
11th Asia Cultural Co-operation Forum
promotes cultural co-operation in
Asian economies (with photos)

     The highlight of the 11th Asia Cultural Co-operation Forum (ACCF), the
Ministerial Panel, was held this morning (December 12). Cultural ministers
and senior officials of nine Asian countries came together in Hong Kong to
attend the panel discussion session and exchanged ideas and shared views on
boosting cultural co-operation to promote the development of culture and the
arts.
      
     The Director of the Palace Museum, Dr Wang Xudong, addressed today's
panel discussion session while other participating cultural ministers and
senior officials from Singapore, Cambodia, the Maldives, Bangladesh, Korea,
Japan, Thailand and Myanmar also took turns to speak. Among the participating
countries, the Maldives and Bangladesh have joined the ACCF for the first
time. Cultural representatives from Mainland provinces and Macao also
attended the panel discussion session.
      
     The ACCF is being held today and tomorrow (December 13) with a wide
range of activities. The ACCF was launched in 2003 by the Home Affairs Bureau
with an aim of fostering regional cultural co-operation, sharing good
practices and promoting culture and the arts.
      
     The Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr Lau Kong-wah, said in his opening
speech at the panel discussion session that this year's ACCF marks the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China and reflects
Hong Kong's strategic location at the heart of Asia. He pointed out that Hong
Kong has been and will continue to be an important place for bringing
together cities and countries, providing a hub for different cultures to
meet, influence one another and evolve.
      
     Mr Lau added that while Hong Kong has been facing unprecedented
difficulties in the past few months, we will remain resilient to overcome all
challenges ahead. He expressed the belief that arts and culture transcend
boundaries and differences, noting that co-operation and mutual support will
always prevail in strengthening people-to-people bonds and building inclusive
societies.
      
     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, hosted a Gala Lunch for the
delegations and local cultural leaders. This year, performing groups were
invited to give performances together with local musicians during the Gala
Lunch of the ACCF for the first time, in order to let guests have a taste of
the cultures of different places. The performers came from European and Asian
cities with vibrant cultural scenes including Yogyakarta, Indonesia; Matera,
Italy; and Incheon, Korea.
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     The Permanent Secretary for Home Affairs, Mrs Cherry Tse, signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on Cultural Co-operation with the Secretary of
State, Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts of Cambodia, Mr Som Sokun, with a
view to strengthening cultural co-operation and exchanges between Hong Kong
and Cambodia.
      
     In the afternoon, the participating delegations visited the Hong Kong
Museum of Art, which reopened in November. The delegations will visit the
Xiqu Centre and Tai Kwun tomorrow.
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Appeal for information on missing
woman in Cheung Sha Wan (with photo)

     Police today (December 12) appealed to the public for information on a
woman who went missing in Cheung Sha Wan.

     ZHANG Xiaoge, aged 34, went missing after she left her residence on Fuk
Wing Street on December 9 morning. Her family made a report to Police
yesterday (December 11)..
         
     She is about 1.6 metres tall, 72 kilograms in weight and of fat build.
She has a round face with yellow complexion and long black hair. She was last
seen carrying a black and white bag in unknown clothing.
          
     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing woman or may have seen
her is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Kowloon West on
3661 8035 or 9020 6542 or email to rmpu-kw@police.gov.hk, or contact any
police station.
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Hin Tin Swimming Pool reopened

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
12) that Hin Tin Swimming Pool in Sha Tin District, closed earlier on due to
water pipe burst in the vicinity, has been reopened.

Missing woman in Tuen Mun located

     A woman who went missing in Tuen Mun has been located.

     Chan Mei-fong, aged 56, went missing after she left her residence in Sam
Shing Estate in the small hours on December 7. Her family made a report to
Police on December 8.

     The woman was located at a bus stop near Tuen Mun Pier this afternoon
(December 12). She sustained no injuries and no suspicious circumstances were
detected.
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Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
methamphetamine and ketamine (with
photo)

     Hong Kong Customs yesterday (December 11) seized about 2 kilograms of
suspected methamphetamine and about 1.6kg of suspected ketamine with a total
estimated market value of about $2.5 million at Lok Ma Chau Control Point.

     Customs officers yesterday intercepted an express parcel that arrived in
Hong Kong from Malaysia via Shenzhen at Lok Ma Chau Control Point. Upon
inspection, the batch of suspected methamphetamine and ketamine was found
concealed inside four packages of drink powder.

     After follow-up investigation, Customs officers arrested a 34-year-old
woman and a 46-year-old man suspected to be involved in the case in Sham Shui
Po on the same day.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

     Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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