EPD’'s response to media enquiries

In response to media enquiries on noise control during events held at
the Kai Tak Arena, the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) today (March
16) gave the following response:

The EPD and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) have not imposed
any restrictions on the operating hours of events held at the Kai Tak Arena,
nor have they placed any limitations on activities extending beyond midnight.

Events held at the Kai Tak Arena (including sports events or music
performances) are conducted indoors with central air conditioning. Therefore,
the assessment in the EIA report concluded that noise levels would not exceed
the limits.

The EPD also conducted noise measurements near the venue during
rehearsal concerts. The results showed that the noise reduction facilities
installed at the venue are effective and meet the performance expectations
outlined in the EIA report, with noise levels complying with legal standards.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
heroin worth about $2.2 million at
airport (with photos)

Hong Kong Customs today (March 16) detected a drug trafficking case
involving baggage concealment at Hong Kong International Airport and seized
about 3.6 kilograms of suspected heroin with an estimated market value of
about $2.2 million, as well as a suspected alternative smoking product.

A female passenger, aged 21, and a male passenger, aged 19, arrived in
Hong Kong from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, today. During Customs clearance,
Customs officers found the batch of suspected heroin inside the female
passenger's check-in suitcase and the suspected alternative smoking product
from her carry-on bag. Both were subsequently arrested.

An investigation is ongoing.

Customs will continue to step up enforcement against drug trafficking
activities through intelligence analysis. The department also reminds members
of the public to stay alert and not participate in drug trafficking
activities for monetary return. They must not accept hiring or delegation
from another party to carry controlled items into and out of Hong Kong. They
are also reminded not to carry unknown items for other people.
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Customs will continue to apply a risk assessment approach and focus on
selecting passengers from high-risk regions for clearance to combat
transnational drug trafficking activities.

Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

Under the Import and Export Ordinance, a person who imports an
alternative smoking product into Hong Kong commits an offence. The maximum
penalty upon conviction is a fine of $2 million and imprisonment for seven
years.

Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 182 8080 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form
(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).
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Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
““space 0il drug” and suspected Part 1
poison (with photos)

Hong Kong Customs detected a case involving possession of etomidate, the
main ingredient of the "space oil drug", which is under the Dangerous Drug
Ordinance, and possession of "Tadalafil", which is a Part 1 poison under the
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, by an outgoing passenger at the Lok Ma Chau
Control Point on March 14. Five suspected "space oil drug" capsules, sixteen
tablets of suspected "Tadalafil" and one vape stick were seized.

Customs officers intercepted an outbound seven-seater private car for
clearance at the Lok Ma Chau Control Point on that day. Upon inspection, five
suspected "space oil drug" capsules, sixteen tablets of "Tadalafil" and one
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vape stick were found on a 35-year-old male passenger and his personal
belongings. The man was subsequently arrested.

The arrested man has been put on bail pending further investigation.

Customs will continue to step up enforcement and combat against
trafficking of the "space oil drug".

Under the Dangerous Drug Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is a
serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5 million
and life imprisonment.

Under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, any person who possesses any
poison included in Part 1 of the Poisons List other than in accordance with
provisions commits an offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine
of $100,000 and imprisonment for two years.

Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour report hotline 182 8080 or its dedicated crime
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form

(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).
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Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
““space 0il drug” and suspected Part 1
poison (with photos)

Hong Kong Customs detected a case involving possession of etomidate, the
main ingredient of the "space oil drug", which is under the Dangerous Drug
Ordinance, and possession of "Tadalafil", which is a Part 1 poison under the
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, by an outgoing passenger at the Lok Ma Chau
Control Point on March 14. Five suspected "space oil drug" capsules, sixteen
tablets of suspected "Tadalafil" and one vape stick were seized.

Customs officers intercepted an outbound seven-seater private car for
clearance at the Lok Ma Chau Control Point on that day. Upon inspection, five
suspected "space oil drug" capsules, sixteen tablets of "Tadalafil" and one
vape stick were found on a 35-year-old male passenger and his personal
belongings. The man was subsequently arrested.

The arrested man has been put on bail pending further investigation.

Customs will continue to step up enforcement and combat against
trafficking of the "space oil drug".

Under the Dangerous Drug Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is a
serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5 million
and life imprisonment.

Under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, any person who possesses any
poison included in Part 1 of the Poisons List other than in accordance with
provisions commits an offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine
of $100,000 and imprisonment for two years.

Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour report hotline 182 8080 or its dedicated crime

reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form
(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).
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Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fund 38th
Awards Presentation Ceremony held

today

The following is issued on behalf of the Working Family and Student Financial
Assistance Agency:

The 38th Awards Presentation Ceremony of the Sir Edward Youde Memorial
Fund (SEYMF) was held at Hong Kong City Hall today (March 16). Nine hundred
and fifty-eight students, four apprentices and five working adults were
presented with scholarships and awards.

Officiating at the ceremony were the Chairman of the SEYMF Council, Mr
Ma Ching-cheng, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Ms Kwan Sau-ha, and
other members of the Council and the Board of Trustees.

In Lady Youde's message for the ceremony, she remarked, "The Fund has
already disbursed more than $269 million. Over 880 000 students have received
our awards or joined our sponsored activities. It has been a privilege to see
how the Fund has made it possible for our young people, as well as more
mature working adults, to take on new challenges and fulfil their ambitions."

In the 2024/25 academic year, the Fund disbursed $2.94 million. The
awards presented this year included one fellowship award for overseas studies
($300,000); one overseas fellowship for a disabled student ($300,000); three
fellowships for local postgraduate students ($50,000 each); six scholarships
for local undergraduate students ($40,000 each); one local scholarship for a
disabled undergraduate student ($40,000); six medals for students who
achieved outstanding results in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE) Examination ($5,000 each); 928 prizes for senior secondary school
students and 12 prizes for students of the Vocational Training Council
($1,000 each); four awards for outstanding apprentices ($5,000 each); and
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five awards for working adults who underwent retraining and successfully
applied what they learned in their new positions ($5,000 each).

Competition for overseas fellowships and scholarships for the 2025/26
academic year was extremely keen. Among 187 applicants, Miss Suen Tsz-ching
was selected as the awardee of the overseas fellowship. She is currently a
judicial assistant at the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal and intends to
pursue a Master of Laws degree at Harvard University in the United States.

The recipient of the 2025/26 overseas fellowship for disabled students
is Miss Poon Sze-ling of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. She intends to
pursue a Master's degree in Linguistics at the University of Edinburgh in the
United Kingdom.

The six students who were awarded the Sir Edward Youde Memorial Medals
for outstanding results in the 2024 HKDSE Examination are:

(1) Mr Wong Shue-hei of St Paul's Co-Educational College;

(2) Mr Liu Chun-cheung Ander of St Joseph's College;

(3) Miss Leung Ying-hin of TWGHs Wong Fut Nam College;

(4) Mr Choy Ching-hei of Queen's College;

(5) Mr Chan Hei-ching of Baptist Lui Ming Choi Secondary School; and
(6) Miss Ho Nga-chi of Diocesan Girls' School.

a€<«The four apprentices, nominated by the Director of Apprenticeship,
who received the Outstanding Apprentice Awards are:

(1) Miss Chung Hiu-ying, who attained a Diploma of Vocational Education —
Earn and Learn Scheme (Electrical Engineering) and is currently a technician
IT;

(2) Mr Wong Chi-wai, who attained a Higher Diploma in Computer and Electronic
Engineering and is currently a technician;

(3) Mr Wong Wai-cheung, who attained a Higher Diploma in Building Services
Engineering and is currently an assistant electrical and mechanical engineer;
and

(4) Mr Yung Tsz-hung, who attained a Certificate of Vocational Education
(Electrical Engineering) and is currently an assistant technician.

a€<The five working adults, nominated by the Employees Retraining Board
and the Construction Industry Council, who received the Awards for Self-
Improvement for Working Adults are:

(1) Mr Chan Kwok-fai, who completed a Certificate in Health Worker Training
and is currently a night-shift dormitory assistant;



(2) Mr Lee Chi-ho, who completed a Certificate in Site Surveying and is
currently an assistant surveyor;

(3) Mr Poon Yuk-pui, who completed a Foundation Certificate in Exhibition
Booth Setting and Decoration and is currently a leveller;

(4) Mr Tse Chi-wing, who completed a Foundation Certificate in Electrical
Generator Technician Trainee Training (Tailor-Made Course) and is currently a
generation trainee; and

(5) Ms Tsoi Mei-shuen, who completed a Foundation Certificate in Physical
Fitness Instructor Training (Physical Fitness Foundation Certification Open
Examination) and is currently the founder and chief executive officer of a
cross-curriculum physical fitness social enterprise.

Since its inception, the SEYMF has supported around 31 500 Hong Kong
students under its major schemes. Over 2 890 scholars and fellows have
completed their studies and are now working in different sectors in Hong
Kong, contributing to the well-being and development of society.

In 2024/25, the Fund continued to provide an annual sponsorship of
$600,000 towards the Young Friends of the Hong Kong Arts Festival to increase
the exposure of secondary school and tertiary students to performing arts.
During the year, around 4 200 students became members of the Young Friends,
and around 11 000 students participated in various programmes and activities
under this scheme.



