
Territory-wide flag day today

     The Community Chest of Hong Kong has been issued with a Public
Subscription Permit to hold a territory-wide flag sale from 7am to 12.30pm
today (November 17), a spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD)
said. 

     For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255 or the
Charitable Fund-raising Control Team at 2832 4311 during office hours.
Information on the flag days of the month is available at the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_whatsnew/). Permits for flag days containing
contact information of the flag-selling organisations and information on the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_recentlyap/). For
enquiries about the detailed flag-selling arrangements, please contact the
individual flag-selling organisations.

     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the Public
Subscription Permit issued by the SWD have also been uploaded to the GovHK
website (www.gov.hk/fundraising).

     In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.

Homicide and criminal damage case in
Tin Sum

     Police are investigating a murder case in Tin Sum yesterday (November
16) in which a 42-year-old man died.

     At about 6.30pm yesterday, Police received a report that a man struggled
with others on Shing Wan Road.

     Police officers sped to the scene and found a 42-year-old man lying on
the ground. Sustaining head injury, the man was rushed to Prince of Wales
Hospital in unconscious state and was certified dead at 8.52pm on the same
day.

     Initial investigation revealed that the 42-year-old man and two men used
hard objects to damage a vehicle in a garage on Shing Hing Street. Another
three men then chased the three men who damaged the vehicle and struggled
with the 42-year-old man.
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     Three men aged 29, 32 and 40 respectively were arrested in suspected
connection with the case and are being detained for further enquiries.

     Post-mortem examinations on the deceased will be conducted later to
ascertain the cause of his death.

     Active investigation by the District Crime Squad of Shatin is under way.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
pangolin scales (with photo)

     Hong Kong Customs today (November 16) seized about 109 kilograms of
suspected pangolin scales with an estimated market value of about $420,000 at
Hong Kong International Airport.

     Customs officers intercepted two 40-year-old female passengers at the
airport this afternoon. The two women arrived in Hong Kong from Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, via Casablanca, Morocco and Doha, Qatar.
They were planning to transit to Macao.

     During Customs clearance, the batch of suspected pangolin scales were
found concealed inside tin foil bags in four of their check-in suitcases. The
two women were then arrested.

     The cases were handed over to the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department for follow-up investigation.

     Under the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants
Ordinance, any person found guilty of importing or exporting an endangered
species without a licence is liable to a maximum fine of $10 million and
imprisonment for ten years.

     Members of the public may report any suspected smuggling activities to
the Customs 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-reporting email
account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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Appeal for information on missing girl
in Ngau Tau Kok (with photo)

Police today (November 16) appealed to the public for information on a girl
who went missing in Ngau Tau Kok.

Cheung Hoi-laam, aged 16, went missing after she left her residence on Ngau
Tau Kok Road on October 2 morning. Her family made a report to Police on
October 4.

She is about 1.5 metres tall, 45 kilograms in weight and of thin build. She
has a pointed face with yellow complexion and long straight black and brown
hair. She was last seen wearing a black short-sleeved T-shirt, black shorts
and black sports shoes.

Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing girl or may have seen her is
urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Kowloon East on 3661
0316 or 9886 0060, or email to rmpu-ke-2@police.gov.hk, or contact any police
station.

  

Average selling price and sales
arrangements for Sale of Green Form
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Subsidised HOS Flats 2018 and
alienation restrictions for subsidised
sale flats endorsed by HA

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Housing Authority:

     The Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA)'s Subsidised Housing Committee
(SHC) today (November 16) endorsed the average selling price and sales
arrangements for Lai Tsui Court in Cheung Sha Wan, the first regularised
project under the Green Form Subsidised Home Ownership Scheme (GSH). The SHC
also endorsed further tightening the alienation restrictions for Subsidised
Sale Flats (SSFs) (including Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) and GSH flats)
launched by HA from 2019.
 
Green Form Subsidised Home Ownership Scheme (GSH) 2018
 
     Applications will be invited in December and balloting will be held in
February 2019. Successful applicants will be invited to select flats from
March 2019.
      
     A new sales office will be set up at Kwun Tong for handling the
application and sales arrangements for sale of GSH flats starting from GSH at
Lai Tsui Court this year.
      
     Located at Lai Chi Kok Road at Cheung Sha Wan, Blocks 1 to 4 of Lai Tsui
Court will provide 2 545 flats, with saleable areas ranging from about 17.1
square metres to about 42 square metres (see Table 1). By applying a discount
of 58 per cent from the assessed market values, the average selling price is
$67,200 per square metre (or $6,243 per square foot) of saleable area.
Selling prices of the flats range from $932,500 to $3,062,100.
 
     "Following the price setting mechanism for GSH as endorsed by the SHC in
January, the flats will be sold at a discount of 10 per cent more than that
determined for the preceding HOS sale exercise. As the discount rate for Sale
of HOS Flats 2018 is 48 per cent (52 per cent of the assessed market value),
the discount rate for sale of flats of Lai Tsui Court is set at 58 per cent
(42 per cent of the assessed market value)," a spokesman for the HA said.
 
     In line with established practice in past HOS and the GSH sale
exercises, the flat selection order of successful applicants of GSH 2018 will
be determined by the application category and quota allocation (see Table 2).
Absolute priority will be offered to the affected households of the Mei Tung
Estate and Pak Tin Estate clearance programmes.
 
     "A quota of 750 flats will be set aside for applicants applying under
the Priority Elderly Scheme. They would still have an opportunity to purchase
under the 'Other families' category if they fail to obtain a quota under this
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category. On the other hand, any unused quota for this category will be
allocated to the ‘Other families’ category," the spokesman said.
      
     The SHC also agreed to set aside 250 flats for one-person applicants.
This seeks to strike a balance between according priority to family
applicants and addressing the keen home ownership aspirations of one-person
applicants. Following the established arrangement, one-person applicants will
be allowed to buy any remaining flats after all family applicants have
selected flats, irrespective of the flat size.
 
     The SHC also endorsed the alienation restrictions for Sale of GSH Flats
2018, adopting the restrictions for Sale of HOS Flats 2018 (i.e. owners
cannot sell in the open market within five years from first assignment) but
restricting eligible buyers to Green Form (GF) applicants only should HA
exercise the power to nominate a buyer during the first five years from first
assignment/for sale in the Secondary Market.
 
     In addition, the SHC also endorsed piloting the streamlined application
arrangements, which will be applied to HOS and GSH in 2018 for the first
time; all valid unsuccessful HOS GF applications will be automatically
carried over to the subsequent GSH sale exercise in the same year. Applicants
need not to submit a separate application nor pay the application fee for
that GSH.
 
     However, applicants who wish to change their family composition have to
cancel the carried over HOS applications and submit new GSH applications upon
payment of the application fee, which remains at $240. Those who do not wish
to apply under the GSH may notify HA to cancel the application.
 
     "Despite the streamlined application procedures, the HOS and the
subsequent GSH exercises in the same year are two separate sale exercises.
The sales arrangements, including allocation of quota and order of priority
for flat selection for each sale exercise will continue to require Members’
endorsement separately and balloting will also be done separately, " the
spokesman said.
 
     "As this is the first time we are applying the streamlined arrangements,
we will send written notifications to those valid GF applicants of HOS 2018
informing them of the major details. The HA will review the effectiveness of
the pilot measures with a view to considering whether they should continue in
future HOS and GSH exercise, " the spokesman added.
 
Alienation Restrictions for Subsidised Sale Flats
 
     The alienation restrictions for SSFs (including HOS and GSH flats)
launched by HA are further tightened from 2019, details are as follows:
 

Owners may re-sell in the open market upon payment of premium after 101.
years from first assignment; and
For resale in the Secondary Market without payment of premium, owners2.



may re-sell to categories of buyers specified by the HA at no more than
the original price in the first two years from first assignment; and at
freely-negotiated prices from the third year from first assignment.

  
     For HOS, eligible buyers are GF and White Form (WF) applicants (i.e.
successful WF applicants under the White Form Secondary Market Scheme
(WSM));for GSH, eligible buyers are GF applicants only.
      
     "In future, the HA may vary such specifications for buyers in the
Secondary Market as necessary, " the spokesman said.
      
     He stressed that the above alienation restrictions would strike a
reasonable balance between deterring short-term speculation and facilitating
the circulation of SSFs.
      
     The revised restrictions will be applied to SSFs launched by the HA from
2019 with a “lease approach”, i.e. by incorporating the restrictions into the
Government lease and sales documents of SSFs.
      
     As regards the alienation restrictions for Sale of HOS Flats 2018, the
SHC agreed to exclude Tenants Purchase Scheme (TPS) owners from successful WF
applicants under the WSM who may be nominated by HA to purchase HOS flats
offered for sale during the first five years from first assignment, given
that this may unreasonably delay the whole process as TPS owners are required
to dispose their TPS flats before completing the sale.


