LegCo Public Accounts Committee to
hold public hearing tomorrow

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

The Legislative Council (LegCo) Public Accounts Committee (PAC) will
hold the first public hearing on "Management of Mandatory Window Inspection
Scheme by the Buildings Department" (Chapter 4) of the Director of Audit’s
Report No. 84 tomorrow (May 16) at 8.45am in Conference Room 1 of the LegCo
Complex.

Four witnesses have been invited to appear before the above hearing to
respond to points raised in the Report and answer questions asked by the PAC
members.

The programme for the public hearing is as follows:

Subject: Management of Mandatory Window Inspection Scheme by the Buildings
Department

(Chapter 4 of the Director of Audit's Report No.84)

Date: May 16 (Friday)

Time: 8.45am

Venue: Conference Room 1

Witnesses:
Ms Bernadette Linn
Secretary for Development

Mrs Elina Chan
Deputy Secretary for Development (Planning and Lands)?2

Mr Ho Chun-hung
Director of Buildings

Ms Pelene Ng
Deputy Director of Buildings

The PAC is chaired by Mr Shiu Ka-fai, and its Deputy Chairman is Mr Paul
Tse. Other members are Ms Yung Hoi-yan, Mr Luk Chung-hung, Mr Edmund Wong, Mr
Louis Loong and Ms Carmen Kan.

Fatal traffic accident in Hung Hom

Police are investigating a fatal traffic accident happened in Hung Hom
in the small hours today (May 15) in which a man died.
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At 2.57am, a private car driven by a 32-year-old man was travelling
along Dyer Avenue eastbound. When approaching Hung Sing House, Hung Hom
Estate, the private car reportedly knocked down a 43-year-old non-ethnic
Chinese man.

Sustaining serious head injuries, the man was rushed to Queen Elizabeth
Hospital in unconscious state and was certified dead at 4.47am.

The driver was arrested for dangerous driving causing death and is being
detained for enquiries.

Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, Kowloon West
is underway.

Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers on 3661 9062.

DH responds to media enquiries on air-
conditioning interruption in private
hospital

In response to media enquiries regarding the air-conditioning
interruption that occurred at St. Teresa's Hospital in July 2024 for about an
hour, the Department of Health (DH) today (May 14) gave the following
response:

Regulatory regime

The DH regulates licensed private hospitals in accordance with the
Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance (Cap. 633) (the Ordinance). The Code
of Practice for Private Hospitals (the CoP) issued by the Director of Health
in accordance with the Ordinance sets forth licensing and operating standards
for private hospitals, including the relevant requirements for hospital
facilities and equipment.

The CoP stipulates that hospital installations and equipment must be
kept in good operational order and requires hospitals to have contingency
plans for emergencies (such as fire and the cessation of water or electricity
supply). It also sets out that healthcare engineering systems (including
electrical installations, specialised ventilation systems and medical gas
supplies) must be properly maintained to meet the service need and ensure
patient safety. Reportable events for private hospitals are also set out in
the CoP.
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The DH regularly reviews and updates regulatory standards for private
healthcare facilities, together with the experts of the Advisory Committee
for Regulatory Standards for Private Healthcare Facilities in accordance with
the established mechanism of the Advisory Committee. The DH will also
continue to review the CoP in accordance with the mechanism in order to
protect the interest of the public.

Investigation work

Regarding the incident at St. Teresa's Hospital, the DH was notified by
a doctor on September 2, 2024, about an air-conditioning interruption in the
operating theatres on the second floor of the hospital concerned in the
evening of July 31, 2024, which lasted approximately one hour.

Although air-conditioning interruption is not a reportable event of
private hospitals, the DH considered that the incident might have potential
patient safety concerns and therefore promptly initiated an investigation on
the same day (September 2, 2024) the notification was received. The DH sent
staff to conduct an inspection at the hospital concerned, checked relevant
documents, evaluated the effectiveness of its contingency measures, assessed
the environmental condition of the operating theatres during the interruption
and followed up on the remedial actions.

According to the investigation, the incident involved a malfunction of
the air-conditioning system used to regulate the room temperature which
lasted for about one hour. During which, 10 surgeries were performed in
various operating theatres. The hospital explained that dehumidifiers were
immediately deployed in the operating theatres where higher risk surgeries
were being performed, including the one where the doctor was performing an
operation. According to the hospital and the nurses on site, the severity of
condensation in the operating theatre did not result in water dripping onto
the surgical site of patients. The ventilation system used for infection
control in the operating theatres (including air filtration equipment, hourly
air change rate and a positive pressure environment) was operating normally.
Apart from immediately responding to the incident, the hospital has also
worked with its contractor to identify the cause of the incident and take
measures to prevent recurrence of similar incidents.

In addition, the hospital conducted prompt follow-up by conducting air
sampling of the operating theatres and surveillance on conditions of patients
who underwent surgeries during the affected period for infection, with no
abnormality detected. Based on the available evidence gathered, the DH
considered that there was insufficient evidence to show that the hospital has
breached the requirements of the Ordinance or the CoP.

Complaint handling
The Ordinance also provides for a complaints handling mechanism against

private healthcare facilities, which includes the establishment of the
statutory Committee on Complaints Against Private Healthcare Facilities



(Complaints Committee), with the DH serving as the Secretariat, to handle
complaints lodged by patients against licensed private healthcare facilities
(including private hospitals).

There were media enquiries on whether the DH had received any complaints
from patients. According to the DH's existing records, the DH received a call
on September 12, 2024, from a member of the public who enquired about the
complaint procedure against private healthcare facilities, and mentioned the
air-conditioning system of St. Teresa's Hospital was not functioning properly
when underwent surgeries. The Secretariat explained to the enquirer the
function of the Complaints Committee and statutory procedures of lodging a
complaint promptly. The Secretariat on the following day (September 13, 2024)
sent information on the complaint procedures with complaint form and
statutory declaration form to the email address provided by the person as
requested. The enquirer confirmed receipt of the concerned information and
forms by email but since then, the Complaints Committee has not received any
complaint from the concerned enquirer in relation to this incident.

The DH has completed investigation based on all available information,
but will continue to closely monitor licensed private healthcare facilities.
If there is new and concrete evidence, the DH will take appropriate actions
as necessary to safeguard patient safety.

Remarks by CE at media session 1in
Kuwait City (with photo/video)

The Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, concluded the visit of the business
delegation comprising representatives from Hong Kong and Mainland enterprises
to Middle East together with the Chairman of the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council, Dr Peter Lam; the Chairman of the Hong Kong General Chamber of
Commerce, Ms Agnes Chan; and the Chairman of the Dongchao Information
Technology (Shanghai) Company Limited, Mr Wang Chaoyou, in Kuwait City,
Kuwait, today (May 14, Kuwait City time). Following are the remarks by Mr
Lee:

Chief Executive: Today marks the final day of our visit to Kuwait. I would
like to extend my gratitude to the Kuwaiti Government for its high-level
hospitality and meticulous arrangements. I am particularly grateful to the
Kuwaiti Government for arranging the government team to stay at Bayan Palace.
We are particularly grateful to the Acting Prime Minister for hosting the
whole delegation for lunch at the Palace, leaving an unforgettable memory
amongst all members of the delegation.

Yesterday, I met with His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, followed by the
meeting with His Highness the Crown Prince. And then I also met the Acting
Prime Minister, who hosted a roundtable discussion attended by senior Kuwaiti
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officials. We share a common commitment to deepening bilateral co-operation
in trade, investment and cultural exchanges.

During our visit to Kuwait, we signed and reached 24 Memoranda of
Understanding (MOUs) and co-operation agreements, spanning across trade,
investment, financial services, technology, legal co-operation, customs
facilitation, aviation, tertiary education, etc.

Today is the last day of our Middle East visit. I would like to do a
sum-up of my four-day visit to Kuwait and Qatar. The delegation comprised
Hong Kong and Mainland business leaders. We achieved three key objectives:

1. To strengthen government-to-government relations;
2. To find new areas of collaboration;
3. To make friends, and extend our network.

The visit is successful, particularly in six areas.

First, we strengthened relations between the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government and the governments of Qatar and
Kuwait, establishing collaborative consensus.

Second, the visit resulted in a total of 59 MOUs and agreements, 35 in
Qatar and 24 in Kuwait, spanning across diverse areas and laying a robust
groundwork for multifaceted co-operation.

Third, we deepened mutual understanding and strengthened commercial and
trading networks. Delegation members have expanded their network and
connections, promoting the strengths and opportunities of Hong Kong and the
Mainland to partners in Qatar and Kuwait.

Fourth, we showcased Hong Kong's unique role under "one country, two
systems" as a "super connector" and "super value-adder", bridging global
opportunities. I invited, for the first time, over 20 Mainland enterprise
representatives to join the delegation, reflecting the synergy between Hong
Kong and the Mainland. We together aim to provide end-to-end supply chain
solutions for the Middle East and beyond.

Fifth, we bolstered ties with Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member
states. We created broader opportunities. Plus the two countries I have
visited during my last Middle East visit, we have now visited four of the six
GCC member states, representing two-thirds of the bloc and 90 per cent of its
population The HKSAR Government is now actively exploring a free trade
agreement with the GCC to further access this vital market.

Sixth, we advanced people-to-people exchanges. Two days ago, I announced
Qatar's new 30-day visa-free arrangement for HKSAR passport holders. I am
pleased now to further announce that the UAE (United Arab Emirates) will
grant Hong Kong 30-day visa-free access starting May 15, while Oman will on
the same date extend its visa-free period from 10 days to 14 days.

In meetings with leaders and officials, I appreciated their forward-
looking vision and understanding of Hong Kong's unparalleled advantages under



"one country, two systems" as a bridge between the Mainland and the world.
Middle East countries are seeking diversification of risks and looking for
opportunities in China and the HKSAR in order to join the tide of the global
economic shift towards the East. In this, Hong Kong has boundless
opportunities.

Reporter: I just have a couple of questions for you, please. Can you talk to
us about the relationship between Kuwait and Hong Kong in particular, and
Kuwait and China in general? The second question is about the Memoranda of
Understanding that you have signed yesterday and today. How can you describe
them? And how do they benefit the relations between Kuwait and Hong Kong?

Chief Executive: We have a very strong foundation of understanding and co-
operation with Kuwait. Kuwait is the first country to sign two agreements
together with Hong Kong. One is the agreement on investment protection and
promotion, and another agreement is about the avoidance of double taxation.
That speaks for the strong link, which has been established long ago between
Hong Kong and Kuwait. We have been inspired by the Kuwait Vision 2035, which
covers many areas in full alignment with what Hong Kong is doing and focusing
on. The Kuwait Vision 2035 covers areas to transform Kuwait into financial
centre, trading centre, infrastructure-building, human capital development,
healthcare, sustainability, and also building Kuwait into a country of
influence in this region and globally.

Hong Kong has a vision very similar to Kuwait in this regard. Hong Kong
is a financial centre, and is a shipping and trading centre, and we are
developing Hong Kong into an I&T (innovation and technology) hub. We are
quite proud of our education, because despite Hong Kong being just a city of
1 100 square kilometres, we have five universities that are within the top
100 globally, and we are quite strong in R&D (research and development),
particularly a lot of our universities' research has been graded outstanding.
What we are working hard is raising Hong Kong's profile in all this regard.
Sustainability is also one of our focuses, both in what we do environmentally
and also financially. We are doing a lot of green finance, and we emphasise
strongly (ESG) compliance. That is where we are going, and we think there are
a lot of things, because our visions just align so much together — a lot to
do — and that is between Hong Kong and Kuwait. I am very thankful and
grateful to His Highness, Amir of Kuwait, to meet me, and I am grateful to
the Prime Minister also, to host a lunch in the palace for the whole team.
Throughout all the meetings and discussions, we have very common
understanding that we should co-operate more in different areas.

Coming to the relation between China and Kuwait, China is Kuwait's, I
think, largest trade partner, and the diplomatic relations between China and
Kuwait started long, long time ago, and the partnership is close and ever-
rising. When I honourably saw His Highness, Amir of Kuwait, I felt his
friendship, genuineness, and sincerity of building good relations between
Kuwait and China. I am honoured to be able to be part of that success story.
My whole team feels proud to be in that part of success story.

Coming to the MOUs we have signed with Kuwait, both the governments and
different parties, 24 agreements and MOUs, they cover a wide range of areas.



Despite the very good foundation we already have, we are now formally telling
people of the two places where are the main directions of co-operation both
governments agree on. That helps in aligning direction, energy, focuses and
also our time, because time is precious. So all of them now, these are the
areas we can co-operate on and work hard on as well. That will bring returns
in much shorter time, in much bigger scale. Already, I have heard some
delegations forming to come to Hong Kong, so as to further continue the 1link.
I am very positive with the overall results, and I will be seeing a lot of
activities, not just between government-and-government exchange, but also
business-to-business, individuals-to-individuals. And that is why I am also
very thrilled to announce a lot of convenience that we have created for visa,
for going through the boundary, both goods and people.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the remarks.)

Business delegation led by the
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR
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Health Bureau responds to enquiries
regarding ban on flavoured
conventional smoking products

In response to media enquiries regarding the rationale behind the Health
Bureau's proposal to ban flavoured conventional smoking products under the
new phase of tobacco control measures, the Health Bureau gave the following
response today (May 14):

Tobacco companies have been adding various flavourings, such as menthol,
fruit and confectionary flavourings, into conventional smoking products to
disqguise the harshness of tobacco smoke, making it easier for non-smokers to
initiate and maintain smoking habit. Research showed that banning flavoured
conventional cigarettes can reduce the chances of young people using tobacco.

The Health Bureau has already clearly stated in the Consultation
Document on Tobacco Control Strategies in 2023 and subsequent relevant
Legislative Council documents that around 50 countries and regions worldwide,
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including 27 European Union member states, Canada and the United Kingdom,
have banned the sale of flavoured cigarettes. China's Taiwan region also
announced last year the prohibition of the use of specified flavour additives
in tobacco products.

The Health Bureau reiterates that banning flavoured conventional smoking
products is not unique to Hong Kong, nor is it "over the top". Contrarily,
Hong Kong needs to align itself with international tobacco control policies
through this legislative work.



