
Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
illicit cigarettes (with photo)

     â€‹Hong Kong Customs yesterday (June 14) seized about 600 000 suspected
illicit cigarettes with an estimated market value of about $1.6 million and a
duty potential of about $1.2 million in Kwai Chung.

     During an anti-illicit cigarette operation yesterday, Customs officers
inspected a cargo consignment at a logistics site in Kwai Chung and seized
the batch of suspected illicit cigarettes. Two 46-year-old men were
arrested. 

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Smuggling is a serious offence. Under the Import and Export Ordinance,
any person found guilty of importing or exporting unmanifested cargo is
liable to a maximum fine of $2 million and imprisonment for seven years.

     Under the Dutiable Commodities Ordinance, anyone involved in dealing
with, possession of, selling or buying illicit cigarettes commits an offence.
The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $1 million and imprisonment
for two years.

     Members of the public may report any suspected illicit cigarette
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

  

Red flags hoisted at Shek O Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
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Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (June 15)
that due to big waves, a red flag has been hoisted at Shek O Beach in
Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at
the beach.

Red flag hoisted at Stanley Main Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (June 15)
that due to big waves, the red flag has been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach in
Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at
the beach.

Flag-raising ceremony suspended

     Owing to the maintenance works on the flag poles and the podium at the
Golden Bauhinia Square, Wan Chai, the flag-raising ceremony scheduled at 8am
today (June 15) will be suspended.

Regional flag day today

     Three charities have been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold
flag sales from 7am to 12.30pm today (June 15). They are, on Hong Kong
Island, Hong Kong Blind Union; in Kowloon, Open Door Ministries Limited; and
in the New Territories, Grateful Heart Charitable Foundation Limited, a
spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD) said.

     Arrangements have been made with the charities to help people
distinguish between the three flag-selling activities.
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     Information on the three flag-selling organisations on June 15 is as
follows:
 

Region Name of
Organisation

Colour of
Collection Bag Colour of Flag

Hong Kong Island Hong Kong Blind
Union Yellow Green

Kowloon
Open Door
Ministries
Limited

Orange White

New Territories

Grateful Heart
Charitable
Foundation
Limited

Pink Pink

     For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678. Information on flag
days is available at the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_whatsnew) and the GovHK portal
(www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search). Permits for flag days containing
contact information of the flag-selling organisations and information on the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_recentlyap). For
enquiries about the detailed flag-selling arrangements, please contact the
individual flag-selling organisations.

     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the Public
Subscription Permit issued by the SWD have also been uploaded to the GovHK
website (www.gov.hk/fundraising).

     In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.
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