
Chronic Disease Co-Care Pilot Scheme
to be expanded to provide preventive
screening services in General Out-
patient Clinics for underprivileged
group

     The Health Bureau announced today (March 11) that the Primary Healthcare
Commission will expand the Chronic Disease Co-Care Pilot Scheme (CDCC Pilot
Scheme) to designated General Out-patient Clinics (GOPCs) under the Hospital
Authority (HA) in phases, starting from March 28, to provide preventive
screening and care services for the underprivileged group. The first phase
will be piloted in seven GOPCs (see Annex 1), with plans to add six other
GOPCs (see Annex 2) by the end of June to expand the coverage of prevention-
oriented primary healthcare services.
 
     The Government launched the CDCC Pilot Scheme in 2023 to subsidise Hong
Kong residents aged 45 or above with no known medical history of diabetes
mellitus (DM) or hypertension (HT) to undergo DM and HT screening, as well as
receive consultation services on a co-payment basis in the private healthcare
sector through pairing with a family doctor of their choice, with a view to
encouraging citizens to gain a better understanding of their own health
status as early as possible, thereby achieving the goal of "early prevention,
early identification and early treatment". In the meantime, in light of the
announcement of repositioning the HA's GOPCs as comprehensive primary
healthcare service providers for the underprivileged in "The Chief
Executive's 2024 Policy Address", the Government has decided to provide CDCC
Pilot Scheme services for underprivileged persons aged 45 or above with no
known medical history of specific chronic diseases at GOPCs on a pilot basis,
enabling them to achieve early detection and management of chronic diseases,
thereby enhancing the overall health of the general public.
 
     Starting from March 28, recipients of the Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance Scheme, recipients of the Old Age Living Allowance aged 75 or
above, or persons holding a valid medical fee waiver certificate (hereafter
referred to as eligible persons) interested in joining the Pilot Scheme can
first visit the District Health Centres (DHCs) or DHC Expresses for an
initial assessment. DHCs/DHC Expresses will arrange for participants to
receive preventive screening services at designated HA GOPCs, with the same
service scope as the CDCC Pilot Scheme. Relevant GOPCs will contact the
participants and arrange appointments for them within one month upon
receiving referrals from the DHCs/DHC Expresses. Relevant GOPCs will also
arrange laboratory tests based on the participant's health risk, formulate a
health management plan based on the test results, and provide health
education and counselling services. The fees for using the preventive care
services for eligible persons will be fully or partially waived according to
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their eligibility within one year from the date of receiving their first
service. Participants' eligibility will be verified again after the one-year
service period.

     The Government will continue to review the effectiveness of the pilot
services, which are planned to be gradually expanded to designated GOPC
service points across all 18 districts by the fourth quarter of this year. In
addition, the CDCC Pilot Scheme will be expanded later to include blood lipid
testing, which will also be provided to the underprivileged group in GOPCs.
The Government will continue to promote the CDCC Pilot Scheme and provide the
latest information about the Scheme to enhance awareness of self-health
management and promote active prevention and management of chronic diseases
among various sectors of the community.

Judiciary launches two-year pilot
scheme for live webcast of court
proceedings in Court of Final Appeal

The following is issued on behalf of the Judiciary:

     The Judiciary today (March 11) announced that it will launch a pilot
scheme for the live broadcasting of substantive appellate proceedings in the
Court of Final Appeal (CFA) for a period of two years starting from April 1,
2025.

     Open justice is a key to maintaining public confidence in the judicial
system and upholding the rule of law. Subject to the overriding consideration
of the due administration of justice, live broadcasting of judicial
proceedings beyond court premises will enhance the transparency of court
procedures and strengthen public confidence in the judicial process. 

     The Judiciary conducted four trial runs of live broadcasting of court
proceedings in four selected cases of the CFA vide the CFA website last year
for testing the technical feasibility of the arrangements, as well as the
logistical and operational details.
 
     Having reviewed the arrangements of the trial runs, the Judiciary plans
to implement live broadcasting for all substantive appeal cases in the CFA,
except for the following categories of cases:     
 

cases where the protection of the interests of children or mentally
disabled adults, privacy interests, trade secrets or commercial
confidentiality, etc is required; and
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proceedings related to national security, high-profile public order
cases, or highly politically charged cases.

     These exceptions are aimed to preserve judicial decorum, prevent
excessive pressure on litigants and lawyers, and safeguard the fair and
proper administration of justice. When such exceptions apply, hearings remain
open to the public, who may still attend in person as they are always
entitled to do, unless otherwise directed by the CFA.

     The first two CFA hearings will be broadcasted live on April 1 and 7
this year. 

     Arrangements for public access and viewing of the live broadcasting via
the CFA website will be similar to those of the trial runs last year as
follows:
 

Members of the public may view the live webcast of the CFA substantive
appellate proceedings on the CFA website via desktop computers or mobile
devices installed with common browsers.

 

The core written materials will be made available on the CFA website
before the hearings. Relevant information of the live webcast will be
provided nearer the time of the court proceedings on the websites of the
CFA and the Judiciary.

 

Members of the public, including the media, must not record the live
webcast or use the live broadcast footage for any purpose. Measures such
as digital rights management commonly found on streaming platforms will
be put in place to deter unauthorised recording, screen capturing and
illegal distribution of the live broadcast footage.

     After the live webcast ends, the videos of the court proceedings will be
uploaded to and kept on the CFA website for one month after the hearing date
to allow easy access and flexible viewing. 

     Following the enactment of the Courts (Remote Hearing) Bill which is
expected to resume its second reading debate in the Legislative Council in
late March, the offence provisions relating to unauthorised recording and
broadcasting of court proceedings will apply to the live broadcasting of the
CFA hearings during the pilot period.  

     The live broadcasting will be conducted on the Judiciary's in-house
platform under the pilot scheme, replacing the outsourcing arrangements used
for the four trial runs. This approach aims to ensure the most cost-effective
use of public resources. 



     Upon completion of the pilot scheme, the Judiciary will review and
consider long-term arrangements for live broadcasting of court proceedings
outside court premises.

Red flag hoisted at Stanley Main Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (March 11)
that due to big waves, the red flag has been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach in
Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beachgoers are advised not to swim at
the beach.

CHP responds to media enquiries on
cluster of students participating in
exchange tour developed
gastroenteritis symptoms

     In response to media enquiries about a number of students of a secondary
school in Sha Tin developed gastroenteritis symptoms after joining an
exchange tour to the Mainland, the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the
Department of Health responded today (March 10) as follows:
      
     "Upon receiving media enquiries late last night (March 9), the CHP took
the initiative to contact the secondary school concerned for more
information. It was learnt that about 120 teachers and students from the
school went on an exchange tour to Shaoguan in Guangdong Province on March 6
and 7. On the day of their return to Hong Kong, two of the students developed
acute gastroenteritis (AGE) symptoms in the morning and noon respectively
while one of them vomited after alighting the coach in the afternoon.
Subsequently, 21 students who participated in the same exchange tour
developed AGE symptoms, including vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain and
fever between March 8 and 10. Nine of them sought medical attention and none
required hospitalisation.
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     The CHP is investigating the source of this AGE outbreak from different
aspects, including the possibility of transmission through person-to-person,
or contaminated food or environment. The CHP has notified the Guangdong
authority on the information of the relevant restaurants. The CHP will
continue to follow up the incidents, including collecting stool specimen of
patients for laboratory testing and providing advice to the school on
infection control measures. The CHP's investigation is ongoing.
      
     Viral gastroenteritis is more commonly seen in cooler months and can be
caused by a variety of viruses, most commonly norovirus and rotavirus. The
main symptoms of viral gastroenteritis are diarrhoea and vomiting. Other
symptoms include headache, fever, and abdominal cramps. In general, the
symptoms begin one to two days following infection with a virus that causes
gastroenteritis. Depending on the type of viruses causing the illness,
however, the symptoms may last for one to 10 days.  
      
     Alcohol-based handrub should not substitute hand hygiene with liquid
soap and water, as alcohol does not effectively kill some viruses frequently
causing AGE, for example, norovirus. To prevent foodborne diseases, members
of the public are advised to observe good personal, food and environmental
hygiene. When eating out, the following points should be observed:
      

Ensure proper personal hygiene;
Wash hands thoroughly before handling food and eating, after using the
toilet or after changing diapers;
Wear gloves when disposing of vomitus or faecal matter, and wash hands
afterwards;
Clean and disinfect contaminated areas or items promptly and thoroughly
with diluted household bleach (by adding one part of bleach containing
5.25 per cent sodium hypochlorite to 49 parts of water). Wash hands
thoroughly afterwards;
Maintain good indoor ventilation;
Pay attention to food hygiene;
Use separate utensils to handle raw and cooked food;
Avoid food that is not thoroughly cooked;
Drink boiled water; and
Do not patronise unlicensed food premises or food stalls.

     
     The public may visit the CHP's website for more information and
preventive advice on Viral Gastroenteritis."
 

https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/42244.html


Secretary for Health meets with WHO
Regional Director for Western Pacific
(with photos)

     The Secretary for Health, Professor Lo Chung-mau, today (March 10) met
with the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for the Western
Pacific, Dr Saia Ma’u Piukala, who is visiting Hong Kong, to exchange views
on public health issues.
      
     Professor Lo said, "Hong Kong, China is in the WHO Western Pacific
Region. Representatives of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) Government attend the World Health Assembly of the WHO as a member of
the Chinese delegation every year. The HKSAR Government has been strenuously
supporting and collaborating with the WHO and the nation in tackling various
public health challenges, striving to safeguard public health and contribute
to global public health. The Department of Health (DH) has been designated as
the WHO Collaborating Centre for Traditional Medicine and the WHO
Collaborating Centre for Smoking Cessation and Treatment of Tobacco
Dependence. The Public Health Laboratory Services Branch of the Centre for
Health Protection of the DH has also been designated as a reference
laboratory for various communicable diseases, making significant
contributions to global anti-epidemic work." 
      
     At the meeting, Professor Lo gave Dr Saia Ma’u Piukala an overview of
the highly efficient public healthcare system in Hong Kong. Professor Lo
said, "As the main provider of public healthcare services, the Hospital
Authority (HA) is the cornerstone of Hong Kong's healthcare system. It serves
nearly 90 per cent of Hong Kong’s population of some 7.5 million and provides
integrated healthcare services that are heavily subsidised by the Government
at nearly 98 per cent, so as to ensure that no citizen is denied appropriate
healthcare services due to financial difficulty. The HKSAR Government has
established a robust healthcare safety net for citizens, and Hong Kong's
healthcare system has taken the world lead in terms of quality and efficiency
for many years.
      
     "However, with an ageing population and the increasing prevalence of
chronic diseases, the HKSAR Government needs to keep abreast of the times and
reform the healthcare system, with a view to optimising the use of precious
and limited healthcare resources, and ensuring the sustainability of Hong
Kong's healthcare system to cope with the increasing healthcare needs of
members of the public."
      
     Professor Lo also introduced Dr Saia Ma’u Piukala to Hong Kong's
strategies in promoting the development of primary healthcare. The HKSAR
Government released the Primary Healthcare Blueprint in December 2022, and is
committed to building a prevention-oriented and community-based healthcare
system, as well as providing personalised, coherent and comprehensive
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healthcare services to citizens through initiatives such as the Chronic
Disease Co-Care Pilot Scheme and the District Health Centre network. The
HKSAR Government will continue to promote primary healthcare development on
all fronts and strengthen primary healthcare services as a whole, with a view
to contributing to the WHO's vision of health equity.
      
     The Chief Executive of the HA, Dr Tony Ko, and a number of officials of
the Health Bureau and the DH, also attended the meeting today.
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