Ligquor Licensing Board to meet on
Tuesday

The following is issued on behalf of the Liquor Licensing Board:

The Liquor Licensing Board (LLB) will meet on Tuesday (May 31) to
consider two applications for amendment and renewal of liquor licences.

The applications are (not in order of discussion):
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Hong Kong:

Missy Ho's in Kennedy Town

New Territories:

Bar Pacific in Yuen Long

The meeting will be held at 9.45am in the conference room, Room 102,
1/F, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai. In response to the latest developments
of COVID-19, to avoid the gathering of people in an enclosed environment and
to safeguard the health of all participants, only limited public seats will
be available on a first-come, first-served basis for all open hearings of the
LLB in the interim.

Government announces latest situation
of fresh food supply from Mainland

A Government spokesman announced today (May 29) that the supply of fresh
food from the Mainland yesterday (May 28) was sufficient and stable.

According to the latest information, the quantity of vegetables supplied
from the Mainland to Hong Kong yesterday (as of midnight) by land and water
transportation was over 2 300 tonnes, comparable to the average daily supply
from the Mainland on a normal day. The volume of vegetables sold through the
wholesale markets of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) and the Vegetable Marketing Organization was about 783 tonnes. The
average wholesale prices of choi sum and pak choi stood at $4.90 and $6.10
per catty respectively yesterday, comparable to their average daily wholesale
prices last year. The supply of eggs to the wholesale market remained steady,
with the average daily supply standing at about 3.5 million for the past
week, comparable to the average daily supply on a normal day last year.

The total supply of chilled meat from the Mainland yesterday was over 38
tonnes. The supply of live pigs was plentiful.

The supply of chilled poultry from the Mainland was over 150 000 head
yesterday, and about 12 000 live chickens were slaughtered locally. The
supply was abundant.

Regarding the rice supply, in compliance with the requirement by the
Government, stockholders of rice have to maintain the reserve stock of rice
at a level sufficient for consumption by the local population for 15 days.
The trade generally stocks double the required amount, which is sufficient
for one month's consumption by Hong Kong citizens. In recent years, the
import and consumption of rice in Hong Kong has stood at a steady level of
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around 320 000 to 330 000 tonnes per year. The import quantity (including
reserve stock) as of end-April 2022 was 28 800 tonnes. Suppliers also
maintain a reserve for food that can be stored, such as frozen meat, for
around three months' stock generally.

The Government will continue to maintain close liaison with the Mainland
authorities and major food suppliers to ensure a stable food supply.

The AFCD updates and publishes the fresh food supply information daily.
Members of the public may visit the AFCD website for updates on daily
supplies and wholesale prices of fresh food
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/agriculture/agr fresh/agr fresh.html).

Government enforces “restriction-
testing declaration” and compulsory
testing notice in respect of specified
“restricted area” in Block 34, Heng Fa
Chuen, Chai Wan

The Government yesterday (May 28) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration" effective
from 6.30pm yesterday, under which people (hereafter referred to as "persons
subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted area" in
Chai Wan (i.e. Block 34, Heng Fa Chuen, Chai Wan, excluding car park on the
ground floor) were required to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory
testing. Persons subject to compulsory testing are required to stay in their
premises until all such persons identified in the "restricted area" have
undergone testing and the test results are mostly ascertained. All persons in
the "restricted area" who have tested positive in the past 14 days, including
positive cases identified either by nucleic acid tests recorded by the
Department of Health (DH) or by rapid antigen tests that have been self-
declared to the DH, were not required to undergo testing in this compulsory
testing exercise.

In addition, the Government issued a compulsory testing notice yesterday
to any persons, other than those specified above, who had been present at the
building for more than two hours from May 22 to May 28, 2022, to undergo
compulsory testing on or before May 30, 2022, even if they were not present
in the "restricted area" at the time when the declaration took effect.

The Government finished the compulsory testing exercise at around 8am
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today (May 29) and is now carrying out enforcement actions in the "restricted
area" to verify that all people in the "restricted area" have undergone
compulsory testing. The Government will further announce the revocation time
of the declaration.

Starting from around 8am today, persons in the specified "restricted
area" in Chai Wan who have undergone testing and are able to present SMS
notifications with negative test results as proof of having undergone testing
may leave the "restricted area" through the designated exit after providing
personal information to a prescribed officer.

The Government set up temporary specimen collection stations in the
"restricted area" yesterday and requested persons subject to compulsory
testing to collect combined nasal and throat swab samples at the stations to
undergo a COVID-19 virus test before 11.30pm yesterday. During the exercise,
435 people within the "restricted area" had undergone testing, among which no
cases tested positive were found.

Moreover, the Government also assigned staff to visit 152 households in
the "restricted area", among which 28 households did not answer the door. The
Government will take measures to follow up.

The Government reiterates that enforcement actions will be taken
seriously. Any person who fails to present an SMS notification with a test
result as proof of having undergone testing breaches the compulsory testing
notice and may be liable to a fine of $10,000. The person will also be issued
with a compulsory testing order, requiring him/her to undergo testing within
a specified time frame. Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order
or the "restriction-testing declaration” is an offence and the offender may
be liable to a fine of level 5 ($50,000) and imprisonment for six months.

Four men and two women arrested for
murder and assisting offenders

Police arrested four men and two women, aged between 20 and 37,
yesterday (May 27) and today (May 28), who were in suspected connection with
the murder case happened in Mong Kok yesterday, in which a 46-year-old man
died.

At about 0.30am yesterday, Police received a report that someone was
shouting for help at a flat on 299 Portland Street in Mong Kok. Police
officers sped to the scene and found the 46-year-old man lying unconsciously
on the floor and a 59-year-old woman with head injuries. Sustaining multiple
stab wounds, the man was rushed to Kwong Wah Hospital in unconscious state
and was certified dead at 1.47am. The woman was sent to Kwong Wah Hospital in
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conscious state.

After investigation, Police arrested four men and one woman, aged
between 20 and 37, for murder and a 34-year-old woman for assisting offenders
in Sham Shui Po, Mong Kok and Hong Kong International Airport.

Police seized two private cars and two knives in suspected connection
with the case in Tseung Kwan 0 and Mong Kok.

All arrestees are being detained for further enquiries.

Investigation by the Regional Crime Unit of Kowloon West is underway.
Police do not rule out the possibility that more arrests will be made.



