
Bus parade and exhibition amid 75th
National Day celebrations review
important role of bus services in
public transport system

     Organised by the Transport Department (TD), the Bus Parade cum
Exhibition for Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Founding of the
People's Republic of China, featuring buses from the past and present, was
launched today (October 19) in Victoria Park in Causeway Bay. It is one of
the highlight events held by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government amid National Day celebrations this year.

     Speaking at the kick-off ceremony this morning, the Secretary for
Transport and Logistics, Mr Lam Sai-hung, said, "Bus services have long been
an indispensable and important part of Hong Kong's economy and people's
livelihoods. Buses have not only met the travel needs of Hong Kong people
every day, but have also witnessed the city's developments." The event marked
the evolution of franchised buses in Hong Kong from the past to the present,
engaging with the public to experience the crucial role of bus services in
the public transport system, he added.

     Mr Lam said, "The rapid development of new energy technologies of our
country in recent years has enriched Hong Kong's choices of new energy public
transport. Numerous electric double-decker buses and hydrogen fuel cell buses
introduced into Hong Kong in the past few years were China-made models. Our
country has been forging ahead steadfastly in the last 75 years and
continuous innovations in such areas as energy and transport technology not
only reflect our country's leading role in this field, but also bring the
convenience of technology into the lives of the general public."

     Also officiating at the ceremony were Legislative Council (LegCo) Member
(Transport) Mr Frankie Yick; the Chairman of the LegCo Panel on Transport, Dr
Chan Han-pan; the Permanent Secretary for Transport and Logistics, Ms Mable
Chan; the Under Secretary for Transport and Logistics, Mr Liu Chun-san; the
Director of Broadcasting, Mr Eddie Cheung; the Commissioner for Transport, Ms
Angela Lee; the Chairman of the Transport Advisory Committee (TAC), Professor
Stephen Cheung, and the management of franchised bus operators co-organising
the event. Some 750 participants from the Transport and Logistics Bureau, the
TD, LegCo Members, the TAC, major public transport operators, Members of
District Councils and district personalities attended the ceremony.

     The officiating guests then boarded an open-top bus themed on the 75th
National Day to lead a parade of eight retired and in-service buses from
Victoria Park to Man Kwong Street, via Gordon Road, King's Road, Causeway
Road, Hennessy Road, Fleming Road and Lung Wo Road, which was about 6
kilometres long. Members of the public enjoyed the parade along the route
across districts and took photos to share the joy. The convoy engaged with
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the public and tourists at locations such as Hennessy Road near Jardine's
Bazaar in Causeway Bay, Golden Bauhinia Square in Wan Chai and the
destination at Central Pier.

     In addition, the four-day bus exhibition at the soccer pitches of
Victoria Park is open to registered members of the public free of charge from
this afternoon. The exhibition features a total of 10 retired and in-service
buses, including the first-generation double-decker bus introduced 75 years
ago and the newly introduced China-made new energy double-decker buses. Bus
model exhibits, photo-taking spots simulating a bus driver and passengers, a
neon light installation as well as bus service-related memorabilia including
bus captain uniforms of different generations and vintage bus tickets are
also on display.

     The TD reminded members of the public registered to queue up and enter
the exhibition via its entrance at Soccer Pitch No. 4 of Victoria Park (near
the jogging track) with a QR code at the selected time slot. Each visitor can
obtain one commemorative ticket on-site. Following an overwhelming response
to the exhibition, all quotas including those for additional sessions are
full. The TD thanked the public for their support.

     The event is fully supported by Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK). The
public may refer to the RTHK and the RTHK Radio 5 Facebook page for the live
ceremony webcast.

Appeal for information on missing man
in Tsing Yi (with photos)

     Police today (October 19) appealed to the public for information on a
man who went missing in Tsing Yi.

     Lo Ka-leung, aged 67, went missing after he left his residence in Cheung
On Estate yesterday (October 18) afternoon. His family made a report to
Police on the same day.
   
     He is about 1.67 metres tall, 60 kilograms in weight and of thin build.
He has a pointed face with yellow complexion and is bald with short black and
white hair on both sides. He was last seen wearing a dark blue short-sleeved
T-shirt, blue jeans, dark blue sport shoes and a grey cap.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Persons Unit of New Territories
South on 3661 1174 or 6103 4963 or email to rmpu-nts-2@police.gov.hk, or
contact any police station.
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Red flag hoisted at Big Wave Bay Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (October
19) that due to big waves, red flag have been hoisted at Big Wave Bay Beach
in Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beachgoers are advised not to swim at
the beach.

CHP reminds public on precautions
against heat stroke during very hot
weather

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (October 19) reminded members of the public, particularly those
undertaking outdoor activities, to take heed of necessary measures against
heat stroke and sunburn in very hot weather.

     "The public should carry and drink plenty of water to prevent
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dehydration while engaging in outdoor activities," a spokesman for the CHP
said.

     "Those engaged in strenuous outdoor activities should avoid beverages
containing caffeine, such as coffee and tea, as well as alcohol, as they
speed up water loss through the urinary system," the spokesman explained.

     "Infants and children, the elderly, pregnant women, those with chronic
illnesses such as heart disease or high blood pressure, outdoor/manual
workers, and individuals who are overweight are more vulnerable to heat
stroke. They should pay special attention," the spokesman added.

     The public should adopt the following precautions:
 

Wear loose and light-coloured clothing to reduce heat absorption and
facilitate sweat evaporation and heat dissipation;
Avoid vigorous exercise and prolonged activities like hiking or trekking
as heat, sweating and exhaustion can place additional demands on the
physique;
Perform outdoor activities in the morning or the late afternoon, if
possible;
For indoor activities, open all windows, use a fan or use air-
conditioning to maintain good ventilation;
Do not stay inside a parked vehicle; and
Reschedule work to cooler times of the day if feasible. If working in a
hot environment is inevitable, introduce shade in the workplace where
practicable. Start work slowly and pick up the pace gradually. Move to a
cool area for rest at regular intervals to allow the body to recuperate.

     
     â€‹The public should also note the latest and the forecast Ultraviolet
(UV) Index released by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO). When the UV Index is
high (6 or above):
 

Minimise direct exposure of the skin and the eyes to sunlight;
Wear long-sleeved and loose-fitting clothes;
Wear a wide-brimmed hat or use an umbrella;
Seek a shaded area or put on UV-blocking sunglasses;
Apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen lotion with a minimum sun protection
factor (SPF) of 15, preferably higher. Reapply every two hours if you
stay out in the sun, and after swimming, sweating or towelling off; and
While using DEET-containing insect repellents for personal protection
against mosquito-borne diseases, apply sunscreen first, then insect
repellent.

    
     â€‹If symptoms develop, such as dizziness, headache, nausea, shortness
of breath or confusion, rest and seek help immediately, and seek medical
advice as soon as possible.
     



     â€‹The public may obtain more information from the DH's Health Education
Infoline (2833 0111), heat stroke page and UV radiation page; the HKO's Dial-
a-Weather (1878 200), latest weather report and forecast, UV Index and
weather information for hiking and mountaineering; and press releases of the
Labour Department on precautions against heat stroke for outdoor workers and
their employers when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force.

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.
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