
New Yearbook “Hong Kong 2018” goes on
sale today (with photo)

     The Government's latest Yearbook, "Hong Kong 2018", went on sale today
(November 25).

     The book presents a thorough review of the calendar year just past and
gives extensive accounts of government policy, activities and developments in
the city, with detailed statistics supplying the facts of Hong Kong life over
the year.

     The cover of this edition is adorned with a panoramic photograph of the
55-kilometre Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge. This significant infrastructure
strategically linking the three places opened in October 2018 and is set to
boost the flow of people, goods and capital.

     The 22 chapters cover Hong Kong's constitution, legal system, economy
and financial affairs, housing, innovation and technology, health and
transport, along with many other topics.

     There are also 12 photo sections containing more than 120 pictures of
events, people and places in Hong Kong. On the inside back cover is a map of
major transport infrastructure in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area, showing how Hong Kong is connected to other cities in the Bay Area.

     The standard price of "Hong Kong 2018" is $270. Early buyers can enjoy a
25 per cent discount, with the price reduced to $202.50 from now until
December 24, 2019.

     The Yearbook is available at the Information Services Department's
Publications Sales Unit at Room 626, 6/F, North Point Government Offices, 333
Java Road, North Point. It can also be bought through the Online Government
Bookstore (www.bookstore.gov.hk) and by:
 

calling the Publications Sales Unit on 2537 1910;
downloading an order form from the department's website at
www.isd.gov.hk and submitting the form online or by fax to 2523 7195; or
emailing puborder@isd.gov.hk.

     â€‹The early-buyer discount applies to all sales channels.
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Opening remarks by S for IT at ASTRI
Technovation Summit 2019 (English
only)

     Following are the opening remarks by the Secretary for Innovation and
Technology, Mr Nicholas W Yang, at the Hong Kong Applied Science and
Technology Research Institute Company Limited (ASTRI) Technovation Summit
2019 today (November 25):
 
Sunny (Chairman of ASTRI, Mr Sunny Lee), Dr Lam (Chairman of the Elderly
Commission, Dr Lam Ching-choi), Hugh (Chief Executive Officer of ASTRI, Mr
Hugh Chow), distinguished guests, friends, ladies and gentlemen,
 
     Good morning. Welcome to Hong Kong Science Park. Welcome to ASTRI. I
would like to first congratulate Sunny Lee for succeeding M Y Wong as the new
Chairman of ASTRI. Sunny has served on the ASTRI Board for seven years. He
will be taking over leadership with great experience. Another note is that we
have two Sunnys now at Science Park, one is Sunny Chai who is the Chairman of
HKSTPC and then of course Sunny Lee. Hopefully there will be lots of sunshine
here.
      
     It is a great pleasure to join you all today at the ASTRI Technovation
Summit. ASTRI has selected "Smart Future for All" as the theme of this year's
event. Indeed, Hong Kong people do embrace the changes brought by digital
transformation, which is the key to shape our future, make our lives smarter
and also better.
      
     Two years ago, the Government published the first-ever Smart City
Blueprint for Hong Kong, putting forth more than 70 concrete and specific
initiatives to improve Hong Kong people's quality of living while promoting
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economic growth. We have seen many major developments since then. For
instance, the launch of the Faster Payment System in September 2018, and the
adoption of various smart solutions at the Hong Kong International Airport. I
am happy to share with you today that we are in the process of preparing the
Smart City Blueprint 2.0, which will include many new initiatives, and shall
be ready for release in the first half of coming year.
      
     In realising our vision to build a Smart Hong Kong, applied research
plays an important role in transferring the latest technologies to practical
use. Over the years, ASTRI has made significant contributions in our smart
city development, bringing innovation and technology closer to our daily
living, and benefitting Hong Kong as a whole.
      
     Let me cite a few examples of ASTRI's achievements. On Smart Mobility,
ASTRI has been developing its proprietary C-V2X technology, through which
vehicles can communicate with each other and with pedestrians and roadside
infrastructure to enhance road safety. ASTRI has also been actively engaging
in the research and development of 5G technologies. Apart from developing 5G
application platforms to enhance Hong Kong's competitiveness, ASTRI is the
first and the only Hong Kong institution participating in the international
5G standardisation meetings, demonstrating its leadership position in 5G
development.
      
     On Smart Economy, ASTRI's Fintech initiatives have been well-received by
Hong Kong's banking sector. Its AI-enabled Chinese handwriting recognition
and optical character recognition automatic form processing system, together
with its Cantonese-supporting mixed languages chatbot, have helped financial
services providers improve their services. In addition, ASTRI has created
Hong Kong's first property-purchase blockchain platform, which helps save
time and resources in real estate property transactions.
      
     On Smart Living, ASTRI has developed a smart analytics platform for
utilities applications such as smart water management, which helps to reduce
water wastage.
      
     On a separate front, Hong Kong is moving full speed ahead with the
establishment of two world-class research clusters, one focusing on
healthcare technologies and the other on AI and robotics technologies, right
here at Science Park. Over 60 proposals have been received from the best of
the best in the global research community. The two research clusters are
expected to be set up progressively in the coming months, and we will also
examine the setting up of a third research cluster to further enhance global
research collaboration in Hong Kong. I am sure ASTRI will actively
participate in these world-class research clusters.
      
     Today, Hong Kong is facing big challenges from the global trade war and
internal social unrest. Yet, the Government remains fully committed to
developing innovation and technology here in Hong Kong, using I&T as a key
economic and social driver to help improve our citizens' daily lives and
diversify our economy. We should never lose faith and I am confident that we
will overcome our current challenges.



      
     In closing, I wish today's Summit every success, and all the guests and
participants a most rewarding and enjoyable day.  Thank you very much!

District Council Ordinary Election
results (1240)

     Following are the latest results of the 2019 District Council Ordinary
Election as at 12.40pm today (November 25):

District: Kwun Tong
———————-
                                                                         
 No. of
                                                                         
 votes
Constituency             Candidates                            obtained
—————            ————-                           ———

Lam Tin                     Kan Ming Tung                       4,080*

                                Fung Tak Sum                        4,030

* elected

CE thanks public for voting in
District Council election

     In response to the sixth District Council election held yesterday
(November 24), the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, today (November 25)
issued the following statement:

     A total of about 2.94 million registered electors cast their votes in
the 2019 District Council election yesterday, representing a record high
cumulative turnout rate of about 71.2 per cent. It shows that voters hoped to
express their views through this election. I sincerely thank the public for
their active participation in the District Council election.
 
     This District Council election was conducted in very difficult
circumstances due to the social incidents of recent months. I thank all
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candidates for their participation despite the challenges. The District
Councils are an important component of our political system. Apart from
reflecting views from the districts to the Government and contributing to the
development of the communities, they also play a positive role in monitoring
the provision of public services in the districts. With the sixth-term
District Councils assuming office on January 1, 2020, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government will strengthen co-operation with
the District Councils to solve district problems which are of concern to the
public. I would also like to thank the outgoing District Council members,
many of whom have served in the relevant districts for many years and made
tremendous contributions to the improvement of residents' lives.

     In general, the election yesterday was held in a peaceful, safe and
orderly manner. After the social unrest in the past five months, I firmly
believe that the vast majority of the public would share my wish for the
peaceful, safe and orderly situation to continue.
 
     The HKSAR Government respects the election results. There are various
analyses and interpretations in the community in relation to the results, and
quite a few are of the view that the results reflect people's dissatisfaction
with the current situation and the deep-seated problems in society. The HKSAR
Government will listen to the opinions of members of the public humbly and
seriously reflect.

     I express my gratitude to the Electoral Affairs Commission and more than
30 000 civil servants for their hard work, enabling the smooth operation of
the election.

Update on cases of Legionnaires’
disease

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(November 25) reported the latest number of cases of Legionnaires' disease
(LD), and stressed the importance of using and maintaining properly designed
man-made water systems, adding that susceptible groups should strictly
observe relevant precautions.
 
     From November 17 to 23, one community-acquired LD case was reported. The
male patient, aged 66 with underlying illnesses, lives in Tower 3, Neptune
Terrace, 13 Tai Man Street, Chai Wan.
 
     "Epidemiological investigations are ongoing to identify potential
sources of infection, high-risk exposure and clusters, if any," a spokesman
for the CHP said. 
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     As of November 23 this year, 99 LD cases have been reported. In 2018 and
2017, there were 105 and 72 cases respectively. 
 
     "Men, people aged over 50, smokers, alcoholics and persons with weakened
immunity are more susceptible to LD. Some situations may also increase the
risk of infection including poor maintenance of water systems leading to
stagnant water; living in areas with old water systems, cooling towers or
fountains; using electric water heaters, whirlpools and spas or hot water
spring spas; and recent stays in hotels or vessels," the spokesman said.
 
     Legionellae are found in various environmental settings and grow well in
warm water (20 to 45 degrees Celsius). They can be found in aqueous
environments such as water tanks, hot and cold water systems, cooling towers,
whirlpools and spas, water fountains and home apparatus which support
breathing. People may become infected when they breathe in contaminated
droplets (aerosols) and mist generated by artificial water systems, or when
handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes.
 
     Immunocompromised persons should:
 

Use sterile or boiled water for drinking, tooth brushing and mouth
rinsing;
Avoid using humidifiers, or other mist- or aerosol-generating devices. A
shower may also generate small aerosols; and
If using humidifiers, or other mist- or aerosol-generating devices, fill
the water tank with only sterile or cooled freshly boiled water, and not
water directly from the tap. Also, clean and maintain
humidifiers/devices regularly according to manufacturers' instructions.
Never leave stagnant water in a humidifier/device. Empty the water tank,
wipe all surfaces dry, and change the water daily.

 
     The public should observe the health advice below:
 

Observe personal hygiene;
Do not smoke and avoid alcohol consumption;
Strainers in water taps and shower heads should be inspected, cleaned,
descaled and disinfected regularly or at a frequency recommended by the
manufacturer;
If a fresh water plumbing system is properly maintained, it is not
necessary to install domestic water filters. Use of water filters is not
encouraged as clogging occurs easily, which can promote growth of micro-
organisms. In case water filters are used, the pore size should be 0.2
micrometres (µm) and the filter needs to be changed periodically
according to the manufacturer's recommendations;
Drain and clean water tanks of buildings at least quarterly;
Drain or purge for at least one minute infrequently used water outlets
(e.g. water taps, shower heads and hot water outlets) and stagnant
points of the pipework weekly or before use;



Seek and follow doctors' professional advice regarding the use and
maintenance of home respiratory devices and use only sterile water (not
distilled or tap water) to clean and fill the reservoir. Clean and
maintain the device regularly according to the manufacturer's
instructions. After cleaning/disinfection, rinse the device with sterile
water, cooled freshly boiled water or water filtered with 0.2 µm
filters. Never leave stagnant water in the device. Empty the water tank,
keep all surfaces dry, and change the water daily; and
When handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes:

     1. Wear gloves and a face mask;
     2. Water gardens and compost gently using low pressure;
     3. Open composted potting mixes slowly and make sure the opening is
directed away from the face;
     4. Wet the soil to reduce dust when potting plants; and
     5. Avoid working in poorly ventilated places such as enclosed
greenhouses.

     The public may visit the CHP's LD page, the Code of Practice for
Prevention of LD and the Housekeeping Guidelines for Cold and Hot Water
Systems for Building Management of the Prevention of LD Committee, and the
CHP's risk-based strategy for prevention and control of LD. 
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