
Applications for 8th First Feature
Film Initiative open today

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Film Development Council:
 
     The 8th First Feature Film Initiative (FFFI) will be open for
applications from today (May 29) to September 28. Production teams wishing to
join the film industry are encouraged to participate.
 
     The FFFI identifies new talents through a competition on screenplay and
production proposals. The competition is divided into the Higher Education
Institution Group (HEIG) and the Professional Group (PG), with each group
being awarded a maximum of three prizes. The maximum sponsorship for each
winning production team of the HEIG and the PG are $5 million and $8 million
respectively. The Film Development Fund provides funding for the winning
teams to implement their film proposals and make their first commercial
feature films. The winning teams are required to complete the whole film
production and sales process, which involves planning, shooting and
distribution, in order to acquire knowledge from creation to practical
application in making a feature film. The director of the team shall be a
Hong Kong permanent resident aged 18 years or above, and should not have
previously directed any commercial film of 80 minutes or more.
 
     The Chairman of the Hong Kong Film Development Council, Dr Wilfred Wong,
said, "The FFFI has identified 26 new directors since its inception. Their
works have received recognition in both local and international film
festivals, bringing a new force to Hong Kong films and driving the continuous
development of the Hong Kong film industry."
 
     For details of the application guidelines and assessment criteria,
please visit the FFFI Facebook page (www.facebook.com/HKFFFI) or the Hong
Kong Film Development Council's website (www.fdc.gov.hk/en/fffi).
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CHP reminds public on precautions
against heat stroke during very hot
weather

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (May 29) reminded members of the public, particularly those undertaking
outdoor activities, to take heed of necessary measures against heat stroke
and sunburn in very hot weather.

     "The public should carry and drink plenty of water to prevent
dehydration while engaging in outdoor activities," a spokesman for the CHP
said.

     "Those engaged in strenuous outdoor activities should avoid beverages
containing caffeine, such as coffee and tea, as well as alcohol, as they
speed up water loss through the urinary system," the spokesman explained.

     "Children, the elderly, the obese and those with chronic illnesses, such
as heart disease or high blood pressure, are more vulnerable to heat stroke.
They should pay special attention," the spokesman added.
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     The public should adopt the following precautions:
 

Wear loose and light-coloured clothing to reduce heat absorption and
facilitate sweat evaporation and heat dissipation;
Avoid vigorous exercise and prolonged activities like hiking or trekking
as heat, sweating and exhaustion can place additional demands on the
physique;
Perform outdoor activities in the morning or the late afternoon;
For indoor activities, open all windows, use a fan or use air-
conditioning to maintain good ventilation;
Do not stay inside a parked vehicle; and
Reschedule work to cooler times of the day. If working in a hot
environment is inevitable, introduce shade in the workplace where
practicable. Start work slowly and pick up the pace gradually. Move to a
cool area for rest at regular intervals to allow the body to recuperate.

     The public should also note the latest and the forecast Ultraviolet (UV)
Index released by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO). When the UV Index is high
(6 or above):
 

Minimise direct exposure of the skin and the eyes to sunlight;
Wear long-sleeved and loose-fitting clothes;
Wear a wide-brimmed hat or use an umbrella;
Seek a shaded area or put on UV-blocking sunglasses;
Apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen lotion with a sun protection factor
(SPF) of 15 or above. Apply liberally and reapply after swimming,
sweating or towelling off; and
While using DEET-containing insect repellents for personal protection
against mosquito-borne diseases, apply sunscreen first, then insect
repellent.

     If symptoms develop, such as dizziness, headache, nausea, shortness of
breath or confusion, rest and seek help immediately, and seek medical advice
as soon as possible.

     â€‹The public may obtain more information from the DH's Health Education
Infoline (2833 0111), heat stroke page and UV radiation page; the HKO's Dial-
a-Weather (1878 200), latest weather report and forecast, UV Index and
weather information for hiking and mountaineering; and press releases of the
Labour Department on precautions against heat stroke for outdoor workers and
their employers when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force.

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:
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Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.

Kwai Chung Hospital announced hospital
facility safety incident

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The spokesman for Kwai Chung Hospital (KCH) made the following
announcement today (May 28) regarding a hospital facility safety incident:
      
     At around 8pm tonight, a piece of false ceiling at the treatment room of
a female general adult psychiatric ward, which is approximately 60
centimetres length and 31 centimetres width, fell down and hit a nurse. The
nurse concerned has mild pain on head. The nurse attended the Accident &
Emergency Department of the Princess Margaret Hospital and was confirmed the
pain not serious. The KCH is very concerned about the incident. The hospital
has expressed sympathy and will provide assistance to the staff concerned.
      
     Maintenance staff has arranged emergency repairs immediately and the
cause of the incident is under investigation. The KCH will arrange inspection
of all false ceilings at the treatment room concerned. The incident did not
involve structural safety of the building and concrete spalling. Patient
services were not affected.

     â€‹The hospital will investigate the relations between the incident and
recent works related to removal and installation of false ceilings. The
workers concerned are also reminded to pay attention to the incident
concerned and make necessary follow-up. The hospital has reported the
incident to the Hospital Authority Head Office via the Advance Incident
Reporting System.
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