
Territory-wide flag day today

     Principal Chan Free Tutorial World Limited has been issued a Public
Subscription Permit to hold a territory-wide flag sale from 7am to 12.30pm
today (June 17), a spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD) said.

     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities, including any updated
information, covered by the issued Public Subscription Permits have been
published on the GovHK website (www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search).
Permits for flag days containing information on contact methods of the flag-
selling organisations and the approved flag-selling activities have also been
uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_flagdays) for
reference. For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678.

     â€‹In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people
should not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the
Police, the spokesman added.

Civil Aid Service held presentation
ceremony for Penny’s Bay commemorative
booklet “958 days in Penny’s Bay”
(with photos)

     The Civil Aid Service (CAS) on June 16 held at its headquarters a
presentation ceremony for the Penny's Bay commemorative booklet "958 days in
Penny's Bay". Witnessed by the Secretary for Security, Mr Tang Ping-keung,
and the Under Secretary for Security, Mr Michael Cheuk, members of the CAS
anti-epidemic team were presented with the commemorative booklets.

     Member of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference Dr Chuang Tze-cheung handed over 2,000 special
booklets printed under the sponsorship in the name of his late father Mr
Chuang Yung-chao to the Commissioner of the CAS, Mr Lo Yan-lai, and the Chief
Staff Officer of the CAS, Mr Leung Kwun-hong. The commemorative booklets were
then presented to members of the CAS anti-epidemic team to recognise the
professionalism they showcased during the epidemic and their dedication in
protecting the health of Hong Kong citizens. A collection of photos and
sharings have been included in the commemorative booklet to document the 958-
day anti-epidemic work in Penny's Bay. Members of the CAS anti-epidemic team
attended the presentation ceremony to show their support.
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     Speaking at the ceremony, Mr Leung reviewed the anti-epidemic work in
Penny's Bay over the past three years and thanked the Security Bureau for
their trust and support. As early as the beginning of the epidemic, CAS
members had taken on the mission of frontline quarantine work, risking
infection to provide support services for the isolation facility. He saluted
each and every member and thanked Dr Chuang for his support and recognition.

     Dr Chuang, in his speech, expressed his great honour in paying tribute
to the CAS volunteers, who fearlessly and selflessly fought against the
epidemic. He expressed his desire to care for society, contribute to the
community and serve Hong Kong with his own effort, upholding his father's
aspirations. Dr Chuang also gave words of encouragement to the CAS members
who attended the event.
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Missing man in Tsuen Wan located

Â Â Â Â Â Police located a man who went missing in Tsuen Wan.

Â Â Â Â Â Leung Wai-tong, aged 52, went missing after he was last seen in a
hotel on Castle Peak Road – Ting Kau on May 19 morning. His family made a
report to Police on May 23.

Â Â Â Â Â Police located the man at Shek O Village, Chai Wan tonight (June
16). He sustained no injuries and no suspicious circumstances were detected.

Chinese Opera Festival 2023 kicks off
today (with photos)

     Presented by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, the Chinese
Opera Festival (COF) 2023 opens today (June 16) at the Grand Theatre of the
Hong Kong Cultural Centre. After a three-year hiatus, this year's COF will
bring together nine quality operatic programmes from June to October to
showcase the splendour of Chinese operatic arts in the city.
 
     The opening programme of COF 2023 consists of performances by the Peking
Opera Theatre of Beijing, highlighting the artistic legacy of Peking opera
master Zhang Junqiu who was famed for his "qingyi" (virtuous female) roles
and lauded as one of the four best performers of "dan" (female) roles. The
first performance of tonight's opening programme is the classic play, "Top
Scholar as Matchmaker", which premiered in 1960 and is celebrated as one of
Zhang's iconic works. This time, his disciple Wang Rongrong, currently the
leading exponent of the Zhang style and a winner of the China Theatre Plum
Blossom Award, starred in the role of Princess Chai and led the Theatre cast
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to deliver a splendid performance, receiving warm applause from the audience.
 
     The COF 2023 has invited an excellent line-up of Chinese opera troupes
to stage stunning performances. Apart from the Peking Opera Theatre of
Beijing, there are the Centre for the Safeguarding of Qu Opera of Henan, the
Sichuan Opera Troupe, the Wuhan Han Opera Theatre, the Zhejiang Wu Opera
Research Centre and the Suzhou Kunqu Opera Theatre of Jiangsu. Moreover,
veteran local Cantonese opera artists as well as renowned Yue opera
performances will stage "The Art of Wusheng Roles in Cantonese Opera" and "A
Stellar Meet featuring Plum Blossom Award Winners in Yue Opera" respectively.
The grand finale of the COF, "Bless This Land – Cantonese Opera Showcase
under the Bamboo Theatre at Victoria Park", will be held outdoors at a large
makeshift bamboo theatre erected at Victoria Park. A series of extension
activities, including talks, meet-the-artists sessions, exhibitions and
Chinese opera film screenings, will be held throughout the festival period to
promote the artistry and culture of Chinese traditional opera.
 
     Since its inception in 2010, the COF has curated quality operatic
programmes with the aim of promoting the artistry and culture of Chinese
traditional opera. For more information on other fascinating programmes of
the COF 2023, please visit www.cof.gov.hk.
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