
HKSAR Government strongly disapproves
and firmly opposes US Government’s
memorandum related to Hong Kong

     The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
today (January 27) expressed strong disapproval of and firm opposition to the
latest actions under the so-called memorandum by the United States (US)
Government in relation to the deferred enforced departure for Hong Kong
residents in the US.

     An HKSAR Government spokesman said, "We firmly oppose the US
Government's baseless smearing in the so-called memorandum against the Hong
Kong National Security Law (NSL). The US Government clearly stated that its
latest actions are in its 'foreign policy interest' without any attempt to
disguise its motives, demonstrating sinister intentions and hegemonic
bullying. National security is a matter within the purview of the Central
Authorities. It is the responsibility and right of every country to safeguard
its national security. The US has many laws on national security, but chooses
to continue to wantonly smear the NSL and ignore the fact that the
implementation of the NSL has enabled the livelihood and economic activities
of the Hong Kong community at large to resume as normal, and the business
environment to be restored. Clearly, this is hypocrisy out of political
motivation with double standards, and a despicable manoeuvre with politics
prevailing over the law.

     "All law enforcement actions taken by Hong Kong law enforcement agencies
are based on evidence, strictly according to the law and for the acts of the
people, institutions or organisations concerned, and have nothing to do with
their political stance, background or occupation. The US Government's
criticisms of Hong Kong's law enforcement actions are malicious fabrication.

     "The NSL upholds the rights and freedoms of Hong Kong people, clearly
stipulating that the HKSAR shall protect the rights and freedoms enjoyed by
Hong Kong residents under the Basic Law and the provisions of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as applied to
Hong Kong in accordance with the law. Nonetheless, such rights and freedoms
are not absolute. The ICCPR also expressly states that some of them may be
subject to restrictions as prescribed by law that are necessary for
protection of national security, public safety, public order or the rights
and freedoms of others, etc. The US Government's remarks about the rights and
freedoms in Hong Kong are totally unfounded."

     The HKSAR spokesman reiterated, "The HKSAR Government urges the US
Government to immediately stop any acts against the basic norms governing
international relations, and immediately stop interfering in the affairs of
the HKSAR."
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HAD opens temporary cold shelters

     In view of the cold weather, the Home Affairs Department has opened 18
temporary shelters in various districts today (January 27) for people in need
of the service. The temporary shelters will remain open when the Cold Weather
Warning is in force.
 
     To ensure that cold shelter users can rest in a quiet and undisturbed
environment, members of the public or agencies wishing to make donations to
shelter users are requested to register with the staff of the shelter first.
Donors will then be directed to place the donated items at a specified indoor
location. The staff will help notify the shelter users to collect the items
on their own.
 
     Anyone seeking temporary refuge or with any questions about the donation
arrangements at the cold shelters may call the department's hotline 2572 8427
for more information.
 
     The 18 temporary cold shelters are located at:
 
Hong Kong Island:
——————–
 
Central and Western:
1/F, Kennedy Town Community Complex
12 Rock Hill Street, Kennedy Town

Eastern:
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay
 
Southern:
Wah Kwai Community Centre
Wah Kwai Estate, Kellett Bay
 
Wan Chai:
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai
 
Kowloon:
——————
 
Kowloon City:
Hung Hom Community Hall
1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices, 42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom
 
Kwun Tong:
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Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin
 
Sham Shui Po:
Nam Cheong District Community Centre
1 Cheong San Lane, Sham Shui Po
 
Wong Tai Sin:
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan
 
Yau Tsim Mong:
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei
 
New Territories:
—————-
 
Islands:
Tung Chung Community Hall  
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building, 39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung
 
Kwai Tsing:
Kwai Shing Community Hall 
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung
 
North:
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling
 
Sai Kung:
Chi Shin Activity Centre
G/F, Tseung Kwan O South Ancillary Facilities Block
5 Chi Shin Street, Tseung Kwan O
 
Sha Tin:
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin
 
Tai Po:
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 
Tsuen Wan:
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan
 
Tuen Mun:
Wu Shan Road Community Hall
101 Wu Shan Road, Tuen Mun
 



Yuen Long:
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long

Interest rate of third interest
payment for Silver Bond Series due
2024

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority, as representative of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government, announced today (January 27) the
relevant per annum interest rate for the third interest payment of Silver
Bond Series due 2024 (Issue Number 03GB2408R) (the Bonds) issued under the
Retail Bond Issuance Programme of the Government Bond Programme.

     According to the Issue Circular dated June 29, 2021, for the Bonds, the
third interest payment of the Bonds is scheduled to be made on February 10,
2023, and the relevant interest rate is scheduled to be determined and
announced on January 27, 2023, as the higher of the prevailing Floating Rate
and Fixed Rate.

     On January 27, 2023, the Floating Rate and Fixed Rate are as follows:

Floating Rate: +2.30 per cent (Annex)
Fixed Rate: +3.50 per cent

     Based on the Floating Rate and Fixed Rate set out above, the relevant
interest rate for the third interest payment is determined and announced as
3.50 per cent per annum.

Government follows up on positive
results of sewage surveillance and
appeals to residents to undergo virus
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testing

     The Government announced today (January 27) that in order to fight the
coronavirus epidemic, the Environmental Protection Department and the
Drainage Services Department have been collecting sewage samples for virus
testing in all districts, and had detected positive results in some areas,
indicating that there may be hidden cases in the premises within these areas.

Rapid test

     As regards positive sewage testing results with relatively high viral
loads in the following areas, the Housing Department and the respective
District Office will commence distributing about 30 000 sets of the COVID-19
rapid antigen test (RAT) kits to residents, cleaning workers and property
management staff working in the following areas for them to take the test on
their own, in order to help identify infected persons:
                                       

Sha Tin District – Parc Royale, Vista Paradiso and Hin Yiu Estate

 
     Members of the public may refer to
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk/rat/eng/rat.html) for enquiries relating to the use
of the RAT kits.

     When using an RAT kit, please pay attention to and follow the
instructions from the manufacturer to perform the test and read the result
properly. It is advisable to record the displayed result by taking a photo
immediately after reading. Users should wash their hands before and after
performing the tests, and avoid placing non-essential items within the
specimen collection area. After completing the test, wrap and seal all
components of the test kit carefully and dispose properly. If the household
environment is contaminated during the specimen collecting process,
disinfection should be conducted with 1 in 49 diluted bleach solution or 70
per cent alcohol.

     People who obtained a positive result through an RAT for the first time
can report via the online platform "Declaration System for individuals tested
positive for COVID-19 using Rapid Antigen Test" (www.chp.gov.hk/ratp). If
individuals encounter difficulties using the online platform, they can call
the automated system at 183 6119 to register their identification document
and telephone number. The Centre for Health Protection of the Department of
Health will contact the relevant person later to finish the report procedure.
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Fraudulent mobile applications related
to Chong Hing Bank Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Chong Hing Bank Limited relating to
fraudulent mobile applications (Apps), which has been reported to the HKMA. A
hyperlink to the press releases is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the Apps
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report the matter to the Police by contacting the
Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.
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