
Ling Lung Cantonese Opera Troupe to
perform “Du Shiniang” in January

     The Ling Lung Cantonese Opera Troupe will stage two performances of "Du
Shiniang" in January next year. The production is an adaptation of "Du
Shiniang Sinks Her Jewel Box in Anger", Volume 32 of the vernacular story
collection of "Jingshi Tongyan" (Stories to Caution the World) by Feng
Menglong from the Ming dynasty.
 
     Written by Chow Kit-ping and directed by Geng Tianyuan, the play is a
winner of the Cantonese Opera Development Fund's New Cantonese Opera Play
Scriptwriting Competition Outstanding Script Award, and features a cast that
includes Loong Koon-tin, Tang Mi-ling, Chan Hung-chun, Lui Hung-kwong, Chan
Ka-ming and Yuen Siu-fai.
 
     The story takes place during the Wanli reign of the Ming dynasty. Du
Shiniang is an unrivalled beauty among the courtesans in the capital. One
day, Li Ganxian and Liu Yuchun visit a brothel. Li, smitten by Du's beauty,
is bent on winning her heart. Liu, aware of his humble circumstances, admires
Du but lacks the courage to show his love. Lacking literary talent, Li asks
Liu to compose a poem for him. It succeeds in getting Du to meet Li and they
fall in love.
 
     Sun Fu, a rich salt dealer, is enamoured of Du but she rejects him. The
bawd of the brothel, for want of money and wary of Sun Fu's power, forces Du
to become Sun's concubine. Du resists by threatening to kill herself. Fearing
she may lose both Du and the money, the bawd asks Du to raise 300 taels of
gold to be released from the bond. Li asks Liu to help him raise the money.
Liu wants to free Du from the bond, so he borrows 150 taels of gold from Sun
and gives them to Du. Ironically, Du shows appreciation for Li but mocks Liu.
Du has eventually raised enough to free her. She sets off for Jiangsu-
Zhejiang with Li.
 
     However, when the boat sails near Guazhou, Li begins to feel regret – he
is now broke and his parents may not forgive him for marrying a courtesan. In
the meantime, Sun Fu's boat catches up with them. He offers to pay Li 1,000
taels of gold to buy Du from Li, who agrees and tells Du his feelings. Ruing
her choice of husband, the disillusioned Du sinks her treasure chest of
jewels into the river and jumps in to drown. Later, the dispirited Liu finds
the treasure chest in the river and collects it when he leaves the capital.
He dreams of Du appearing on the waves, tearfully telling him her sad story.
They are, however, now separated by death, with only Du's memory remaining.
 
     "Du Shiniang" is presented by the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department. It will be held at 7.30pm on January 14 and 15 (Tuesday and
Wednesday) at the Auditorium of Kwai Tsing Theatre. Tickets priced at $140,
$220, $300 and $380 are now available at URBTIX (www.urbtix.hk). For
telephone credit card bookings, please call 2111 5999. For programme

http://www.government-world.com/ling-lung-cantonese-opera-troupe-to-perform-du-shiniang-in-january/
http://www.government-world.com/ling-lung-cantonese-opera-troupe-to-perform-du-shiniang-in-january/
http://www.urbtix.hk/


enquiries and concessionary schemes, please call 2268 7325 or visit
www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/Programme/en/chinese_opera/programs_926.ht
ml.
 
     Two performance-related talks will be held at 7.30pm on November 29
(Friday) at AC2, 4/F, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
(HKCC) and at 7.30pm on January 16 (Thursday) at AC1, 4/F, Administration
Building, HKCC respectively. Speakers include Loong Koon-tin, Tang Mi-ling
and Chow Kit-ping. The talks will be held in Cantonese. Admission is free.
Limited seats are available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Veteran Cantonese opera stars from
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao to
perform in December

     An array of well-known Cantonese opera stars will collaborate in a
performance entitled "A Showcase of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao Cantonese
Opera Masters" in December to enhance the exchange of Cantonese opera
culture.
 
     The veteran Cantonese opera performers from Guangdong, Hong Kong and
Macao will perform the classic piece "Why Haven't Thou Returned?" at 7.30pm
on December 19 (Thursday) at the Auditorium of Sha Tin Town Hall.
 
     The story follows Wen Pingsheng's mother, who intends to marry her son
to Fang Keqing. To her dismay, she finds out Pingsheng has married Zhao
Pinniang. Though unhappy about the marriage, Mrs Wen has no choice but to
accept it. Keqing's elder brother, Sanlang, covets the beautiful Pinniang,
and conspires with Keqing to bribe the doctor to give a false diagnosis that
Pinniang has contracted a terminal disease. This gives Mrs Wen the excuse to
force the couple to separate. Pingsheng secretly visits his sick wife, making
Mrs Wen even more resentful of Pinniang. When Pingsheng is off to the
battlefield to fight his enemies, Mrs Wen forces Pinniang to divorce her
husband and sends her away. Pingsheng returns home victorious from the
battle, and is shocked to learn that Pinniang has died. He refuses to marry
Keqing and leaves home devastated and filled with grief.
 
     The cast from Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao include Ding Fan, Yu Long,
Huang Chunqiang, Jiang Wenduan, Li Jie and Xie Weixin (from Guangdong); Ng
Chin-fung, Lui Hung-kwong, Yuen Siu-fai, Lam Po-chu, Nam Fung, Ko Lai, Chan
Wing-yee, Chan Hung-chun, Sun Kim-long, Cheng Wing-mui, Loong Koon-tin, Law
Ka-ying (from Hong Kong) and Peng Chiquan and Zeng Hui (from Macao).
 
     "A Showcase of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao Cantonese Opera Masters"

http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/Programme/en/chinese_opera/programs_926.html
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/Programme/en/chinese_opera/programs_926.html
http://www.government-world.com/veteran-cantonese-opera-stars-from-guangdong-hong-kong-and-macao-to-perform-in-december/
http://www.government-world.com/veteran-cantonese-opera-stars-from-guangdong-hong-kong-and-macao-to-perform-in-december/
http://www.government-world.com/veteran-cantonese-opera-stars-from-guangdong-hong-kong-and-macao-to-perform-in-december/


is jointly presented by the Guangdong Provincial Department of Culture and
Tourism, the Home Affairs Bureau and the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao
Special Administrative Region. It is organised by the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department. Tickets priced at $180, $280, $380 and $480 are now
available at URBTIX (www.urbtix.hk). For telephone credit card bookings,
please call 2111 5999. For programme enquiries and concessionary schemes,
please call 2268 7325 or
visit www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/Programme/en/chinese_opera/programs_
895.html.

Postal services to United States
subject to delay

     Hongkong Post announced today (November 20) that, owing to a mail
backlog at the Chicago airport, all mail delivery services (including
Speedpost) to Chicago are subject to delay.

Big Wave Bay Beach temporarily closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (November
20) that Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island, is
temporarily closed until further notice for maintenance of the shark
prevention net. The red flag has been hoisted at the beach. Beach-goers are
advised not to swim at the beach. The red flag was hoisted earlier due to big
waves.

Red flags hoisted at some beaches

Attention TV/radio announcers:
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Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (November
20) that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach
and Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island; and
Silverstrand Beach and Clear Water Bay Second Beach in Sai Kung
District.  Beach-goers are advised not to swim at these beaches.


