Hong Kong Cup dragon boat race held in
Yokohama, Japan (with photos)

The Hong Kong Cup dragon boat race was held at the promenade of
Yamashita Park in Yokohama, Japan, today (June 1). The championship went to
Hong Kong China Dragon Boat Association, which beat 30 other teams in the
race. The Hong Kong Cup trophy was presented by the Deputy Hong Kong Economic
and Trade Representative (Tokyo), Mr Leo Tze.

The Yokohama Dragon Boat Races, which have been held since 1994,
attracted about 130 teams this year to compete in the two-day event on May 31
and June 1. The Hong Kong Cup race, sponsored by the Hong Kong Economic and
Trade Office in Tokyo (Tokyo ET0), was one of the highlights.

The Tokyo ETO also set up a booth at the race venue to introduce Hong
Kong to park visitors and race spectators, encouraging them to visit Hong
Kong to experience for themselves the vibrancy of the city. The Tokyo ETO
aims to promote cultural exchanges between Hong Kong and Japan as well as
enhance Japanese people's understanding of Hong Kong through participating in
the event.
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Sheung Shui Swimming Pool temporarily
closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (June 1)
that Sheung Shui Swimming Pool in the North District has been temporarily
closed for cleaning and superchlorination following the discovery of a small
amount of vomit in the pool.

It will be reopened at 8.30pm today.

The department appeals to swimmers to be considerate and to keep the
swimming pools clean. They are advised not to swim after a full meal and
should use the toilet facilities if necessary before swimming.

Professional Services Advancement
Support Scheme invites new round of
applications

The Main Programme under the Professional Services Advancement Support
Scheme (PASS) is inviting a new round of applications for project proposals
starting today (June 1) from non-profit-distributing organisations such as
professional bodies, trade and industrial organisations and research
institutes.

PASS, with a total allocation of $200 million, aims at funding non-
profit-making industry-led projects to increase exchanges and co-operation
between Hong Kong's professional services and external counterparts, promote
relevant publicity activities, and enhance the standards and external
competitiveness of Hong Kong's professional services.

The maximum grant for each approved project under the Main Programme of
PASS is $3 million or 90 per cent of the total eligible project cost,
whichever is lower. A wide range of professional services, such as
accounting, legal and dispute resolution, architecture, engineering,
healthcare, information and communications technology, design and technical
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testing and analysis, are eligible for the Main Programme. Sector-specific
projects and cross-sectoral projects are both welcome. Expenses directly
incurred for implementing a project, such as manpower costs, venue and set-up
costs, production and promotion costs, and the project team and active
participants' travel and accommodation costs outside Hong Kong are typically
eligible for funding support under the Scheme. Funding support may also be
provided for travel and accommodation costs incurred by participants of
relatively longer professional internships or attachment programmes outside
Hong Kong which are funded by the Main Programme.

Up to early May 2025, more than 120 projects had been funded under the
Main Programme, including project deliverables in and outside Hong Kong. The
deliverables include capacity-building programmes for enhancing the standards
of local professionals, such as training programmes, workshops and study
tours; outreach and promotional activities for showcasing the strengths of
Hong Kong's professional services, such as roadshows, promotional seminars
and participation in exhibitions outside Hong Kong; exchange activities for
deepening interaction between Hong Kong professionals and their external
counterparts, such as visits to other economies and international conferences
and seminars held in Hong Kong; and research projects on potential external
markets for Hong Kong professional services and development of best practice
guidelines and manuals for professionals. Details about the Main Programme
and its funded projects are available at www.pass.gov.hk/main/en/home.

Furthermore, with a view to stepping up the promotion of Hong Kong's
competitive edges and professional services to the Mainland and overseas
markets, $50 million has been set aside for the Professionals Participation
Subsidy Programme (PSP) under PASS to subsidise Hong Kong major professional
bodies to participate in relevant activities organised by the Government
(such as Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices) and the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council after the pandemic situation has stabilised. Details of
the PSP and its list of activities are available at www.pass.gov.hk/psp. Hong
Kong professionals from the eligible professional sectors under PASS may make
use of the PSP subsidy to join the relevant activities.

The Main Programme and the PSP receive applications for project and
activity proposals all year round and they are processed on a quarterly
basis. The deadline for the new round of applications is August 31, 2025. A
briefing session will be held this month for organisations interested in
applying for the PASS funding. One-on-one consultations are also available
upon request for discussing preliminary project ideas or projects in the
planning stage. To register for the briefing session, schedule a
consultation, or for other enquiries, please contact the PASS Secretariat at
3655 5418 or pass@cedb.gov.hk.



https://www.pass.gov.hk/main/en/home
https://www.pass.gov.hk/psp
mailto:pass@cedb.gov.hk

Red flag lowered at Clear Water Bay

Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department said today (June 1) that
the red flag at Clear Water Bay Second Beach in Sai Kung District has been
lowered.

The red flag was hoisted earlier due to big waves.

Missing man in Ngau Tau Kok located

A man who went missing in Ngau Tau Kok has been located.

Yan Wai-man, aged 73, went missing after he left his residence on Shing
Fung Road on May 27 afternoon. His family made a report to Police on May 28.

The man was located at a bus stop on Lai Chi Kok Road, Cheung Sha Wan
this morning (June 1). He sustained no injuries and no suspicious
circumstances were detected.
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