Government announces policy framework
for Private Subsidised Sale Flat —
Pilot Scheme

The Chief Executive in Council today (June 13) approved the policy
framework for the Private Subsidised Sale Flat — Pilot Scheme (the Pilot
Scheme). The Pilot Scheme is an initiative announced by the Chief Executive
in the 2022 Policy Address, with an aim to tap into the market forces and
promote public-private partnership to encourage private developers to
participate in developing subsidised sale flats (SSFs).

A spokesman for the Housing Bureau said that under the Pilot Scheme, the
Government will put up three Government sites for tender in batches from the
2023/24 financial year onwards for private developers to develop SSFs
("public tendering approach"); and encourage private developers to apply for
rezoning of their own land for developing SSFs through offering concessionary
land premium for the relevant land exchange or lease modification ("private
land approach").

The Secretary for Housing, Ms Winnie Ho, said, "Launching the Pilot
Scheme can help enhance the construction capacity, save time required for
development, and unleash development potential of private land. These
subsidised sale flats built by private developers (private SSFs) are of the
same rung as Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) flats in the housing ladder.
Nonetheless, with the experience in constructing private residential
properties, developers may bring new perspectives to the design of the flats,
making the design of SSFs more diversified and providing more options to
buyers."

Regardless of whether the site is offered through the "public tendering
approach” or the "private land approach", the development will be clearly
positioned as one developed and sold by the private developers such that they
will take ownership of its quality. To ensure that the developments can
better meet the public's demand and affordability, the Government has set key
parameters for the Pilot Scheme, including requirements on pricing, land
premium, flat size, flat quality, eligibility criteria of buyers, etc.

On pricing, drawing reference from the average discount rate adopted in
different HOS sale exercises since the resumption of HOS sale in 2014, the
fixed discount rate for the sale price of private SSFs is set at 35 per cent
of the market price.

As regards land premium, for the "public tendering approach"”, the Lands
Department will set a reserve price taking into account the 35 per cent
discount rate for sale prices of private SSFs. As per established practice,
if none of the bids received reaches the reserve price, the tender will not
be awarded. For the "private land approach", making reference to the land
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premium arrangement for the Hong Kong Housing Society's SSF projects, the
land premium to be charged for the lease modification or land exchange
application to be submitted by the private developers will be set at a
concessionary rate of one-third of market value for the domestic portion
while full market value will be charged for the non-domestic portion of the
site.

To ensure that developers will not build too many small flats while
providing flexibility for them to design the appropriate flat mix in response
to market needs, all flats built under the Pilot Scheme must comply with the
minimum saleable area (SA) requirement currently set by the Government for
land sale sites, i.e. 26 square metres. In addition, the relevant land
documents will specify the minimum number of flats to be built, and stipulate
that not less than 70 per cent of the flats should be no smaller than 34.8 sq
m in SA, i.e. the lower end of the size range in HOS development for
accommodating three to four persons.

Developers will be responsible for putting up all the flats in the
development for sale. The Government or the Hong Kong Housing Authority will
not buy back any unsold flats from the developers. This will provide stronger
incentives for developers to ensure flat quality for better sale outcome and
to uphold their business reputation. To provide additional safeguard for the
quality and workmanship of the flats, developers will be required to employ
an independent checker to conduct final inspection of building works. The
basic requirements for inspection, and the need for developers to submit a
report to the satisfaction of the Secretary for Housing with the independent
checker certifying compliance with the requirements, will be stipulated in
the relevant land documents.

The buyer eligibility criteria (including income and asset limits) and
alienation restrictions will follow those under the prevailing HOS and
housing policy. If individual developers wish to use their own land to assist
a particular target group (e.g. youth) to meet their homeownership
aspirations, the Government will allow the developers to make minor
modification to the eligibility criteria on top of the HOS requirements under
the "private land approach". Such minor modification should however be
considered and approved by the Secretary for Housing on a case-by-case basis.

The Government has identified two sites for tender under the Pilot
Scheme, namely a formed site in Tung Chung Area 122 and an unformed site in
Cheung Man Road, Chai Wan. The two sites can provide around 1 600 and 700 SSF
flats respectively.

"We plan to tender the Tung Chung site by end-2023, followed by the Chai
Wan site in the first quarter of 2024. The Government is reviewing the
options for the third tender site. Details will be announced in due course",
the spokesman said.

"I look forward to active participation of developers in the Pilot
Scheme to jointly develop SSFs," Ms Ho said.



The key parameters of the policy framework and the PowerPoint slides
presented at the press conference announcing the policy framework today are
in Annex 1 and Annex 2 respectively.

Suspected case of ginkgo seed
poisoning under CHP investigation

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (June 13) investigating a suspected case of ginkgo seed poisoning and
hence reminded members of the public not to consume large amounts of ginkgo
seeds.

The case involves a 57-year-old man. He boiled about 50 ginkgo seeds
brought from the Mainland, as a gift from a relative, into ginkgo seed soup
yesterday (June 12), and ate them all. He developed dizziness, nausea,
vomiting, malaise, a headache and an increase in his heartbeat about two and
a half hours after consuming the ginkgo seeds. The patient was admitted to
the intensive care unit of Queen Mary Hospital on the same day. His condition
became stable after treatment. He is still hospitalised.

"Natural toxins are present in a wide variety of plants, some of which
are commonly consumed as food, including ginkgo seeds. Ginkgo seeds contain
toxins which are mainly neurotoxic. Vomiting, irritability and tonic or
clonic convulsions are the typical symptoms in ginkgo seed poisoning and
usually begin one to 12 hours after ingestion. Children are especially
susceptible to this type of food poisoning. In severe cases where large
amounts have been taken or the individuals are susceptible, loss of
consciousness and death may occur," a spokesman for the CHP explained.

"It has been reported that ingestion of 10 to 50 pieces of cooked ginkgo
seeds at one time can cause acute poisoning in humans. The unripe and
uncooked seeds are more toxic, as the toxicity is reduced after cooking," the
spokesman added.

The spokesman appealed to the public not to consume raw ginkgo seeds and
should limit the intake. Particular attention should be given to children,
the elderly and individuals with poor health conditions. If symptoms of
poisoning develop, they should immediately consult medical professionals for
advice and prompt treatment.
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The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (June 13) investigating a suspected case of ginkgo seed poisoning and
hence reminded members of the public not to consume large amounts of ginkgo
seeds.

The case involves a 57-year-old man. He boiled about 50 ginkgo seeds
brought from the Mainland, as a gift from a relative, into ginkgo seed soup
yesterday (June 12), and ate them all. He developed dizziness, nausea,
vomiting, malaise, a headache and an increase in his heartbeat about two and
a half hours after consuming the ginkgo seeds. The patient was admitted to
the intensive care unit of Queen Elizabeth Hospital on the same day. His
condition became stable after treatment. He is still hospitalised.

"Natural toxins are present in a wide variety of plants, some of which
are commonly consumed as food, including ginkgo seeds. Ginkgo seeds contain
toxins which are mainly neurotoxic. Vomiting, irritability and tonic or
clonic convulsions are the typical symptoms in ginkgo seed poisoning and
usually begin one to 12 hours after ingestion. Children are especially
susceptible to this type of food poisoning. In severe cases where large
amounts have been taken or the individuals are susceptible, loss of
consciousness and death may occur," a spokesman for the CHP explained.

"It has been reported that ingestion of 10 to 50 pieces of cooked ginkgo
seeds at one time can cause acute poisoning in humans. The unripe and
uncooked seeds are more toxic, as the toxicity is reduced after cooking," the
spokesman added.

The spokesman appealed to the public not to consume raw ginkgo seeds and
should limit the intake. Particular attention should be given to children,
the elderly and individuals with poor health conditions. If symptoms of
poisoning develop, they should immediately consult medical professionals for
advice and prompt treatment.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Tuesday,
June 13, 2023 is 103.8 (up 0.1 against yesterday's index).
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Arts Forum held in Sydney to foster
cultural exchanges between Hong Kong
and Australia (with photos)

The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, Sydney (Sydney ETO) hosted an
"Arts Forum x Networking Reception" (the Forum) in Sydney, Australia, today
(June 13) to foster cultural exchanges between Hong Kong and Australia and
showcase Hong Kong as a vibrant arts and cultural hub.

Jointly organised by the Hong Kong Arts Administrators Association
(HKAAA), the Forum was attended by more than 70 participants from various
fields, including local arts and cultural leaders, business executives,
government representatives, the media and the HKAAA delegation.

The Director of the Sydney ETO, Miss Trista Lim, said in her welcoming
remarks that Hong Kong is Asia's city of culture and creativity, bustling
with an array of blockbuster events. "In addition to staging mega arts events
in Hong Kong, we also enable Hong Kong arts groups and artists to connect
with audiences of different places. Today's event is a testimony to the
Government's dedication to setting the stage for cultural dialogues and
exchanges," she said.

Miss Lim added that the Mega Arts and Cultural Events Fund has been open
for application in April to encourage more large-scale arts and cultural
events to treat Hong Kong as their home. To realise the positioning of Hong
Kong as an East-meets-West centre for international cultural exchange under
the National 14th Five-Year Plan, the Government will continue to spare no
effort to develop world-class cultural facilities and a pluralistic cultural
environment.

Miss Lim also shared with participants various initiatives of the
Government to attract talent to Hong Kong, including the Top Talent Pass
Scheme and the recent expansion of the Talent List.

Prominent leaders from the arts and cultural sectors in Australia took
part in a panel discussion to share their valuable insights and experiences
of working across Australia, Hong Kong, Mainland China and other parts of the
Asia-Pacific region. They highlighted partnership and collaboration
strategies for arts organisations with successful cases to inspire the
audience. A networking reception was held after the Forum to foster further
exchanges between arts practitioners from Hong Kong and Australia.

After the programme in Sydney, the HKAAA delegation will proceed to
Melbourne and attend the Australian Performing Arts Market at RISING
Melbourne. A closing reception will be held in Melbourne on June 16 with the
support of the Sydney ETO to conclude their visit.
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