
China completes tests of quantum
communication network

Command center of Jinan quantum communication network [Photo/Ta Kung Pao]

Quantum communication network, which boasts ultra-safe connection
impenetrable to hackers, is expected to be put into commercial use in a
Chinese city by the end of next month.

Jinan Institute of Quantum Technology announced Sunday that the network,
connecting Communist Party and government bodies in Jinan, capital of East
China’s Shandong Province, had lately been tested and the designers were
satisfied with its performance, especially in secured communications.

Liu Hong, a professor with Shandong University who was involved in the test,
said the network has proved to be in a “very ideal” condition.

In the test, which involved over 50 programs, the network transmitted data
with quantum encryption keys among nearly 200 terminals in the city. Between
users, more than 4,000 keys were generated in just a second, said Zhou Fei,
an assistant director of the institute.

Quantum communication uses quantum entanglement of photons to make sure that
nobody taps into the line, for doing so would inevitably corrupt the signal.

In quantum communication, any interference is detectable. Two parties can
exchange secret messages by sharing an encryption key encoded in the
properties of entangled particles.
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Zhou said the success of the test is a landmark in the development of quantum
communication technology worldwide, paving the way for its commercial use
first in government and then in finance, energy and other sectors.

Inner Mongolian forest fire
extinguished

About 4,000 firefighters from Inner Mongolia and neighboring Heilongjiang
Province try to extinguish the lightning-induced fire. [Xinhua]

A lightning-induced fire engulfing 1,500 hectares of forest in Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region in north China has been put out, local authorities said.

The fire broke out Thursday. About 4,000 firefighters from Inner Mongolia and
neighboring Heilongjiang Province, together with a dozen helicopters were
dispatched to extinguish the blaze.

All open fire had been put out by 8 p.m. Saturday. The firefighters continue
to search for smoke points.

The forest is part of the Greater Hinggan Mountains in north and northeast
China.

According to firefighters, the Greater Hinggan Mountains have seen a longer
period with high temperatures and severe drought this year, which has made it
difficult for preventing and putting out fires.
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China pledges enhanced heritage
protection cooperation

A senior cultural official said Sunday that China should shoulder more
responsibility for world heritage protection and promoting international
cooperation.

With more inscriptions, comes greater responsibility and more duties, said
Liu Yuzhu, head of China’s State Administration of Cultural Heritage.

Liu’s remark came after the country’s Gulangyu historic international
settlement was put on the UNESCO’s world heritage list Saturday.

China will work closely with international organizations, promote the
protection of world heritage and share its experiences, according to Liu.

In the meantime, China will continue its participation in the practices of
world heritage protection, including international protection of Cambodia’s
Angkor Wat and helping Nepal restore a temple in Kathmandu’s Durbar Square.

Liu also pledged further coordination and cooperation in protecting heritage
sites with countries along the ancient Silk Road, the south Asia silk road
and the ancient Maritime Silk Road.

In addition, Liu called for calm among Chinese regarding successful
inscriptions, as the country still faces many problems in supervising,
protecting and managing the heritage.

We should focus on improving our management, protection and preservation
work, Liu said.

Gulangyu is the 52nd Chinese site inscribed on the list.

Overseas fugitive caught after 17
years at large

Liu Mengping has been arrested in late June for taking bribes, 17 years after
first being listed as wanted, Beijing police confirmed Saturday.

Liu, a former accountant with a subsidiary of the China International Water
and Electric Corporation, was put under investigation on June 2, 2000 for
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allegedly taking bribes. She had fled to Southeast Asia via Hong Kong.

Following unswerving search and investigation, and on learning of her recent
whereabouts, police arrested her on June 29.

Police give no further details.

The anti-graft authority in Beijing said that Liu’s arrest proved again that
overseas was no paradise for fugitives and giving themselves up was the only
way to go.

Inner Mongolian forest fire spreads to
1,500 hectares

A lightning-induced fire in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in north China
has engulfed 1,500 hectares of forest as of Saturday, but authorities believe
the fire is still controllable.

About 3,000 firefighters from Inner Mongolia and neighboring Heilongjiang
Province, together with 14 helicopters, are trying to extinguish the blaze.
Another 1,000 firefighters are rushing to the scene to help.

The forest is part of the Greater Hinggan Mountains in north and northeast
China.

According to firefighters, this year the Greater Hinggan Mountains have seen
a longer period with high temperatures and severe drought, which has made it
difficult to put out the fire.
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