Hong Kong Night held in Niigata to
promote closer regional Asian economic
and trade ties (with photos)

The Federation of Hong Kong Business Associations Worldwide met in
Niigata, Japan, for the Asia Forum 2025, which is an annual regional
conference, running May 21 to 23. The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office
(Tokyo) and the Niigata Chapter of the Japan Hong Kong Society took the
opportunity to hold the Hong Kong Night yesterday evening (May 22). The event
is a highlight programme under the Asia Forum 2025 to promote closer regional
economic and trade ties, understanding and co-operation, as well as cultural
and tourism exchanges among member associations in Asia.

The Chairman of the Airport Authority Hong Kong, Mr Fred Lam, was
invited as the keynote speaker to share with the guests how Hong Kong
International Airport connects Hong Kong and the world, enhancing Hong Kong’s
competitiveness by leveraging various strengths of Hong Kong as a resilient
business and innovation hub.

In his keynote speech, Mr Lam recapped that Hong Kong has evolved from a
manufacturing centre to a premium business and trading hub over the years
with key advantages such as its free port status and low and simple tax
system. He highlighted the city’s internationally recognised position as the
world’s freest economy and related rankings.

"Hong Kong is a leading business and trading hub. At Hong Kong
International Airport (HKIA), we aim to support the city in meeting the next
wave of competition by providing more value to businesses around the world
and attracting more companies to invest and operate in Hong Kong. Our airport
therefore must offer the highest standard of convenience and efficiency,
through further extending air connectivity and leveraging technology. Our
Airport City development strategy sets its sights on transforming the airport
into a destination in its own right, attracting more passengers to visit or
transfer at Hong Kong," he said.

Mr Lam also updated the guests on the areas where HKIA can contribute to
enhancing Hong Kong'’'s trading hub status, including capturing the tremendous
opportunities of e-commerce, streamlining the logistics operations within the
region with intermodal connections, and handling new asset classes such as
art storage and gold storage.

The Principal Hong Kong Economic and Trade Representative (Tokyo), Miss
Winsome Au, said that the Federation of Hong Kong Business Associations
Worldwide is network of partners who bear testimony of how different regions
of the world have been connected through doing business with Hong Kong over
the years. To further enhance these connections and contribute even more
significantly to regional prosperity, Hong Kong is actively seeking early
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accession to the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership and has sought
valuable support for this from various member associations of the Federation
of Hong Kong Business Associations Worldwide.

The Federation of Hong Kong Business Associations Worldwide is a network
of 49 Hong Kong Business Associations in 38 countries and regions. The member
associations have strong business links to Hong Kong in their respective
countries.

The Asia Forum is a regional platform for the members of Hong Kong
Business Associations to network, share experiences, and build contacts as
well as business interests.
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CHP reminds public on precautions
against heat stroke during very hot
weather

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (May 23) reminded members of the public, particularly those undertaking
outdoor activities, to take heed of necessary measures against heat stroke
and sunburn in very hot weather.

“"The public should carry and drink plenty of water to prevent
dehydration while engaging in outdoor activities," a spokesman for the CHP
said.

"Those engaged in strenuous outdoor activities should avoid beverages
containing caffeine, such as coffee and tea, as well as alcohol, as they
speed up water loss through the urinary system," the spokesman explained.

"Infants and children, the elderly, pregnant women, those with chronic
illnesses such as heart disease or high blood pressure, outdoor/manual
workers, and individuals who are overweight are more vulnerable to heat
stroke. They should pay special attention," the spokesman added.

The public should adopt the following precautions:

e Wear loose and light-coloured clothing to reduce heat absorption and
facilitate sweat evaporation and heat dissipation;

e Avoid vigorous exercise and prolonged activities like hiking or trekking
as heat, sweating and exhaustion can place additional demands on the
physique;

e Perform outdoor activities in the morning or the late afternoon, if
possible;

e For indoor activities, open all windows, use a fan or use air-
conditioning to maintain good ventilation;

e Do not stay inside a parked vehicle; and

e Reschedule work to cooler times of the day if feasible. If working in a
hot environment is inevitable, introduce shade in the workplace where
practicable. Start work slowly and pick up the pace gradually. Move to a
cool area for rest at regular intervals to allow the body to recuperate.

a€<«The public should also note the latest and the forecast Ultraviolet
(UV) Index released by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO). When the UV Index is
high (6 or above):

e Minimise direct exposure of the skin and the eyes to sunlight;
e Apply a broad-spectrum water-resistant sunscreen product with a sun
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protection factor (SPF) of at least 30 or higher when participating in
outdoor activities. Reapply every two hours if you need to stay outdoors
for a prolonged period, or after swimming, sweating or towelling off;

e While using DEET-containing insect repellents for personal protection
against mosquito-borne diseases, apply sunscreen first, then insect
repellent;

e Seek shade;

e Wear UV-blocking sunglasses;

e Wear long-sleeved and loose-fitting clothes; and

e Wear a wide-brimmed hat or use an umbrella.

a€<«If symptoms develop, such as dizziness, headache, nausea, shortness
of breath or confusion, rest and seek help immediately, and seek medical
advice as soon as possible.

a€<The public may obtain more information from the DH's Health Education
Infoline (2833 0111), heat stroke page and UV radiation page; the HKO's Dial-
a-Weather (1878 200), latest weather report and forecast, UV Index and
weather information for hiking and mountaineering; and press releases of the
Labour Department on precautions against heat stroke for outdoor workers and
their employers when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force.

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.
To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.



https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/static/90064.html
https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/static/90063.html
https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/index.html
https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/uvinfo/uvinfo.html
https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/103461/Hong-Kong-Hiking-Trail-Weather-Service
https://www.labour.gov.hk/eng/major/index.htm
http://www.government-world.com/very-hot-weather-warning-issued-446/

Government deeply concerned about

Tseung Kwan 0 Line train incident

The Government is deeply concerned about the train incident on the MTR
Tseung Kwan 0 Line yesterday evening (May 22). At around 5.15pm, the
Government received notification from the MTR Corporation Limited (MTRCL)
that, due to failure of the traction power supply system, Tseung Kwan 0 Line
services was disrupted and then fully suspended.

Upon receiving notification of the incident from the MTRCL, the
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) immediately deployed
professional railways and electrical engineers to the site to assess the
situation and conduct investigation of the incident. Preliminary findings
indicated that a section of the overhead cable was found faulted in the
tunnel of the Tseung Kwan 0 Line (Tseung Kwan 0 Station to Yau Tong Station
direction) near Quarry Bay Station. The traction power supply system was
tripped when the train passed through the section. The EMSD also found signs
of damage to the overhead cable at the scene of the incident. It is initially
suspected that the cause of incident was related to the damage of cable
components. Detailed investigation is ongoing.

The EMSD will continue with its overnight investigation at the scene on
the traction power supply system, and inspect incident train at the depot.
The investigation encompasses the consideration of power distribution system,
train components, environmental conditions and human factors, etc. The EMSD
has requested the MTRCL to conduct a comprehensive review on the incident and
submit an investigation report as soon as possible to explain the cause of
the incident and propose improvement measures to prevent recurrence of
similar incidents.

Buildings Department refuses
application for registration renewal
for contractor

The Secretary for Development, Ms Bernadette Linn, said today (May 22)
that the Buildings Department (BD) has refused the application for
registration renewal of Aggressive Construction Company Limited (ACCL).

As a registered general building contractor (RGBC), the registration of
ACCL expired in April 2023. It was involved in three serious incidents,
including a fatal incident in 2022 involving the collapse of a tower crane at
a construction site at Anderson Road, a fatal incident in July 2020 involving
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the electrocution of a worker at a construction site at Wang Chin Street, and
a fatal incident in October 2023 involving a worker falling from height at a
construction site at To Wah Road. These incidents resulted in a total of five
deaths. The BD referred the renewal application to the Contractors
Registration Committee (CRC) for interview and assessment in accordance with
the Buildings Ordinance (BO). The CRC is established under the BO and its key
members are nominated by the relevant building professional registration
boards and the industry. After several rounds of interviews, the CRC was not
satisfied that the authorised signatories of ACCL were competent and capable
in site supervision and safety management to act on behalf of ACCL for the
purpose of the BO, and was not satisfied that the contractor had proper site
safety management. After careful consideration of CRC's recommendation, the
BD has decided to refuse ACCL's application for registration renewal. The BD
issued today a letter to ACCL, notifying that it will be removed from the
register of general building contractors on June 20, and that it will not be
allowed to carry out any building works under the BO from that date onwards.

The BD has also requested ACCL to inform the authorised persons (APs) of
the building sites of the relevant private development projects under its
charge in accordance with the law, including submitting to the APs a notice
of cessation of appointment, certifying that the building works carried out
are in accordance with the provisions of the BO and its regulations, and
giving a clear account of the scope of the completed building works. At the
same time, the BD also issued a letter to inform the APs responsible for the
relevant building sites that the application for renewal of registration of
ACCL has been refused, reminding the APs that they should make arrangements
for the remaining works as soon as possible, including proposing to the owner
of the project the appointment of another registered contractor to follow up
the outstanding building works and ensuring that the building works of the
project have been carried out in compliance with the provisions of the BO and
its regulations. A copy of the letter has been copied to the relevant project
owners. It is believed that the relevant owners will expeditiously and
properly handle and hand over the outstanding works with the original
contractor and appoint another suitable registered contractor to continue
with the relevant works as soon as possible.

ACCL is currently the main contractor for six development projects,
three of which are public housing projects (including the public housing
development at Tuen Mun Area 29 West, the public housing development at Tung
Chung Area 100, and the underground link of Pak Tin Estate redevelopment
Phase 10), one is a public works project for the construction of a new Chai
Wan Government Complex, one is a subsidised sale housing project on Anderson
Road by the Hong Kong Housing Society, and the remaining one is a student and
staff dormitory project of the University of Hong Kong on Pok Fu Lam Road.
With ACCL being removed from the register of general building contractors, it
will no longer be allowed to carry out five of the residential and hostel
projects mentioned above according to the law or contract terms. As for the
public works project of Chai Wan Government Complex, although it is neither
bound by the BO or relevant contract terms to employ a contractor from the
register of general building contractors for this project, in view of the
slow progress over the past months and the fact that the performance of the



contractor is far below contract requirements, the relevant works department
will terminate the contract as soon as possible in accordance with the
contractual mechanism. The Housing Authority and the relevant works
department will follow up with ACCL as soon as possible to arrange for a new
contractor to take over the project sites within two months of ACCL leaving
the site, so as to complete the remaining works and to minimise the impact on
the projects.

In order to minimise the impact to current workers and subcontractors,
the Government encourages new contractors for the projects concerned to take
priority in engaging current workers and subcontractors. In addition, special
consultation counters have been set up at ten Regional Offices of the Labour
Relations Division of the Labour Department (LD) to provide appropriate
assistance to affected workers. If affected workers need assistance or have
enquiries in respect of matters of employment or employees' rights, they may
call the Construction Industry Recruitment Centre (Tel: 3428 3303) or the
Labour Relations Division (Tel: 2927 6080) of the LD during office hours.

During the processing of the registration renewal application, relevant
departments and parties have strengthened efforts to ensure site safety at
ACCL's construction sites. Apart from proactively doubling surprise
inspections to private construction sites, the BD has also required project
owners and ACCL to implement additional measures to enhance site supervision.
As for public construction sites, the responsible parties have also
strengthened site supervision. From now until ACCL's removal from the
register, these enhanced measures will continue to be in place if
construction activities are still taking place at the construction sites.

Ms Linn emphasised, "We understand that the decision to refuse the
registration renewal may have an impact on the works in progress, but the BD,
as the regulatory authority, is required to process registration renewal
applications rigorously and professionally in accordance with the BO, which
clearly stipulates the factors to be taken into account by the BD. These
factors are mainly for assessing whether the registered contractor continues
to have the competence, experience, qualifications and suitable appointed
persons to act on its behalf in discharging statutory obligations in respect
of building works under construction, including building safety. We need to
ensure that the system for renewing the registration of registered
contractors can play an effective gatekeeping role in maintaining the
professional standard of the industry, separating the wheat from the chaff
and sending a clear message to the industry and the community, so that the
construction industry can continue to develop healthily."

She supplemented, "Refusing the application for renewal of registration
of ACCL is only one of the series of follow-up actions taken by the
Government following construction site fatal incidents. In 2023, the BD and
the LD instigated prosecutions against ACCL and related individuals under
their respective ordinances regarding the collapse of a tower crane on
Anderson Road. The case will be heard in January 2026. The involved
authorised signatory of ACCL was also charged with manslaughter in 2024,
which will be heard in July 2025. As for the other two serious incidents,
ACCL and related individuals were convicted and fined under labour ordinances



for the 2020 incident, while the 2023 incident will be heard in July 2025."



