Chinese students invent environment-
friendly power system

A group of Chinese students have invented a system to increase the
electricity generation of small and medium-sized hydropower stations during
dry seasons.

The system is based on a variable speed, constant frequency motor for small
and medium-sized hydropower plants designed by a doctoral team from Hunan
University.

“Traditional hydroelectric power stations have a fixed water flow
requirement, which means electricity outputs drop dramatically during the dry
season,” said Lyu Mingsheng, one of the students.

The invention fixes the current situation where power output is directly
proportional to river flow, allowing small and medium-sized hydropower plants
to maintain output throughout all seasons, according to Lyu.

Improving generating capacity is expected to reduce the number of hydropower
plants needed in the future, therefore lessening their effect on the
environment.

“The new technology will transform the dam construction in China, making it
more environment-friendly,” he said.

Lyu cited official figures published in 2013 that stated China had more than
45,000 hydropower stations in rural areas, with the total installed capacity
exceeding 65 million kilowatt (kW).

If the new system was applied to all of these stations, the total installed
capacity would be increased by 19.5 million kW, almost equivalent to the
output of the Three Gorges Dam which is 22.4 millon kW, Lyu added.

The core technology has received 10 national patents and several companies
have signed cooperation agreements with Lyu’'s team.

Beijing to add 11,000 ha of wetlands

Beijing plans to restore and add 11,000 hectares of wetlands between 2016 and
2020, local authorities said.

By 2020, 60 percent of the total wetlands in Beijing are expected to be under
protection, the Beijing Municipal Gardening and Greening Bureau said in a
statement.
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Following years of protection, the Chinese capital has reached 51,400
hectares of wetland area, the agency said.

0f total, 23,800 hectares are natural wetlands, it said.

In 2016, Beijing added 2,280 hectares of wetlands after afforestation in the
plain areas and ecosystem restoration in some river valleys.

Currently, Beijing has six wetland nature reserves and 10 wetland parks
covering a total area of more than 20,000 hectares.

In recent years, Beijing authorities have been paying more attention to the
environment, with enormous efforts being made on greening and pollution
reduction.

Chinese baby born with piece of
ljadelll

In the Chinese classic “Dream of Red Mansions,” the main character Jia Baoyu
was depicted as being born with a magical piece of jade in his mouth.

The story seemed to come true when a girl was born in east China’s Zhejiang
Province with a transparent egg-shaped “jade” object.

According to the People’s Hospital of Tiantai County, the object, identified
as a peritoneal loose body, was about the size of the girl’s palm and fell
out of the mother’s abdomen during her C-Section operation.

“Everyone present was shocked,” said obstetrician Pan Yuxia. “We continued
with the operation after making sure that all was well and a healthy baby
girl was born weighing 2.8 kilograms.”

The pathology of peritoneal loose bodies is not entirely clear, but they are
presumed to be formed from epiploic appendages, small pouches of fat situated
in the colon, that transform into masses and can be found floating inside
people’s abdomens.

There are only a dozen documented cases worldwide of peritoneal loose bodies
with diameter over 5 cm and one as transparent as this is rarely seen, Pang
said.

n

“Great literature comes from real life,” a user named Sdanler said on

microblogging platform Weibo.

Another user, Fuyuliuhaol, said the baby’s name should have the character Yu,
which means jade in Chinese.
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China builds world’s highest power
pylon

Construction recently began on a giant power supply pylon, believed to be the
world’s tallest, in east China’'s Zhejiang Province, State Grid Zhejiang
Electric Power Company announced Tuesday.

At an impressive 380 meters tall, the pylon will be four times the height of
London’s Big Ben.

The pylon will carry power cables between Zhoushan’s Jintang and Cezi
islands, a distance of 2,656 meters, the power company’s Zhoushan branch said
in the announcement.

It will break the world record for the tallest power pylon currently held by
China’s Damaoshan pylon which stands at 370 meters, also in Zhoushan.

The new pylon is a part of a new ultra-high voltage power line project
between cities of Zhoushan and Ningbo.

The project is expected to completed by the end of 2018, and will be put into
use in 2019.

RUC to open new campus in Tongzhou

Renmin University of China (RUC), one of the country’s best universities, has
started building a new campus in Beijing’s Tongzhou District, where a new
government center is under construction.

Construction of the new campus started Monday at Tongzhou'’s Lucheng Township,
one day before the university’s 80th anniversary.

Covering an area of 111 hectares, the campus will be home to 22,000 students
after its planned completion in 2025.

No fences will be built. Facilities at the campus, including the sports field
and the gymnasium, will be open to the public.

RUC will be the only national-level key university in the capital’s
subsidiary administrative center, according to RUC.

Beijing is shifting some local administrative functions out of the city
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center and into Tongzhou to address congestion and pollution.

There are also plans to relocate non-capital functions to suburban and
neighboring areas like Tianjin and Hebei.

As one of the relocation measures, some universities have built new campuses
in outskirts like Shunyi, Daxing and Fangshan districts, and moved some of
their faculty and students there.



