
Government posts second batch of
notices of land resumption for Second
Phase development of Hung Shui Kiu/Ha
Tsuen New Development Area

     The Lands Department (LandsD) today (September 19) posted the second
batch of resumption notices in accordance with section 4 of the Lands
Resumption Ordinance (Chapter 124) for the Second Phase development of Hung
Shui Kiu/Ha Tsuen New Development Area (HSK/HT NDA) to resume 297 private
lots with a total area of about 17.7 hectares.

     The 297 private lots to be resumed this time include sites with no
application under the Enhanced Conventional New Town Approach received by the
deadline in end-April this year, and a site with an application not accepted
for further processing due to not fulfilling land exchange criteria. The land
concerned requires resumption to allow the Government to carry out works.

     The above 297 private lots will revert to the Government upon the expiry
of a period of three months from the date of affixing the notices (i.e.
December 20, 2024). The Government will release ex-gratia land compensation
to the relevant land owners after the land reversion. The Government has
approached all affected households and business operators and is handling the
compensation and rehousing matters at full steam.

     The first batch of resumption notices involving about 176 hectares of
land for the Second Phase development of HSK/HT NDA was posted on May 30 this
year. The said land reverted to the Government on August 31, and is gradually
being handed over to the Civil Engineering and Development Department for
site formation and engineering infrastructure works. 

     Upon full development, the HSK/HT NDA will provide about 66 700
additional housing units, capable of accommodating a population of about
184 000. In addition, the industrial and commercial land in the NDA will
provide about 6.4 million square metres of gross floor area, creating about
150 000 job opportunities.

CHP investigates suspected poisoning
case after consumption of medicinal
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plant

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (September 19) investigating a suspected case of poisoning related to
the consumption of soup containing Radix Fici Simplicissimae suspected to be
mixed with Gelsemium elegans, and appealed to members of the public not to
collect, buy or consume medicinal plants of unknown origin.

     The case involves a 65-year-old male and a 60-year-old female from the
same household. They developed dizziness, nausea, blurred vision and
fingertip numbness around 30 to 60 minutes after consuming self-prepared soup
containing Radix Fici Simplicissimae at home on September 3. They attended
the Accident and Emergency Department of Prince of Wales Hospital on the same
day and were in stable condition. Both of them have been discharged after
treatment.

     Urine samples of both patients, as well as the remnants of the herbal
soup and the unused Radix Fici Simplicissimae, were sent for laboratory
testing by the hospital. The urine sample of the female patient and the
remnants of the herbal soup were found to contain gelsemine after laboratory
testing.

     The CHP's initial investigations revealed that the Radix Fici
Simplicissimae concerned was not bought in Hong Kong. Investigations are
ongoing.

     "Radix Fici Simplicissimae is not toxic, but it resembles some toxic
plants, such as Gelsemium elegans, and could be mixed up with these
substances. Members of the public should purchase medicinal plants from
licensed shops with good reputations and should not consume medicinal plants
of unknown origin. If they feel unwell after taking medicinal plants, they
should seek advice from healthcare professionals immediately," a spokesman
for the CHP advised.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
ketamine at airport (with photo)

     Hong Kong Customs on September 17 seized about 15 kilograms of suspected
ketamine with an estimated market value of about $7.26 million at Hong Kong
International Airport.

     A 42-year-old foreign male passenger arrived in Hong Kong from
Dusseldorf, Germany, via Helsinki, Finland, on that day. During customs
clearance, the batch of suspected ketamine was seized from 30 coffee powder
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packages inside his check-in suitcase. The man was subsequently arrested.

     An investigation is ongoing.

     Customs will continue to step up enforcement against drug trafficking
activities through intelligence analysis. The department also reminds members
of the public to stay alert and not participate in drug trafficking
activities for monetary return. They must not accept hiring or delegation
from another party to carry controlled items into and out of Hong Kong.
Customs will continue to apply a risk assessment approach and focus on
selecting passengers from high-risk regions for clearance to combat
transnational drug trafficking activities.

     Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

     Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form
(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).

  

Proprietor fined for violation of
safety legislation

     Yau Hing Machinery Limited was fined $79,000 at the Fanling Magistrates'
Courts today (September 19) for the violation of the Factories and Industrial
Undertakings Ordinance. The prosecutions were launched by the Labour
Department.
      
     The case involved a fatal accident that occurred on November 8, 2022, at
a machinery depot in Tai Po. It was suspected that while a worker was
repairing a vibratory roller, the machine suddenly moved backward and ran
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over him. The worker sustained injuries and passed away on the same day. 

Acting Secretary for Health meets
delegation of National Administration
of Traditional Chinese Medicine (with
photos)

     The Acting Secretary for Health, Dr Libby Lee, met with a delegation led
by Vice Commissioner of the National Administration of Traditional Chinese
Medicine (NATCM) Dr Wang Zhiyong today (September 19) to have in-depth
discussions and exchanges on promoting Chinese medicine (CM) development.
 
     Dr Lee said, "CM constitutes an integral part of the healthcare system
of Hong Kong and also serves as a traditional strength of the city. The Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government is committed to
promoting the high-quality development of CM in Hong Kong on all fronts, and
has been stepping up efforts and devoting more resources to fully press ahead
with various tasks in recent years. Among them are driving the construction
of the first Chinese Medicine Hospital (CMH) of Hong Kong and the permanent
building of the Government Chinese Medicines Testing Institute for
commissioning in phases starting from the end of next year, increasing the
quotas for government-subsidised CM outpatient services, expanding the
Integrated Chinese-Western Medicine services, launching a world-class Digital
Herbarium for Chinese Medicines, taking forward scientific research and
standard-setting for Chinese medicines testing, injecting additional funds
into the Chinese Medicine Development Fund, commencing the formulation of the
Chinese Medicine Development Blueprint (Blueprint), and boosting the
establishment of CM talent pool.

     "The HKSAR Government expresses sincere gratitude to the NATCM for its
unwavering support for the development of CM in Hong Kong. Since November
last year, the NATCM has been collaborating with the Health Bureau (HHB) in
rolling out the Hong Kong Chinese Medicine Talent Training Programme, in
which two short-term and one medium term training programmes were held in
Beijing to date, providing advanced clinical training to nearly 90 Hong Kong
Chinese medicine practitioners and Chinese medicines professionals with a
view to accelerating the nurturing of Hong Kong's CM talent pool for meeting
the future development needs of the CMH and the entire CM sector of Hong
Kong." 

     The HKSAR Government is currently collaborating with the CM sector to
formulate the Blueprint expected for release next year to map out the vision
and strategies for the future development of CM in Hong Kong. The Blueprint
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involves different stakeholders within and outside the CM sector and covers a
number of major areas, including service development, talent training,
professional development, industry development, scientific research and
innovation, public education as well as cultural inheritance. 

     Dr Lee said, "The HHB attaches great importance to the Resolution of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) on Further Deepening
Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Modernization as adopted by the
Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee and will strenuously
work in line with the objective of deepening medical and healthcare reform as
stipulated in the Resolution by pursuing innovation in the healthcare realm,
and giving full play to the characteristics of CM in Hong Kong and the city's
strengths in areas such as service delivery, standard-setting, international
connectivity and clinical research in a bid to play a more active role in the
construction of CM highlands in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area and better integrate into the overall development of the country,
thereby making contributions to the high-quality development of traditional
medicine of our nation."

     The NATCM delegation arrived in Hong Kong this morning for a four-day
visit. During their visit to Hong Kong, the delegation will participate in
the Launch Ceremony of the Clinical Guideline of Acupuncture and Moxibustion
for Smoking Cessation as well as the National Survey of Chinese Materia
Medica Resources (Hong Kong Region) Activity Day organised by the Department
of Health. In addition, the delegation will attend the 75th National Day
Chinese Medicine Expo Carnival organised by the Federation of the Hong Kong
Chinese Medicine Practitioners and Chinese Medicines Traders Association with
sponsorship from the HHB. The Carnival will be held at Plaza Hollywood in
Diamond Hill on September 21 and 22, featuring an array of activities for
public participation, including the exhibition of Chinese herbal medicines,
health maintenance seminars and free CM consultation sessions. 

     The Director of Health, Dr Ronald Lam; Deputy Secretary for Health Mr
Eddie Lee; the Project Director of the Chinese Medicine Hospital Project
Office of the HHB, Dr Cheung Wai-lun; the Senior Advisor (Secretary for
Health's Office), Dr Joe Fan; the Commissioner for Chinese Medicine
Development of the HHB, Dr Vincent Chung; the Assistant Director of Health
(Chinese Medicine), Dr Edmund Fong; the Chief Executive of the Hospital
Authority (HA), Dr Tony Ko; the Director (Strategy and Planning) of the HA,
Dr Ching Wai-kuen; and the Chief Manager (Chinese Medicine) of the HA, Ms
Rowena Wong, also attended the meeting.
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