
Enhanced travel convenience for HKSAR
passport holders going to Myanmar

     The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
has received confirmation from the Consulate General of Myanmar in Hong Kong
that, with effect from October 1, 2018, HKSAR passport holders may apply for
a tourist visa for a stay of 30 days upon arrival at Yangon International
Airport, Mandalay International Airport or Nay Pyi Taw International Airport
of Myanmar. HKSAR passport holders are advised to consult the Consulate
General of Myanmar in Hong Kong for detailed information before traveling.

     Including Myanmar, 163 countries/territories have granted visa-free
access or visa-on-arrival to HKSAR passport holders. Please visit the
following website for details:
www.immd.gov.hk/eng/service/travel_document/visa_free_access.html or scan the
attached code.
 

Red fire danger warning

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

     The fire danger situation today (September 29) is red and fire risk is
extreme. The countryside is extremely vulnerable to fire. If you are planning
to spend the day in the countryside, please take pre-cooked food for a picnic
and take all measures to prevent hill fires. The penalty for lighting fires
illegally in the countryside is $25,000 and a year's imprisonment.

Regional flag day today

     Three charities have been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold
flag sales from 7am to 12.30pm today (September 29). They are, on Hong Kong
Island, United Hearts Youth Foundation Limited; in Kowloon, Hong Kong Single
Parents Association; and in the New Territories, the Yuen Yuen Institute, a
spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD) said.

     Arrangements have been made with the charities to help people
distinguish between the three flag-selling activities.
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     Information on the three flag-selling organisations on September 29 is
as follows:
 

Region Name of
Organisation

Colour of
Collection Bag Colour of Flag

Hong Kong Island
United Hearts
Youth Foundation
Limited

Yellow Blue

Kowloon
Hong Kong Single
Parents
Association

Red White

New Territories The Yuen Yuen
Institute Green Green

     For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
Charitable Fund-raising Control Team at 2832 4311 during office hours.
Information on the flag days of the month is available at the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_whatsnew). Permits for flag days containing
contact information of the flag-selling organisations and information on the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_recentlyap). For
enquiries about the detailed flag-selling arrangements, please contact the
individual flag-selling organisations.

     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the Public
Subscription Permit issued by the SWD have also been uploaded to the GovHK
website (www.gov.hk/fundraising).
 
     In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.

Monitoring and announcement mechanism
for impact of Shatin to Central Link
works on nearby structures and public
facilities

     The Government promulgated today (September 28) on the mechanism to
monitor and make announcements on the impact of the Shatin to Central Link
(SCL) project on nearby structures and public facilities.
 
     A Government spokesman said that the MTR Corporation Limited (MTRCL), as
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the project manager of the SCL project, had all along set up different types
of monitoring points and recording relevant data for the project to safeguard
the safety of structures and public facilities near the works. In view of the
fact that the announcement arrangement for several recent cases on settlement
in the vicinity of works sites has aroused public attention, the Highways
Department (HyD), Buildings Department (BD) and MTRCL have reviewed the
existing arrangement and followed the advice from the Expert Adviser Team
engaged by the Transport and Housing Bureau to set up an announcement
mechanism for the SCL works.
 
     Under the mechanism, the MTRCL shall prepare and keep updating a
stakeholder list of the public facilities and structures related to the
monitoring points under the SCL project for timely communication and
notification by the MTRCL. The MTRCL shall temporarily suspend the part of
works which may contribute to the problems when the extent of settlement or
other monitoring data reaches the pre-set trigger levels for suspension of
works, or when the MTRCL, HyD or BD considers the magnitude of change
(including settlement, tilting and angular distortion, etc) measured at
settlement monitoring points indicates a situation that may affect the
structural safety of structures and safe operation of public facilities in
the vicinity. Even if suspension of some procedures of works for alleviating
the extent of settlement, for example the installation of lateral supports
for excavation works, has to be deferred in order to avoid posing a possible
greater risk to the works, utilities or structures, or worsening the
settlement situation (i.e. temporary deferment of suspension of works), the
MTRCL shall temporarily suspend that part of works immediately once the
measures concerned have effectively stabilised the extent of settlement and
ensure that the situation is not posing a greater risk.
 
     When the above situation happens, the MTRCL shall notify immediately the
BD or HyD and submit relevant information. Whilst the BD and HyD will
complete the inspection of the affected private buildings within the
following 48 hours, the HyD will inspect the public facilities such as gas
pipes and water supply pipes within the same period to confirm if they are
structurally safe and in safe operation. If other public facilities or
Government structures are involved, the MTRCL will contact the relevant
stakeholders to conduct the inspection or checking. Upon completion of the
inspection, the BD or HyD and the MTRCL will issue press releases, reporting
the situation of works suspension or temporary deferment of suspension of
works, together with the reasons and the monitoring data.
 
     Furthermore, the MTRCL shall immediately deploy their Registered
Structural Engineers, and notify the relevant stakeholders or Government
departments, to inspect the structures and public facilities near the works
site which may be affected. The MTRCL shall at the same time assess the
conditions of the structures and public facilities, including whether any
damage has been caused by the SCL construction works. The MTRCL shall also
formulate suitable mitigation measures to ensure public safety. The MTRCL, BD
and HyD will continue close monitoring of the situation to ensure the
affected structures are structurally safe and the public facilities remain in
normal operation.



 
     During the construction or temporary suspension of works, the MTRCL
shall consult relevant public utility undertakers, the BD or HyD if the
MTRCL, after their detailed analysis, considers it necessary to update the
pre-set trigger levels for temporary suspension of works. The BD or HyD,
together with other relevant Government departments, will vigorously
scrutinise the MTRCL's proposal of updating the pre-set trigger levels. Only
when it is confirmed that the MTRCL has sufficient justifications, consent
will be given to the MTRCL to make the relevant update.
 
     After the MTRCL considers that the conditions to resume works are ready
and submits a proposal, the BD or HyD shall scrutinise the proposal in
detail. If the arrangement of works resumption is agreed, the BD or HyD and
the MTRCL will issue press releases. If updating of pre-set trigger levels
for temporary suspension of works is involved, the details will be announced
together.
 
     The MTRCL will report the monitoring levels and data of monitoring
points where the pre-set trigger levels for suspension of works have been
reached or exceeded, and where pre-set trigger levels for temporary
suspension of works have been updated, during the reporting period in the
progress reports of SCL works to be submitted to the Subcommittee on Matters
Relating to Railways of the Legislative Council. Besides, the latest
situation of arrangement of works resumption will also be reported.
 
     As some parts of the settlement monitoring points installed in the
vicinity of the works sites of SCL Exhibition Centre Station exceeded the
pre-set trigger level,  the MTRCL has consequently suspended the relevant
excavation works since August 10, 2018. The MTRCL has completed detailed
analysis on the settlement of structures in the vicinity arising from the
works, and proposed to the HyD (with justifications provided) to resume
excavation works at Exhibition Centre Station.
 
     Whilst the BD and HyD have confirmed that the relevant private buildings
are structurally safe, the HyD has also confirmed that the other structures,
public facilities and roads are now structurally safe and in safe operation.
Taking into account the relevant comments from stakeholders, including the
relevant departments and utility undertakers and the MTRCL's confirmation
that the works resumption and updating of the pre-set trigger levels would
not compromise public safety, the HyD has agreed to the MTRCL's proposal of
works resumption and updating of trigger levels. The updated trigger levels
and their latest data are attached at Annex.
 
     "The safety and quality of railway projects are always the prime
consideration of the Government. We will closely monitor the settlement
condition of structures and public facilities in the vicinity of works to
ensure the safety of the public, construction personnel on sites, as well as
structures and public facilities in the vicinity," the spokesman emphasised.



Police appeal for information on fatal
traffic accident in Tsing Yi

     Police today (September 28) appealed to the public for information on a
fatal traffic accident in Tsing Yi yesterday (September 27) in which a 49-
year-old woman died.

     At about 9.51am yesterday, when a bus driven by a 61-year-old man was
departing from Cheung On Estate Bus Terminus, it reportedly knocked down the
49-year-old woman who was crossing the road.

     The woman was trapped under the bus and was rescued by firemen.
Sustaining multiple injuries, she was rushed to Yan Chai Hospital in
unconscious state and was later transferred to Princess Margaret Hospital.
She was certified dead at 2.10pm today.

     The driver was arrested for dangerous driving causing death. He has been
released on bail pending further enquiries and is required to report back to
Police in mid-October.

     Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, New
Territories South is underway.

     Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers on 3661 1348 or 3661 1300.
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