
Auction for Fong Ma Po New Year Fair
stalls at Lam Tsuen in Tai Po to be
held on November 4

     â€‹The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) announced today
(October 22) that stalls at the 2025 Fong Ma Po (FMP) New Year Fair at Lam
Tsuen in Tai Po will be put up for open auction on November 4 (Monday).

     â€‹A spokesman for the FEHD said the annual FMP New Year Fair will be
held for 15 consecutive days from January 29 to February 12, 2025. A total of
22 dry goods stalls and six wet goods stalls will be put up for auction, with
upset prices of $780 and $770 respectively. â€‹

     The auction will be held at the Assembly Hall, 2/F, Lai Chi Kok
Government Offices, 19 Lai Wan Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, on November 4
(Monday), from 2pm until completion of the auction.

     Bidders for FMP New Year Fair stalls must be at least 18 years old and
ordinarily reside in Hong Kong. Anyone can bid for more than one stall. A
bidder must pay the bid price and register in person with his or her own name
as the licensee of the stall immediately after successfully bidding for a
stall. The bidder is also required to sign at once a licence agreement with
the FEHD, or he/she will forfeit the rights to operate the stall.

     â€‹The FMP New Year Fair site will be made available to the licensees
three days in advance of the fair (January 26 to 28, 2025) for the setting up
of stalls. In the event of any unforeseeable incident that will cause
shortening of the whole licence period (including the duration for setting up
stalls and the business period of the fair), the Government has the right to
postpone the commencement date and shorten the duration of the period. The
bidding price (licence fee) paid will be refunded to the successful bidder on
a pro-rata basis without interest.

     The FEHD reminded licensees that the stalls are solely for the purpose
of selling and promoting the sale of the permitted commodities, and no other
activities are allowed in the licensed area. If the FEHD considers that any
activity conducted by the licensee to publicise, promote, display, show, sell
or gift any permitted commodities in the venue is unlawful, contrary to the
interest of national security, immoral or incompatible with the object of the
FMP New Year Fair, the FEHD is entitled to direct the licensee to stop
conducting such activities, and the licensee must immediately comply with the
direction.

     Stall licensees should not destroy, damage or abandon any unsold
commodities at or in the vicinity of the stall. They must completely remove
the stall structure and all paraphernalia, together with all refuse, debris
and unsold commodities (whether damaged or otherwise) from the licensed area
before 6pm on February 12, 2025.
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     According to the licence agreement, except inside designated stalls,
licensees shall not keep, store or use any compressed helium cylinders in the
licenced area. Whereas licensees of the designated stalls may keep, store or
use helium cylinders in the licenced area, the quantity of helium should be
such that a licence is not required pursuant to the Dangerous Goods
(Application and Exemption) Regulation 2012 (Cap. 295E), i.e. no more than
150 litres (water capacity) of compressed helium. Sales of floating LED
glowing balloons and aquarium fish by stall licensees are prohibited at the
FMP Fair.

     In addition, as stated in the licence agreement, the height of dry goods
stalls must not exceed 3 metres from ground level. The height of wet goods
stalls must not exceed 4.5m from ground level. For wet goods stalls with a
height of more than 3m from ground level, the licensee must, at his own
costs, provide the FEHD with the original certificate issued by an authorised
person, a registered structural engineer, or a competent person under the
Construction Sites (Safety) Regulations (Cap. 59I) to certify the structural
safety of the structure in the licensed area before the Fair is opened to the
public. The licensee must also affix a copy of the aforesaid certificate on
the structure of the stall.

     â€‹Successful bidders shall comply with all the stipulations and
provisions as set out in the licence agreement. Otherwise, the FEHD is
entitled to terminate the agreement and the licensee shall immediately vacate
the stall.

     â€‹Details of the 2025 FMP New Year Fair, such as the public notice, the
location and layout of the fair venue, commodities allowed for sale at the
fair stalls, open auction arrangements and related rules, as well as a sample
of the licence agreement, are available on the FEHD website
(www.fehd.gov.hk). For enquiries, please call the FEHD's Tai Po District
Environmental Hygiene Office at 3183 9162 or 2657 1137.

Red flags hoisted at Shek O Beach and
Big Wave Bay Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (October
22) that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Shek O Beach and
Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beachgoers are
advised not to swim at these beaches.
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FS continues to attend APEC Finance
Ministers’ Meeting in Peru (with
photos/video)

     â€‹The Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, continued his attendance at
the APEC Finance Ministers' Meeting (FMM) in Lima, Peru, yesterday (October
21, Lima time).

     This year's APEC FMM takes the theme of "Sustainable + Digital +
Resilient = APEC." During various discussions, Mr Chan spoke on topics
including global and regional economic and financial outlooks, sustainable
finance, sustainable infrastructure, digital finance, and enhancing
resilience against climate change.

     In the session on global and regional economic and financial outlooks,
Mr Chan shared the latest economic situation in Hong Kong and reiterated Hong
Kong's firm support for rules-based free trade and multilateralism. As a
"super connector," Hong Kong plays a bridging role between traditional and
emerging markets, promoting the regional digital economy and innovative
technology for better collective development.

     In the discussion session on sustainable finance and infrastructure, Mr
Chan highlighted Hong Kong's functions as an international financial centre,
facilitating the effective matching of funds with green and infrastructure
projects. Through financial innovation and cooperation with international
institutions, Hong Kong has been able to securitise infrastructure loans from
various countries and issue catastrophe bonds, guiding more international
capital to support projects in developing countries and helping them address
climate challenges. He also shared updates and experience on Hong Kong's
efforts in advancing green and transition finance, including the release of a
green taxonomy aligned with international standards and active participation
in setting global green standards.

     Mr Chan also participated in discussions on digital finance at the FMM,
sharing Hong Kong's experiences in developing fintech and promoting inclusive
finance, including how regulatory sandboxes encourage fintech innovation and
the application of new technologies. He noted that Hong Kong's robust and
internationalised financial infrastructure, along with a balanced regulatory
system that promotes security and innovation, is conducive to building a
thriving fintech ecosystem.

     At noon, Mr Chan attended a luncheon of the APEC Business Advisory
Council, sharing Hong Kong's experiences on leveraging private market capital
to better support sustainable infrastructure and climate change projects, as
well as creating a more favorable environment for micro, small and medium
enterprises to embrace digital finance. He exchanged views with
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representatives and business leaders from other economies.

     During the FMM, Mr Chan also met with South Korea's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance of the Republic of Korea, Mr
Choi Sang-mok, and Vietnam's Deputy Minister of Finance, Mr Vo Thanh Hung, to
discuss strengthening cooperation and exchanging views on issues of mutual
interest.

     In the evening, Mr Chan would depart Lima for New York, the United
States, where he will attend the Bloomberg Global Regulatory Forum and
deliver a speech today (October 22, New York time).
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CHP reminds public on precautions
against heat stroke during very hot
weather

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (October 22) reminded members of the public, particularly those
undertaking outdoor activities, to take heed of necessary measures against
heat stroke and sunburn in very hot weather.

     "The public should carry and drink plenty of water to prevent
dehydration while engaging in outdoor activities," a spokesman for the CHP
said.

     "Those engaged in strenuous outdoor activities should avoid beverages
containing caffeine, such as coffee and tea, as well as alcohol, as they
speed up water loss through the urinary system," the spokesman explained.

     "Infants and children, the elderly, pregnant women, those with chronic
illnesses such as heart disease or high blood pressure, outdoor/manual
workers, and individuals who are overweight are more vulnerable to heat
stroke. They should pay special attention," the spokesman added.

     The public should adopt the following precautions:
 

Wear loose and light-coloured clothing to reduce heat absorption and
facilitate sweat evaporation and heat dissipation;
Avoid vigorous exercise and prolonged activities like hiking or trekking
as heat, sweating and exhaustion can place additional demands on the
physique;
Perform outdoor activities in the morning or the late afternoon, if
possible;
For indoor activities, open all windows, use a fan or use air-
conditioning to maintain good ventilation;
Do not stay inside a parked vehicle; and
Reschedule work to cooler times of the day if feasible. If working in a
hot environment is inevitable, introduce shade in the workplace where
practicable. Start work slowly and pick up the pace gradually. Move to a
cool area for rest at regular intervals to allow the body to recuperate.

     
     â€‹The public should also note the latest and the forecast Ultraviolet
(UV) Index released by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO). When the UV Index is
high (6 or above):
 

Minimise direct exposure of the skin and the eyes to sunlight;
Wear long-sleeved and loose-fitting clothes;
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Wear a wide-brimmed hat or use an umbrella;
Seek a shaded area or put on UV-blocking sunglasses;
Apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen lotion with a minimum sun protection
factor (SPF) of 15, preferably higher. Reapply every two hours if you
stay out in the sun, and after swimming, sweating or towelling off; and
While using DEET-containing insect repellents for personal protection
against mosquito-borne diseases, apply sunscreen first, then insect
repellent.

    
     â€‹If symptoms develop, such as dizziness, headache, nausea, shortness
of breath or confusion, rest and seek help immediately, and seek medical
advice as soon as possible.
     
     â€‹The public may obtain more information from the DH's Health Education
Infoline (2833 0111), heat stroke page and UV radiation page; the HKO's Dial-
a-Weather (1878 200), latest weather report and forecast, UV Index and
weather information for hiking and mountaineering; and press releases of the
Labour Department on precautions against heat stroke for outdoor workers and
their employers when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force.

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.
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