
Illegal worker jailed

     A Vietnamese illegal worker was jailed by Fanling Magistrates' Courts on
July 20.
      
      During an anti-illegal worker operation mounted on July 18, Immigration
Department (ImmD) investigators raided a restaurant in Aberdeen. A female
Vietnamese illegal worker, aged 32, was arrested. When intercepted, she was
working as a dish washing worker. An employer suspected of employing the
illegal worker was also arrested and investigation is ongoing.
 
     The illegal worker was charged at Fanling Magistrates' Courts on July 20
with taking employment after landing in Hong Kong unlawfully and remaining in
Hong Kong without the authority of the Director of Immigration or while being
a person in respect of whom a removal order or deportation order was in
force. She pleaded guilty to the charge and was sentenced to 15 months'
imprisonment. Meanwhile, she was also charged with one count of using a
forged Hong Kong identity card. She was sentenced to 15 months' imprisonment
with part of the sentence to run consecutively, making a total of 18 months'
imprisonment.
 
      The ImmD spokesman warned that, as stipulated in section 38AA of the
Immigration Ordinance, illegal immigrants or people who are the subject of a
removal order or a deportation order are prohibited from taking any
employment, whether paid or unpaid, or establishing or joining in any
business. Offenders are liable upon conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000
and up to three years' imprisonment. The Court of Appeal has issued a
guideline ruling that a sentence of 15 months' imprisonment should be applied
in such cases. Under the prevailing laws, it is an offence to use or possess
a forged Hong Kong identity card or a Hong Kong identity card related to
another person. Offenders are liable to prosecution and a maximum penalty of
a $100,000 fine and up to 10 years' imprisonment.
       
      The spokesman reiterated that it is a serious offence to employ people
who are not lawfully employable. The maximum penalty is imprisonment for
three years and a fine of $350,000. The High Court has laid down sentencing
guidelines that the employer of an illegal worker should be given an
immediate custodial sentence. According to the court sentencing, employers
must take all practicable steps to determine whether a person is lawfully
employable prior to employment. Apart from inspecting a prospective
employee's identity card, the employer has the explicit duty to make
enquiries regarding the person and ensure that the answers would not cast any
reasonable doubt concerning the lawful employability of the person. The court
will not accept failure to do so as a defence in proceedings. It is also an
offence if an employer fails to inspect the job seeker's valid travel
document if the job seeker does not have a Hong Kong permanent identity card.
The maximum penalty for failing to inspect such a document is imprisonment
for one year and a fine of $150,000.
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      Under the existing mechanism, the ImmD will, as a standard procedure,
conduct initial screening of vulnerable persons, including illegal workers,
illegal immigrants, sex workers and foreign domestic helpers, who are
arrested during any operation with a view to ascertaining whether they are
trafficking in persons (TIP) victims. When any TIP indicator is revealed in
the initial screening, the officers will conduct a full debriefing and
identification by using a standardised checklist to ascertain the presence of
TIP elements, such as threat and coercion in the recruitment phase, and the
nature of exploitation. Identified TIP victims will be provided with various
forms of support and assistance, including urgent interference, medical
services, counselling, shelter, temporary accommodation and other supporting
services. The ImmD calls on TIP victims to report crimes to the relevant
departments.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Monday,
July 22, 2019 is 105.1 (same as last Saturday's index).

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Saturday,
July 20, 2019 was 105.1 (same as last Friday's index).

Hong Kong team achieves outstanding
results in first participation in
International Biology Olympiad (with
photo)

     In the first time Hong Kong representatives have participated in the
International Biology Olympiad (IBO), the team, comprising four student
members, achieved outstanding results, winning one gold medal, two silver
medals and one bronze medal. 
      
     The IBO is an international competition for secondary school students.
The purpose of the IBO is to enable students to apply analytical skills and
creativity through tackling challenging problems in biology and conducting
experiments. This year, the IBO was held from July 14 to 20 in Szeged,
Hungary, and there were around 285 contestants from 73 countries/regions
participating in the event.
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     Li Yung-chi (Diocesan Boys' School) won a gold medal in the competition.
The two silver medallists were Chow King-ngai (La Salle College) and Wong
Chi-ngai (St Paul's Co-educational College). Bruce Chum (Hoi Ping Chamber of
Commerce Secondary School) received a bronze medal.
      
     The Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung, congratulated the Hong Kong
team today (July 22) on their remarkable performance. "The Education Bureau
(EDB) supports a number of outstanding students every year to represent Hong
Kong to take part in various significant national and international
competitions. It is with great joy that the Hong Kong team has achieved good
results in its first participation in the IBO. The IBO emphasises both theory
and practice. It is believed that Hong Kong students can further broaden
their horizons and pursue excellence through participating in these
challenging learning activities.
      
     "The Finance Committee of the Legislative Council in October last year
approved an injection of $800 million into the Gifted Education Fund.
Different organisations may apply for funding support to provide a variety of
off-school advanced learning programmes for gifted students starting from the
2019/20 school year, including programmes with themes of 'STEM Education'.
 The programmes aim to provide high quality learning opportunities for
talented students so as to further develop their potential," he added.
      
     The members of the Hong Kong team achieved excellent results in the
International Biology Olympiad – Hong Kong Contest, a territory-wide
competition newly organised last year. They subsequently completed the
biology enhancement programme provided by the Hong Kong Academy for Gifted
Education. The outstanding students in the programme were then selected as
contestants representing Hong Kong to participate in the IBO this year. The
Hong Kong team was fully funded by the EDB to join this competition.
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Leaders established

     â€‹The Centre of Excellence for Major Project Leaders (CoE), under the
Development Bureau, was formally established today (July 22).
      
     As the first of its kind in Asia, the CoE offers a high-level project
management and leadership development programme to senior government
officials. The aim is to equip them with a more innovative mentality and
world-class leadership skills to enhance their project delivery capability,
which will enhance project performance as a whole. The programme is also
offered to construction leaders involved in public projects.
      
     The inauguration ceremony was officiated by the Financial Secretary and
the Honorary President of the CoE, Mr Paul Chan, and the Secretary for
Development and the Chairman of the CoE, Mr Michael Wong. 
      
     Taking into account a considerable number of capital works projects in
the pipeline, Mr Chan said, "It's a huge investment in our future. We need to
ensure our resources are used as smartly, effectively and efficiently as
possible. The Government and the public will settle for nothing less". 
      
     He also encouraged the participants to seize the opportunity to update
themselves on state-of-art project management and leadership skills, and more
importantly, their mindset, with a view to bringing the delivery of Hong Kong
infrastructure to new heights and enhancing the livelihood of citizens.
      
     The Saïd Business School of the University of Oxford was appointed as
the Programme Director for the first programme under the CoE, namely the
Major Projects Leadership Programme (MPLP). Starting from August this year,
separate cohorts will attend the 12-month MPLP to enhance the participants'
capabilities to elevate the performance at major construction and public
works projects. Around 150 major project leaders will complete the MPLP under
the CoE in the coming three years. The Government anticipates that the CoE
will substantially benefit the implementation of public works projects.
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Dance drama “Awakening Lion” looks
back on Guangdong citizens’ courage to
fight at historical moment

     "Awakening Lion" by the Guangzhou Song and Dance Troupe will be staged
in September as part of the Beyond Multi-arts Series presented by the Leisure
and Cultural Services Department.
 
     The story is set in 1840 when the warships of Western powers blockaded
the Pearl River estuary and the First Opium War broke out. An irregular force
made up of Chinese militias and citizens are fighting against the British in
the Sanyuanli village on the outskirts of Canton (now Guangzhou). The plot
reflects the spiritual awakening, courage to fight and national spirit of the
people in Guangdong during the political chaos of the time. Such a social
climate has been likened to "a lion awakening", and this theme runs
throughout the play as the storyline traces the coming of age of
ordinary people driven by patriotism. The play also presents a rich
tapestry of human insights, political change, family relationships,
friendship, love and the dilemma between families and the state in the
southern part of Guangdong.
 
     In terms of artistic style, "Awakening Lion" features strong
characteristics of South China and indigenous features of old Canton. By
integrating innovative elements and multimedia technology, the
staging features both modern appeal and visual impact. In terms of
choreography, the blending of Chinese dance and traditional lion dance is a
bold and innovative concept. The production has been supported by the 2018
Special Funds for Cultural Prosperity and Development of Guangdong Province
and the Key Literary and Artistic Projects of Guangzhou. It won an award in
the Chinese Dance – Dance Drama Category of the 11th Lotus Awards.
 
     "Awakening Lion" by the Guangzhou Song and Dance Troupe will be staged
at 8pm on September 27 and 28 (Friday and Saturday) as well as at 3pm on
September 29 (Sunday) at the Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium. Tickets priced at
$180, $280 and $380 are now available at URBTIX (www.urbtix.hk). For
telephone credit card bookings, please call 2111 5999. For programme
enquiries and various discount schemes of the Beyond Multi-arts Series,
please call 2268 7323 or visit
www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/Programme/en/multi_arts/programs_829.html.
 
     A meet-the-artist session will be held after the performance on
September 27 (Friday). Admission is free.
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