Appointments to Professional Services
Advancement Support Scheme Vetting
Committee announced

The Government announced today (December 17) that it has re-appointed Dr
Jonathan Choi Koon-shum as Chairman and Mr Lau Ping-cheung as Vice-Chairman
of the Vetting Committee of the Professional Services Advancement Support
Scheme (PASS).

The Government has also appointed Dr Priscilla Choy Wai-fun, Ms Jody Sin
Kar-yu and Professor Martin Wong Chi-sang as new members of the Vetting
Committee and re-appointed all 12 incumbent members.

All the above appointments will take effect from January 1, 2019 for a
term of two years.

The PASS was set up to provide financial support for non-profit-
distributing organisations to carry out industry-led projects aimed at
increasing exchanges and co-operation between Hong Kong professionals and
their counterparts in external markets; to promote relevant publicity
activities; and to enhance the standards and external competitiveness of Hong
Kong professional services. The Vetting Committee is tasked to consider the
applications received under the PASS, recommend on the level of funding
support, and monitor approved projects.

The full membership of the Vetting Committee, with effect from January
1, 2019, is as follows:

Chairman

Dr Jonathan Choi Koon-shum

Vice-Chairman

Mr Lau Ping-cheung

Members

Dr Sunny Chai Ngai-chiu
Professor Chetwyn Chan Che-hin
Mr Chan Chi-chiu

Dr Priscilla Choy Wai-fun

Mr Dennis Ho Chiu-ping

Mr Stephen Hung Wan-shun

Dr Sigmund Leung Sai-man

Ms Edith Shih

Ms Jody Sin Kar-yu
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Mr Peter Sun Kwok-wah

Professor Tam Kar-yan

Professor Martin Wong Chi-sang

Executive Director of Hong Kong Productivity Council or his/her
representative

Executive Director of Hong Kong Trade Development Council or his/her
representative

Deputy Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development (Commerce and
Industry)

Red flag hoisted at Silverstrand Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:
Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
17) that due to big waves, red flag has been hoisted at Silverstrand Beach in
Sai Kung District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at the beach.

Beware of unexpected mobile data
roaming charges when travelling abroad
during festive holidays

The O0ffice of the Communications Authority (OFCA) today (December 17)
reminded consumers to be cautious about the use of mobile data roaming
services when travelling abroad during the festive holidays so as to avoid
incurring unexpectedly high mobile data roaming charges.

"Nowadays, many consumers travel with mobile devices such as smart
phones and tablets. Consumers should be mindful that the charges for
accessing mobile data roaming service outside Hong Kong are in general much
higher than the charges for local mobile data usage. Downloading of large
files/video clips, video streaming, access to mobile online games or
automatic update of applications (apps) may also consume unexpectedly large
volume of mobile data and result in hefty charges," a spokesman for the OFCA
said.
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The OFCA advised consumers that, for their peace of mind when travelling
abroad, they should consider adopting the following measures to avoid
unexpected mobile data roaming charges:

If mobile data roaming service is not required, consumers may:

e before leaving Hong Kong, disable both the mobile data service and data
roaming service functions on their mobile devices; and

e request their operators to temporarily suspend mobile data roaming
service before departure (currently, many operators can arrange
suspension of roaming service for their customers, and some also allow
suspension of mobile data roaming service while keeping voice roaming
intact).

If mobile data roaming service is required, consumers may:

e before departure, check with their operators the availability of mobile
data roaming service and roaming partners available for their choice at
the destination, as well as the details of the service charges;

e consider choosing a charge-capped data roaming service plan;

e when choosing a daily-rated data roaming service plan (day pass), be
mindful of how the daily rate is charged, by checking its starting and
ending time, whether the same charge applies to all destinations, and
whether the plan is only applicable to a designated network;

e consider hiring pocket Wi-Fi devices or purchasing pre-paid mobile data
SIM cards that can be used at the destination;

e while accessing the Internet or using apps via a Wi-Fi connection, check
frequently to ensure that their mobile devices are not switched to
mobile data services;

e if a dual-SIM mobile phone is used, check to ensure that the SIM card
for overseas use is put in the correct card slot and the mobile setting
is configured correctly; and

e to avoid accidental use of mobile data roaming service, consider (a)
deactivating the auto download or auto play functions for multi-media
contents in some apps, especially social media apps; and (b)
deactivating the automatic update functions for emails, apps and other
software.

"At present, some operators will automatically activate the data roaming
service for their customers. If consumers do not need the service, they
should contact their operators to deactivate it so as to avoid using the data
roaming service inadvertently. In addition, upon arrival at overseas
destinations, consumers may receive promotional messages from different
service providers offering various services for their selection. Consumers
should pay extra attention when responding to such messages or clicking the
hyperlinks provided therein, as mobile data connection may be activated by
such an act and data roaming charges would be incurred as a result," the
spokesman added.

Additional consumer alerts on smart use of mobile data roaming service
and data roaming day pass can be accessed via the following links:



e www.ofca.gov.hk/en/consumer_ focus/education _corner/alerts/mds/unexpected
/index.html
e www.ofca.gov.hk/en/consumer_focus/education corner/guide/advice roaming/

smart use/index.html

Red fire danger warning

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

The fire danger situation today (December 17) is red and fire risk 1is
extreme. The countryside is extremely vulnerable to fire. If you are planning
to spend the day in the countryside, please take pre-cooked food for a picnic
and take all measures to prevent hill fires. The penalty for lighting fires
illegally in the countryside is $25,000 and a year's imprisonment.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
cocaine (with photo)

Hong Kong Customs seized about 2.2 kilograms of suspected cocaine at
Hong Kong International Airport yesterday (December 15), with an estimated
market value of about $2.5 million.

A female passenger arrived in Hong Kong from Siem Reap, Cambodia
yesterday evening. During Customs clearance, the suspected cocaine was found
concealed inside the false compartment of her suitcase. The 40-year-old woman
was then arrested.

Investigation is ongoing.

Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to the Customs 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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