
Update on dengue fever

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(August 30) reported the latest number of dengue fever (DF) cases, and urged
the public to maintain strict environmental hygiene, mosquito control and
personal protective measures both locally and during travel.

     From August 23 to yesterday (August 29), the CHP recorded three imported
DF cases; the patients had been to India, the Mainland and the Philippines
respectively during the incubation periods.

     As of yesterday, 54 cases of DF, including 50 imported and four local
cases, had been recorded in 2024. In 2023, 62 imported cases of DF were
recorded.

     According to the World Health Organization, the global incidence of DF
has markedly increased over the past two decades, posing a substantial public
health challenge. In 2023, ongoing transmissions, combined with an unexpected
spike in DF cases, had resulted in close to a historic high of over 6.5
million cases, and more than 7 300 dengue-related deaths reported in over 80
countries/territories. The latest surveillance data shows that there is an
increase in DF cases noted in some places in Asia (such as Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand) compared to the same period last year.
Since the beginning of 2024, the Americas, including Brazil, Argentina and
Peru, have recorded over 11 million cases, a record number. Detailed
information on the latest DF situation in Hong Kong, as well as neighbouring
and overseas countries and areas, has been uploaded to the CHP website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/df_imported_cases_and_overseas_figures_eng.pdf).

     "Apart from general measures, travellers returning from areas affected
by DF should apply insect repellent for 14 days upon arrival in Hong Kong. If
feeling unwell, seek medical advice promptly and provide travel details to a
doctor," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     The public should take heed of the following advice on mosquito control:
 
• Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and drains
to prevent blockage;
• Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;
• Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;
• Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week. The
use of saucers should be avoided if possible;
• Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;
• Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and
• Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers, and apply insect repellent containing DEET to
clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor activities.
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     DEET-containing insect repellents are effective and the public should
take heed of the tips below:
     
• Read the label instructions carefully first;
• Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;
• Apply on exposed skin and clothing;
• Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent for
children*;
• Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and
• Reapply only when needed and follow the instructions.
* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne diseases
are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2 months or
above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET concentration of
up to 30 per cent.

     The public should call 1823 in case of mosquito problems and may visit
the following pages for more information: the DF page of the CHP and
the Travel Health Service, the latest Travel Health News, tips for using
insect repellents, and the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.

Phishing emails related to Tai Sang
Bank Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Tai Sang Bank Limited relating to
phishing emails, which have been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the
press release is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the emails
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report the matter to the Police by contacting the
Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.
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HKMC’s Social Bonds Allocation Update
and Impact Report 2024 published

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Mortgage Corporation Limited (HKMC) today (August 30)
published its Social Bonds Allocation Update and Impact Report 2024 (Report).
The Report mainly discloses the allocation of the net proceeds of the two
social bond issuances launched by the HKMC in 2022 and 2023, as well as their
social impacts as of June 30, 2024. An Independent Practitioner's Limited
Assurance Report was issued by PricewaterhouseCoopers on the reported
allocation and selected information disclosed in the Report.

     Details of the Report and the Independent Practitioner's Limited
Assurance Report are available at
www.hkmc.com.hk/eng/investor_relations/sustainable_finance.html.

HAD opens temporary heat shelters

     The Home Affairs Department will continue to open 19 community
halls/community centres as temporary heat shelters today (August 30).

     The temporary heat shelters will remain open for people to take refuge
from the heat when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force. From 10.30pm to
8am the next day, the temporary heat shelters will also provide bedding and a
sleeping place for people in need. The shelters are manned by duty
attendants.

     For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.

     The heat shelters are located at:

Hong Kong Island:
———————

Central and Western –
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun

Eastern –
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay

http://www.government-world.com/hkmcs-social-bonds-allocation-update-and-impact-report-2024-published/
http://www.government-world.com/hkmcs-social-bonds-allocation-update-and-impact-report-2024-published/
https://www.hkmc.com.hk/eng/investor_relations/sustainable_finance.html
http://www.government-world.com/had-opens-temporary-heat-shelters-159/


Southern –
Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau

Wan Chai –
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai

Kowloon Districts:
——————

Kowloon City –
Hung Hom Community Hall
1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom

Kwun Tong –
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin

Sham Shui Po –
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po

Wong Tai Sin –
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan

Yau Tsim Mong –
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei

New Territories Districts:
————————–

Islands –
Tung Chung Community Hall
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building, 39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung

Kwai Tsing –
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung

North –
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling

Sai Kung –
Hang Hau Community Hall
G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan O Government Complex, 38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau,
Tseung Kwan O
 
Sha Tin –



Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin
 
Tai Po –
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 
Tsuen Wan –
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan
 
Tuen Mun –
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun
 
Yuen Long –
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long
 
Yuen Long –
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai

     In addition to the above heat shelters, a number of community
halls/community centres can also be used for taking refuge from the heat
during their operating hours. For their address details, please browse the
following
document: www.had.gov.hk/file_manager/en/documents/public_services/emergency_
services/List_CH_CC_Day_E.pdf.

Appointments to Task Force on
Promoting Web3 Development

     The Government announced today (August 30) the appointments of Dr Johnny
Ng Kit-chong, Mr Patrick Pan Zhiyong and Mr John Wang Jiachao to the Task
Force on Promoting Web3 Development with effect from today up to June 30,
2025. 
 
     A Government spokesman said, "Since its establishment last year, the
Task Force has been actively exploring ways to capitalise on the megatrend of
Web3 development, so as to lead and drive the development and innovation in
relevant areas as well as application in respect of finance, trade, business,
etc. The three new members appointed are conversant with Web3 development. We
believe that they will help promote Hong Kong as a Web3 hub."
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     The Financial Secretary announced in the 2023-24 Budget the
establishment of the Task Force to provide recommendations on the sustainable
and responsible development of Web3 in Hong Kong. The Task Force was
established in June last year.
 
     Chaired by the Financial Secretary, the Task Force comprises 18 non-
official members from the relevant market sectors, with the participation of
the key Government officials and financial regulators concerned:
 
Chairman
———–
Financial Secretary
 
Non-official members
(in alphabetical order of family names)
————————
Professor Alex Au Wai-chi
Mr Norman Chan Tak-lam
Mr Duncan Chiu
Mr Lawrence Chu Sheng-yu
Professor Gu Ronghui
Dr Jack Kong Jianping
Ms Joy Lam
Mr Eddie Lau Fu-wing
Professor Lin Chen
Mr Robert Andrew Lui Chi-wang
Dr Johnny Ng Kit-chong (new member)
Mr Patrick Pan Zhiyong (new member)
Professor Jack Poon Sik-ching
Ms Elizabeth Quat
Mr Siu Yat
Mr Neil Tan
Mr John Wang Jiachao (new member)
Dr Xiao Feng
 
Official members
——————-
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
Permanent Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury (Financial
Services)
Permanent Secretary for Innovation, Technology and Industry
Under Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
Commissioner for Digital Policy
Director-General of Investment Promotion, Invest Hong Kong
Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong Cyberport Management Company Limited
Chief Executive, Hong Kong Monetary Authority
Chief Executive Officer, Securities and Futures Commission
Chief Executive Officer, Insurance Authority
Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited
 


