
Hong Kong Customs detects case of
precious metals and stones dealer
carrying out specified transactions
without registration

     Hong Kong Customs yesterday (September 11) detected a case which
involved a local company that conducted transactions of diamonds and precious
products with each transaction value exceeding HK$120,000 without
a registration under the Dealers in Precious Metals and Stones Regulatory
Regime. A director of the company was arrested.

     An investigation is ongoing. The arrested person has been released on
bail pending further investigation.

     According to the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorist Financing
Ordinance (Cap. 615), the Regime came into effect on April 1, 2023. Any
person who is seeking to carry on a business of dealing in precious metals
and stones in Hong Kong and engage in any transaction(s) (whether making or
receiving a payment) with a total value at or above HK$120,000 in Hong Kong
is required to register with the Commissioner of Customs and Excise. Any
dealer, other than a registrant, who claims to be a registrant, claims to be
authorised to carry out, or carries out any cash or non-cash transaction(s)
with total a value at or above HK$120,000 is liable to a maximum fine of
HK$100,000 and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.

     Hong Kong Customs reminds all dealers that the transitional period for
registration under the Regime has ended. Any dealers in precious metals and
stones must successfully obtain the relevant registration before they can
carry out any cash or non-cash transaction(s) with a total value at or above
HK$120,000.

     For the forms, procedures and guidelines to submit applications for
registration, please visit the website for Dealers in Precious Metals and
Stones Registration System (www.drs.customs.gov.hk) or Hong Kong Customs'
webpage
(www.customs.gov.hk/en/service-enforcement-information/anti-money-laundering/
supervision-of-dealers-in-precious-metals-and-ston/index.html).

     Members of the public may report any suspected transactions involving
precious metals and stones with a total value at or above HK$120,000
conducted without the required registration to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545
6182 or its dedicated crime-reporting email account
(crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form (eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).
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Phishing emails related to The
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Limited relating to phishing emails, which have been reported to
the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the emails
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report the matter to the Police by contacting the
Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.

Taxi-Driver-Offence Points Ordinance
to come into operation on September 22

     The Transport Department (TD) today (September 12) reminded the taxi
trade that the Taxi-Driver-Offence Points (TDOP) Ordinance will come into
operation on September 22 to introduce the TDOP system.
 
     A spokesman for the TD said, "The quality of taxi services has been an
issue of concern in recent years. Considering the public's strong demand for
enhancing the quality of taxi services, the Government modelled on the
existing driving-offence points system and introduced the TDOP system. The
TDOP system aims to strengthen the deterrent effect against malpractices by
taxi drivers for combating the black sheep in the taxi industry and enhancing
the service quality and overall image of the trade."
 
     The TDOP system covers 11 taxi-driver-related offences that affect taxi
service quality and carry higher penalties under the existing legislation,
including overcharging, wilfully refusing or neglecting to accept a hire and
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driving to a destination other than by the most direct practicable route.
These 11 offences are categorised into three layers based on their
seriousness and assigned with 10, five and three points respectively (see
Annex). If a person is convicted of, or becomes liable to, a fixed penalty
for a related offence, a respective number of points will be incurred.
 
     Under the TDOP system, for any taxi driver who has accumulated points
incurred to a specified level within any two-year period, a respective action
or penalty will be triggered. Specifically, an Advice of Taxi-Driver-Offence
Points will be served by the Commissioner for Transport to any person
incurring eight to 14 points; and a Notice of Obligatory Attendance of Taxi
Service Improvement Course (TSIC) will also be served to any person incurring
10 points or more, requiring the person to attend and complete a TSIC at
his/her own cost within a specified period of time. Failure to comply with
such requirement without reasonable excuse is an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine of $5,000 and imprisonment for one month. All taxi
drivers who have incurred points (including those who have not been served
with a Notice of Obligatory Attendance) can attend a TSIC, and three points
will be deducted from the total number of points previously incurred by that
person after completing a TSIC and passing its examination. Furthermore, any
person incurring 15 points or more is liable to be disqualified from driving
a taxi. The disqualification period will be three months for the first
disqualification and six months for each subsequent disqualification.
 
     Following the passage of the TDOP Bill by the Legislative Council in
mid-December and the publication in the gazette on December 22, 2023, the TD
has been maintaining close liaison with the taxi trade, including briefing
the taxi trade on the operation of the TDOP system, and reminding them to get
prepared for it. The TD has again briefed the taxi trade on details and
requirements of the TDOP system and the Ordinance through regular taxi trade
conferences and letters from early September onwards, to enable the trade to
familiarise themselves with the operation of the TDOP system.

STL continues visit to Shanghai with
LegCo Panel on Transport (with photos)

     The Secretary for Transport and Logistics, Mr Lam Sai-hung, together
with Members of the Legislative Council Panel on Transport, today (September
12) continued their visit to Shanghai. The Commissioner for Transport, Ms
Angela Lee, also joined the visit.

     In the morning, Mr Lam and the delegation visited the Shanghai Hongqiao
Comprehensive Transportation Hub to learn about its operations. The
transportation hub, which comprises Shanghai Hongqiao International Airport
terminal, railway stations, long-haul bus stations, transport interchanges
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and subway stations, handles over a million passengers daily. The delegation
then met with the Shanghai Municipal Transportation Commission to exchange
views on smart mobility and traffic management.
      
     Mr Lam said that Hong Kong is studying the construction of a new
generation of transport interchange hubs (TIHs) at strategic locations, which
will integrate various transport facilities and amenities in a one-stop
manner. TIHs will efficiently gather and disperse passengers and integrate
transport with the daily lives and various activities of the public, while
driving the development of the neighbouring areas. Additionally, with
frequent exchanges between Shanghai and Hong Kong, the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region looks forward to exploring further
opportunities to enhance connections and co-operation with Shanghai
authorities.
      
     The delegation will leave Shanghai in the afternoon and will begin their
visit to Hangzhou tomorrow (September 13).

    

  

HAD opens temporary heat shelters

     The Home Affairs Department will continue to open 19 community
halls/community centres as temporary heat shelters today (September 12).
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     The temporary heat shelters will remain open for people to take refuge
from the heat when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force. From 10.30pm to
8am the next day, the temporary heat shelters will also provide bedding and a
sleeping place for people in need. The shelters are manned by duty
attendants.

     For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.

     The heat shelters are located at:

Hong Kong Island:
———————

Central and Western –
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun

Eastern –
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay

Southern –
Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau

Wan Chai –
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai

Kowloon Districts:
——————

Kowloon City –
Hung Hom Community Hall
1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom

Kwun Tong –
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin

Sham Shui Po –
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po

Wong Tai Sin –
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan

Yau Tsim Mong –
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre



60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei

New Territories Districts:
————————–

Islands –
Tung Chung Community Hall
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building, 39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung

Kwai Tsing –
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung

North –
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling

Sai Kung –
Hang Hau Community Hall
G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan O Government Complex, 38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau,
Tseung Kwan O
 
Sha Tin –
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin
 
Tai Po –
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 
Tsuen Wan –
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan
 
Tuen Mun –
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun
 
Yuen Long –
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long
 
Yuen Long –
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai

     In addition to the above heat shelters, a number of community
halls/community centres can also be used for taking refuge from the heat
during their operating hours. For their address details, please browse the
following
document: www.had.gov.hk/file_manager/en/documents/public_services/emergency_
services/List_CH_CC_Day_E.pdf.
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