
Cluster of Rhinovirus cases in Duchess
of Kent Children’s Hospital at Sandy
Bay

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The spokesperson of Duchess of Kent Children's Hospital at Sandy
Bay made the following announcement today (August 23):
 
     Five patients (four male and one female, aged 4 to 8) in a ward
presented with fever, running nose or cough since August 16. Three patients
were confirmed as having Rhinovirus infection. All patients are in stable
condition. They are being treated under isolation.
 
     Infection control measures of the ward have already been stepped up
according to established guidelines. All other patients in the ward are under
close surveillance. The cases have been reported to Hospital Authority Head
Office and the Centre for Health Protection for necessary follow-up.

Suspected MERS case reported

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(August 23) reported a suspected case of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS), and again urged the public to pay special attention to safety during
travel, taking due consideration of the health risks in the places they
visit. The case is detailed below:
 

Sex Female
Age 48
Affected area
involved Saudi Arabia

High-risk
exposure Nil

Hospital Pamela Youde Nethersole
Eastern Hospital

Condition Stable
MERS-Coronavirus
preliminary test
result

Pending
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     "Travellers to the Middle East should avoid going to farms, barns or
markets with camels; avoid contact with sick persons and animals, especially
camels, birds or poultry; and avoid unnecessary visits to healthcare
facilities. We strongly advise travel agents organising tours to the Middle
East to abstain from arranging camel rides and activities involving direct
contact with camels, which are known risk factors for acquiring MERS
Coronavirus (MERS-CoV)," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     Locally, the CHP's surveillance with public and private hospitals, with
practising doctors and at boundary control points is firmly in place. Inbound
travellers and members of the public who recently visited the Middle East and
developed fever or lower respiratory symptoms within 14 days will be
classified as suspected MERS cases. They will be taken to public hospitals
for isolation and management until their specimens test negative for MERS-
CoV.
 
    Travellers to affected areas should maintain vigilance, adopt appropriate
health precautions and take heed of personal, food and environmental hygiene.
The public may visit the MERS pages of the CHP and its Travel Health Service,
MERS statistics in affected areas, the CHP's Facebook Page and YouTube
Channel, and the World Health Organization's latest news for more information
and health advice. Tour leaders and tour guides operating overseas tours are
advised to refer to the CHP's health advice on MERS.

Update on dengue fever and chikungunya
fever

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(August 23) reported the latest number of cases of dengue fever (DF) and
chikungunya fever (CF), and strongly urged the public to maintain strict
environmental hygiene, mosquito control and personal protective measures both
locally and during travel.
 
A. Dengue fever
 
     From August 16 to 22, the CHP recorded 10 imported DF cases. The
patients had been to Thailand (three cases), India (two cases), the
Philippines (two cases), Malaysia (one case), Myanmar (one case) and Vietnam
(one case) during the incubation period.
 
     As of yesterday (August 22), 123 cases had been recorded this year, as
compared with 86 cases recorded in the same period last year. All the cases
recorded in 2019 were imported, mainly from Thailand (26), Malaysia (21),
Cambodia (18) and Indonesia (18).
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     The CHP has been closely monitoring the latest DF situation in
neighbouring and overseas areas. DF is endemic in many tropical and
subtropical areas of the world. According to the World Health Organization,
some Asian countries are experiencing unusually high numbers of DF cases for
this time of year. The number of cases in several countries including
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam was about two to six times
the number for the same period in 2018.
 
     According to the Health Commission of Guangdong Province, Guangdong is
currently in the epidemic season of DF. As of July 31, 796 cases have been
recorded in Guangdong this year, which was significantly higher than that in
the same period last year (121 cases). In Taiwan, 400 cases (including 74
local cases) have been recorded in 2019 (as of August 22). According to the
health authority of Taiwan, the number of imported DF cases recorded so far
this year was the highest compared to the number for the same period in the
past 10 years. 
 
     Detailed information on the latest DF situation in Hong Kong as well as
neighbouring and overseas countries and areas this year has been uploaded to
the CHP's website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/df_imported_cases_and_overseas_figures_eng.pdf).
Members of the public should stay vigilant and carry out effective mosquito
prevention and control measures.
     
     â€‹"Apart from general measures, travellers returning from areas
affected by DF should apply insect repellent for 14 days upon arrival in Hong
Kong. If feeling unwell, seek medical advice promptly and provide travel
details to the doctor," a spokesman for the CHP said.
 
B. Chikungunya fever
 
â€‹     From August 16 to 22, the CHP recorded one CF case. The patient had
been to Myanmar during the incubation period. As of yesterday (August 22),
seven confirmed CF cases had been recorded this year, including six imported
from Thailand and one imported from Myanmar.
 
     CF is a mosquito-borne disease caused by the chikungunya virus. It is
clinically characterised by fever frequently accompanied by joint pain. Other
common signs and symptoms include muscle pain, headache, nausea, fatigue and
a rash. Joint pain is often very debilitating, but usually lasts for a few
days or may be prolonged for weeks. Most patients recover fully, but in some
cases joint pain may persist for several months, or even years.
 
     Chikungunya virus is transmitted to humans by mosquito bites. Although
the vector Aedes aegypti is not found in Hong Kong, another vector, Aedes
albopictus, is widely distributed locally. These mosquitoes can be found
biting throughout daylight hours, though there may be peaks of activity in
the early morning and late afternoon.
 
     The public should take heed of the following advice on mosquito control:
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Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and
drains to prevent blockage;
Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;
Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;
Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week.
The use of saucers should be avoided if possible;
Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;
Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and
Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers and apply insect repellent containing DEET
to clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor
activities.

    
     DEET-containing insect repellents are effective and the public should
take heed of the tips below:
 

Read the label instructions carefully first;
Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;
Apply on exposed skin and clothing;
Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent
for children*;
Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and
Re-apply only when needed and follow the instructions.

 
* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne diseases
are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2 months or
above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET concentration of
up to 30 per cent.
 
     The public should call 1823 in case of mosquito problems and may visit
the following pages for more information: the DF page of the CHP and
the Travel Health Service, the CF page of the CHP, the latest Travel Health
News, tips for using insect repellents, and the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube
Channel.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
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illicit heat-not-burn products (with
photo)

     Hong Kong Customs yesterday (August 22) seized about 50 000 suspected
illicit heat-not-burn (HNB) products with an estimated market value of about
$140,000 and a duty potential of about $100,000 at Hong Kong International
Airport (HKIA).

     A male passenger arrived in Hong Kong from Quanzhou, Fujian, yesterday
night. During Customs clearance, the batch of suspected illicit HNB
products was found inside his luggage.

     The 27-year-old man was arrested for failing to declare HNB products in
excess of the duty-free concession to a Customs officer.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Up till July this year, 37 incoming passengers were arrested at HKIA for
failing to make a declaration of HNB products in excess of the duty-free
concession to Customs officers. About 900 000 suspected illicit HNB products
with an estimated market value of about $2.5 million and duty potential of
about $1.7 million were seized.

     Customs reminds members of the public that under the Dutiable
Commodities Ordinance (DCO), tobacco is a dutiable good to which the DCO
applies. Any HNB product containing tobacco in content is also a dutiable
good subject to the control of the DCO. Any person who possesses, sells or
buys dutiable commodities without a valid license commits an offence. The
maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $1 million and imprisonment for
two years.

     Members of the public may call Customs' hotline 2815 7711 regarding
whether a specific tobacco or smoking product is under the regulation of the
DCO. They may also report any suspected violation of the DCO to Customs' 24-
hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-reporting email account
(crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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Appeal for information on missing girl
in Tsuen Wan (with photo)

     Police today (August 23) appealed to the public for information on a
girl who went missing in Tsuen Wan.

     Leung Wai-ki, aged 13, went missing after she left her residence in Shek
Wai Kok Estate on July 24 afternoon. Her family made a report to Police on
July 28.

     She is about 1.57 metres tall, 36 kilograms in weight and of thin build.
She has a long face with yellow complexion and long black hair. She was last
seen wearing a black and white dress with floral pattern and red shoes.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing girl or may have seen
her is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of New Territories
South on 3661 1176 or 9689 7445 or email to rmpu-nts-2@police.gov.hk, or
contact any police station.
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