Beijing reduces 29.7 bln yuan tax
after VAT reform

The tax reductions of Beijing reached 29.7 billion yuan (US$4.33 billion) by
replacing business tax with value-added tax (VAT) until January.

Since Beijing put on trial the policy of replacing business tax with VAT in
May last year, the State Administration of Taxation of Beijing Municipal
Office has completed the practice among 238,000 taxpayers in four major
industries, with a reduction of 29.7 billion yuan by January this year.

The taxation bureau has also integrated tax services through platforms
including the internet, mobile phone and self-service machines. It has also
set up a 24-hour tax self-service center, which offers a “green passage” for
tax services online and offline.

Hong Kong iconic tramways unveils new
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A new sign showing the ticket prices is seen in a newly-decorated tram in
Hong Kong, south China, May 26, 2017. [Photo/Xinhua]
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The tramways of China’s Hong Kong Special Administrative Region unveiled a
new logo and visual identity on Friday for its century-old tramcars, also
known as Ding Ding car.

The background color of the new visual identity of tramcar is green,
representing the tramcars are environmental and safe.

The new slogan, “catch a ride, catch a smile” is printed on the front of the
tramcar. On the bottom of the vehicle, there is a smile expression, meaning
tramcars’ friendly personality and faithful service.

For the coming months, tramways is also going to make its 160 tramcars smile
with an additional sticker on the bumper.

Besides this new graphic system, Hong Kong tramways also pledged to make its
passenger information on stops and website more friendly.

As all tramcars are designed and built at tramways’ depot by skillful and
experienced craftsman in Hong Kong, to commend the hard work of them,
tramways will install a bronze plate on board of each tramcar to remind the
public of the unknown heroes.

Hong Kong tramways has been in service since 1904 and operates nowadays a
fleet of 164 tramcars. It is the world’s largest fleet of double-deck
tramcars in operation, carrying about 200,000 passengers every day.

CPC meeting reviews documents on
inspection work

A meeting of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee was held on Friday to review two documents regarding the
Party’s inspection work.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC Central Committee, presided over the
meeting.

The two documents consist of a decision to amend the Party’s regulation on
inspection work and a special report on the inspection of the Party’s
ideology-related organizations, according to a statement issued after the
meeting.

Participants of the meeting agreed that the Party’s inspection work should be
further upheld and deepened.

Noting that the inspection work has been regarded as a major measure in
comprehensively and strictly governing the Party, the statement said such
work would provide solutions to both the symptoms and the root cause of the
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problems.

The statement said that the amendment to the inspection work regulation
includes the latest innovative practices in inspection work, and makes clear
stipulations on the inspection of central authorities and city and county-
level governments. It also stipulates that inspection should cover all fields
in an administrative term.

Such provisions are expected to guarantee the deepening of inspections, it
said.

The statement called on Party committees at all levels to study and implement
the regulation and promote awareness about the regulation.

It also urged leading officials to understand the spirit of the regulation,
put themselves under supervision and take the lead in observing the Party’s
rules.

Ideology is very important work of the Party, the meeting noted, adding that
publicity, culture and news organizations have undergone a thorough political
“health examination” via inspections of these agencies.

The inspections have strengthened the Party’s leadership over ideological
work and promoted strict governance of the Party in the field, said the
statement.

It stressed that CPC members and officials at all levels should staunchly
safeguard the authority and the centralized, unified leadership of the CPC
Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping as the core.

Officials are urged to have confidence in the path, theory, system and
culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and grasp the correct
direction of politics, values and public opinion.

Efforts are needed to improve mainstream ideology’s transmissibility,
guidance, influence and credibility, and to create a good environment for the
upcoming 19th CPC National Congress, according to the statement.

Ultrafast missile interceptor
developed

China has developed a new type of ultrafast anti-missile interceptor capable
of knocking down an incoming projectile that is flying 10 times faster than a
bullet, according to the nation’s largest missile maker.

China Aerospace Science and Industry Corp, one of the major defense
contractors for the People’s Liberation Army, recently revealed that its
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Second Academy in Beijing has made a “new-generation aerospace defense
missile” that incorporates top space technologies, and which it describes as
one of the cornerstones of a world power’s strategic prowess.

The weapon is so difficult to design that only a handful of nations in the
world are able to develop it, the State-owned company said, adding that its
product is capable of bringing down targets tens of kilometers above the
ground that fly 10 times faster than a bullet.

The CASIC Second Academy is the country’s major developer of air defense
systems.

The information of such a missile defense system, a cutting-edge weapon that
only the United States and Russia were previously reported to have, was
disclosed in an article released by CASIC earlier this month.

The article was about the contribution by control system researchers from the
Zhang Yiqun Studio, a group named after a prominent scientist, at the
academy.

Although the introduction did not specify the anti-missile interceptor’s
capabilities, experts said the descriptions “tens of kilometers” and “10
times faster than a bullet” indicate its range should be from 10 km to 100 km
and its minimum velocity around 12,000 km/h — a typical bullet used by a
handgun, the slowest of all bullets, normally travels about 1,200 km/h.

The average age of the weapon’s designers is 32, according to the article.
They overcame numerous problems during research and development, including an
explosion of one of the weapon’s prototypes during a flight test, it said.

Lyu Xiaoge, spokesman for CASIC, declined to comment on the anti-missile
interceptor on Friday, saying his company has developed many world-class
missiles in recent years and will continue to contribute to the nation’s
missile arsenal.

Wang Ya’'nan, editor-in-chief of Aerospace Knowledge, said an advanced anti-
missile interceptor requires cutting-edge technologies, superb manufacturing
techniques and top materials and will only be successful after a great number
of tests.

China successfully completed three land-based, midcourse missile interception
tests in 2010, 2013 and 2014, according to the Defense Ministry. Whether the
weapon mentioned by the CASIC Second Academy was the same used in these tests
was not clear.




Tai I . Land

A Chinese mainland spokesperson said Friday that Taiwan resident Lee Ming-che
is under arrest on suspicions of “subverting the state power.”

According to the country’s security authorities, Lee has been arrested in
accordance with the law by the Hunan provincial security organ, said An
Fengshan, spokesperson for the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Council.

Investigation by security authorities found that Lee had frequently entered
the mainland since 2012. He colluded with mainlanders, stipulated action
guidelines, established illegal organizations, and plotted and carried out
activities to subvert state power, An said.

On March 19, 2017, Lee, who was on the mainland to participate in illegal
activities, was put under coercive measures by security authorities in line
with the law, said An.

After interrogation, Lee and his group confessed to engaging in activities
endangering national security, An said.

Judicial authorities will handle the case in accordance with the law, An
added.
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