
Fatal traffic accident in Tin Shui Wai

     Police are investigating a fatal traffic accident in Tin Shui Wai today
(December 4) in which a 68-year-old man died.

     At about 1.19pm, a light goods vehicle (LGV) driven by a 26-year-old man
was travelling along Tin Shui Road southbound. When approaching Tin Wing
Road, it reportedly knocked down the 68-year-old man who was using an
electric wheelchair to cross the road.

     Sustaining head injuries, the man was rushed to Tin Shui Wai Hospital in
unconscious state and was certified dead at 3.13pm.

     The LGV driver was arrested for dangerous driving causing death. He is
being detained for further enquiries.

     Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, New
Territories North is underway.

     Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers at 3661 3818 or 3661 3819.

FS announces further measures to
support enterprises and employment

     With the social and economic environment of Hong Kong facing
unprecedented challenges, the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, announced
today (December 4) a new package of measures to support enterprises and
employment. Details are as follows: 
 
(1) Waive 75 per cent of water and sewage charges for non-domestic households
from December 1, 2019, to March 31, 2020, subject to a monthly cap of $20,000
and $12,500 respectively per household per month (Note 1). Government revenue
will be reduced by about $340 million and around 250 000 households will
benefit;
 
(2) Provide an electricity subsidy to each eligible non-residential
electricity account holder to cover 75 per cent of their monthly billed
electricity charges, subject to a cap of $5,000 per account per month for
four months, i.e. $20,000 in total per account. This involves about $2.3
billion and the number of beneficiaries will be about 430 000;
 
(3) Provide an enhanced rates concession in the fourth quarter of 2019-20
(i.e. January 1 to March 31, 2020) to all non-domestic properties. The
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exemption ceiling for each non-domestic property chargeable to rates will be
increased from $1,500 to $5,000 for that quarter. Government revenue will be
further reduced by about $600 million and around 260 000 non-domestic
properties will benefit;
 
(4) Waive the surcharge on tax outstanding for up to one year for taxpayers
in need who applied and obtained approval for payment of tax by
instalments. The waiver is applicable for the 2018/19 year of assessment, and
covers profits tax, salaries tax, and personal assessment;
 
(5) Use the turnover rent received from the terminal operator of the Kai Tak
Cruise Terminal to offer, through the operator, fees and rent reduction for
cruise lines and existing tenants to support cruise lines’ continuous
deployment and berthing in Hong Kong and promote the business of relevant
sectors. The arrangement will last for six months with effect from December
1, 2019. A total of 105 ship calls and six existing tenants are expected to
benefit;
 
(6) For the local recycling industry, after discussing with the Government,
the Advisory Committee on Recycling Fund will launch a one-time rental
subsidy scheme to recycling enterprises through the Recycling Fund. About
$100 million will be involved, and about 500 recycling street-corner stores
and 400 open recycling sites will benefit. Details will be announced by the
Committee separately;
 
(7) The Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) has responded to the
Government’s appeal and announced earlier today that it will waive the annual
licence fees for all licensed individuals and intermediaries for the
financial year 2020-21. The SFC's revenue will be reduced by about $117.5
million and over 47 000 licensed individuals and intermediaries will benefit;
 
(8) The Employees Retraining Board (ERB) was entrusted by the Government
earlier to launch the Love Upgrading Special Scheme (the Scheme). After
discussing with the Government, the ERB will enhance and extend the Scheme,
including to consider increasing the maximum amount of monthly allowance per
trainee from $4,000 to $5,800 through legislative amendment, expanding the
choices of trades and courses, in particular the provision of part-time
arrangement for the popular "Vocational Skills" courses, and offering more
training places based on demand. The measures will involve about $350
million; and

(9) Enhance the Youth Employment and Training Programme to assist young
people to enter the labour market. This will involve about $14.3 million and
benefit about 600 young people each year.
 
     The above measures by the Government and SFC involve over $4 billion in
total.
 
     Moreover, the Lands Department will introduce the following additional
support measures for most of the short-term tenancies (STTs) of government
land and short term and temporary waivers for varying the terms of the land



grants under the Department issued for community and business use:
 
(i) freeze the rent and waiver fee payable under the STTs/waivers from
October 1, 2019, until December 31, 2020; and
 
(ii) suspend re-tendering of the STTs from October 1, 2019, until 31 December
31, 2020, to allow the existing tenants to stay on under existing terms,
unless termination is required for other policy considerations or initiated
by the tenants themselves;
 
     For stalls/facilities/carparks in the Cheung Sha Wan Wholesale Food
Market and Western Wholesale Food Market managed by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department, as well as Public Cargo Working Areas
managed by the Marine Department, any monthly rental/fee increase as a result
of the rental review conducted between October 1, 2019, and December 31,
2020, or according to the Berth Licence Agreements, will be waived until the
next review or adjustment cycle.
 
     Relevant bureaux and departments will follow up on the implementation of
the above measures at full speed so that enterprises and the public can
benefit early.
      
     For the helping measures announced between August and October 2019
requiring additional resources (Note 2) in the current financial year, the
Government has consulted the relevant Panels of the Legislative Council
(LegCo), and put up the funding proposals to the Finance Committee on
November 29. As regards the enhanced tax concession, the bill for effecting
the tax concession was passed by LegCo on November 6, 2019, and gazetted on
November 15, 2019. The Inland Revenue Department will reflect the tax
reductions in the tax demand notes.
 
Note 1: For four-monthly billed households, the respective caps for water and
sewage charges are $80,000 and $50,000.
 
Note 2: Helping measures requiring approval for additional resources –

(i) making further enhancements and additional injections to the Dedicated
Fund on Branding, Upgrading and Domestic Sales and the SME Export Marketing
Fund, and introducing a new loan scheme with a 90 per cent guarantee under
the SME Financing Guarantee Scheme;
 
(ii) providing an extra allowance to social security recipients, equal to one
month of the standard rate Comprehensive Social Security Assistance payments,
Old Age Allowance, Old Age Living Allowance or Disability Allowance and
applying similar arrangements to recipients of the Working Family Allowance
and the individual based Work Incentive Transport Subsidy;
 
(iii) providing a subsidy to kindergarten and primary and secondary day-
school students in Hong Kong at $2,500 per head in the 2019/20 school year to
alleviate parents' financial burden by defraying education expenses;



(iv) paying one month's rent for lower income tenants living in the public
rental units of the Hong Kong Housing Authority and the Hong Kong Housing
Society; and
 
(v) providing a one-off electricity charges subsidy of $2,000 to each
residential electricity account.

Elderly reminded to take precautionary
measures during cold spell

Attention Duty Announcers, Radio and TV Stations:

     Please broadcast the following special announcement immediately, and
repeat it at frequent intervals:

     With the approach of cold weather, the Social Welfare Department (SWD)
reminds the elderly to take precautionary measures during the cold spell.
Relatives, friends and neighbours are encouraged to show concern and care for
the health of frail elderly persons, particularly those living alone. Those
in need may call the SWD hotline at 2343 2255 for assistance.

Employers and employees should take
precautions during cold weather

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

     Please broadcast the following special announcement immediately, and
repeat it at frequent intervals when the Cold Weather Warning is in force:

     The Labour Department reminds employers that as the Cold Weather Warning
is in force, they should take appropriate precautions such as reminding
employees who have to work outdoors or in remote areas to wear appropriately
warm clothing, and make arrangements for employees to rotate from outdoor to
indoor or sheltered work sites as far as possible. Employees should take note
of the weather report, wear appropriately warm clothing and be mindful of
their health conditions. They should notify their supervisors and seek
medical help immediately if feeling unwell, such as having cold limbs and
body shivering.
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Transcript of remarks by FS (with
video)

      The Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, joined by the Secretary for the
Environment, Mr Wong Kam-sing; the Secretary for Financial Services and the
Treasury, Mr James Lau; and the Secretary for Labour and Welfare, Dr Law Chi-
kwong, met the media today (December 4) on initiatives to support enterprises
and employment. Following is the transcript of remarks:
 
Reporter: Many of the subsidies and waivers that you mentioned just now seem
to be focusing on non-residential users. Why not, or has the Government
actually considered such measures or similar subsidies for residential users
as well? Second question, regarding to paying tax in phases and waiving the
late fees and stuff, you mentioned that people in need can apply. Who is
qualified to apply for this and can everybody do it? And the third question,
how many more rounds of relief measures does the Government actually expect
to roll out, because there have been several rounds of such relief measures
and they don’t really seem to help much and it seems that it’s very hard for
us to reach a breakthrough as long as the Government refuses to satisfy the
protesters’ five demands? So, how many more rounds?
 
Financial Secretary: For this round of measures, most of them are targeted
towards supporting businesses, especially small and medium enterprises
(SMEs).  Our concept is that by supporting businesses it will help safeguard
employment. During economic downturn, supporting employment is the number one
priority of the Government. Besides, there are two measures which will also
benefit individuals, say for example the proposed increase in the allowance
for people receiving training from the Employees Retraining Board. Also, the
instalment tax payment is also available to individuals. So what we have been
trying to do is to balance the resources available to address the needs of
the community.
 
     We have launched a few rounds of measures and we are now in the process
of preparing the Budget. The economic situation in Hong Kong has been
evolving very rapidly, responding to external international environment as
well as domestic social unrest. As the Government, we have been monitoring
this very closely and assessing the impact on businesses, especially SMEs, as
well as the impact on our people. So instead of waiting for all these to
develop and come up with one package, we do think that we should roll out
measures as early as possible to relieve the burdens of the people being
seriously affected.  You mentioned about the demands of the protesters. Yes,
on political question, we still need to find solutions, and in fact the Chief
Executive has been working with us very hard in trying to find solutions, but
in the meantime we also need to take timely measures to address the economic
challenges faced by many.
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Reporter: Can everybody apply to pay taxes in phases? Everybody can do it?
 
Financial Secretary: It is on a merit basis. So, for example, if one really
comes across financial difficulties, say for instance a married couple, one
of them got laid off and they find it difficult to meet the tax payment on
time, they may apply to the Inland Revenue Department to have their tax
payment rearranged by instalment, and what we are going to do is that in such
circumstances, the normal surcharge to be imposed will be waived.
 
Reporter: So it’s case-by-case consideration, basically?
 
Financial Secretary: Case by case, on justifiable circumstances.
 
(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)
 


