
Assess the risk of heat stroke to
employees

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:
 
     Please broadcast the following special announcement immediately, and
repeat it at frequent intervals when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in
force:
 
     The Labour Department reminds employers that as the Very Hot Weather
Warning is in force, they should assess the risk of heat stroke to their
employees and adopt effective preventive measures such as providing cool
drinking water, setting up temporary sunshade and providing mechanical aids
to reduce physical exertion of employees. Employees should drink water
regularly and be mindful of their physical condition. If early heat stroke
symptoms such as headache and thirst appear, they should rest in a cool or
shady place and drink water immediately. They should also inform their
supervisors to take appropriate actions.
 

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.
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Police conducting dispersal operation
in Yuen Long

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

Please broadcast the following message as soon as possible and repeat it at
suitable intervals:
 
     A large group of protestors have blocked roads outside Yuen Long MTR
station and Nam Pin Wai tonight (August 21). They aimed strong beams at
police officers, posing a threat to the safety of the members of the public
and officers at scene.
      
     After repeated warnings to the protestors went futile, Police are now
conducting a dispersal operation, using minimum force.
      
     Police appeal to everyone to leave the area immediately.

Fresh beef sample found to contain
sulphur dioxide

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (August 21) that a fresh beef sample was found to
contain sulphur dioxide, a preservative which is not permitted to be used in
fresh meat. The CFS is following up on the case.

     A spokesman for the CFS said, "The CFS took the above-mentioned fresh
beef sample from a fresh provision shop in Quarry Bay for testing under its
routine Food Surveillance Programme. The test result showed that the sample
contained sulphur dioxide at a level of 6 150 parts per million."

     According to the Preservatives in Food Regulation (Cap 132BD), it is an
offence to add sulphur dioxide to fresh or chilled meat. The maximum penalty
is a $50,000 fine and six months' imprisonment.

     The CFS has informed the vendor concerned of the above-mentioned
irregularity.

     Sulphur dioxide is a commonly used preservative in a variety of foods
including dried fruits, pickled vegetables and meat products such as sausages
and grilled burgers, but under the Regulation it is not permitted in fresh or
chilled meat. Nonetheless, individual meat traders may illegally use sulphur
dioxide to make meat look fresher. This preservative is of low toxicity. As
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it is water soluble, most of it can be removed through washing and cooking.
However, susceptible individuals who are allergic to this preservative may
experience breathing difficulties, headache and nausea.

     The spokesman reminded the food trade to comply with the law and not to
sell fresh or chilled meat adulterated with sulphur dioxide. Members of the
public should purchase meat from reliable market stalls or fresh provision
shops. They should avoid buying or consuming meat which is unnaturally red,
and maintain a balanced diet to avoid malnutrition or excessive exposure to
chemicals from a small range of food items.

     The CFS will continue to follow up on the case and take appropriate
action. Investigation is ongoing.

Missing boy in Kwai Chung located

     A boy who went missing in Kwai Chung has been located.

     Lai Ming-sing, aged 12, went missing after he left his residence in On
Yam Estate on July 31 morning. His family made a report to Police on the same
day.

     The boy returned to his residence in the afternoon of August 6. He
sustained no injuries and no suspicious circumstances were detected.
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