
Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Happy Valley

     Special traffic arrangements will be implemented in Happy Valley today
(December 26). The arrangements will come into effect one and a half hours
before the start of the first race and will last until the crowds have
dispersed after the race meeting.

     A. Traffic arrangements before the commencement of the first race

     1. Road closure

     Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
outside Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will be closed except for vehicles
heading for Aberdeen Tunnel.

     2. Traffic diversions

     – Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the up-ramp
outside HKJC will be re-routed one way northbound;
     – Traffic along eastbound Queen's Road East heading for Wan Chai and
Happy Valley will be diverted to turn left to Morrison Hill Road;
     – Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley
will be diverted via Sports Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
     – Traffic along Queen's Road East cannot turn right to Wong Nai Chung
Road except for vehicles heading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
     – Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Queen's Road East will
be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Morrison Hill Road to turn right at the junction of Wong Nai Chung Road and
Queen's Road East; and
     – Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley or
Racecourse will be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal
Road flyover to Canal Road East, southbound Morrison Hill Road, Sports Road
and Wong Nai Chung Road.

     B. Traffic arrangements before the conclusion of race meeting

     1. Road closure

     The following roads will be closed from about 35 minutes before the
start of the last race:

     – The up-ramp on Wong Nai Chung Road outside HKJC leading to Aberdeen
Tunnel;
     – Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-
ramp leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
     – Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the Public
Stands of HKJC;
     – Westbound Leighton Road between Wong Nai Chung Road and Canal Road
East; and
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     – Southbound Morrison Hill Road between Leighton Road and Queen's Road
East.

     In addition, southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between the up-ramp leading
to Aberdeen Tunnel and the Public Stands of HKJC will be closed from about 10
minutes before the start of the last race.

     2. Traffic diversions

     The following traffic diversions will be implemented from about 35
minutes before the start of the last race:

     – Eastbound Queen's Road East at its junction with Morrison Hill Road
will be reduced to one-lane traffic heading for northbound Canal Road
flyover;
     – Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Wan Chai will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Canal Road East, U-turn slip road beneath Canal Road flyover, Canal Road West
and Hennessy Road;
     – Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Canal Road East, eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
     – Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road will be diverted to turn
left to eastbound Leighton Road;
     – Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley
will be diverted via eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road; and
     – Traffic along westbound Leighton Road will be diverted to Wong Nai
Chung Road.

     C. Learner drivers prohibition

     Learner drivers will be prohibited to turn left from Caroline Hill Road
to Leighton Road between one and a half hours before the start of the first
race and one hour after the last race. In addition, learner drivers will be
prohibited from accessing the following roads within the above period of
time:

     – Shan Kwong Road between Yik Yam Street and Wong Nai Chung Road;
     – Village Road between its upper and lower junctions with Shan Kwong
Road;
     – Percival Street between Hennessy Road and Leighton Road;
     – Canal Road East; and
     – The service road leading from Gloucester Road to Canal Road flyover.

     D. Suspension of parking spaces

     Parking spaces on southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Sports Road and
Blue Pool Road will be suspended from 11am to 7pm during day racing, from
4.30pm to 11.59pm during evening racing, and from 5pm to 11.59pm during night
racing.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precincts of the above
affected areas will be towed away without prior notice.



     Actual implementation of road closure and traffic diversion will be made
by the Police at the time depending on traffic conditions in the areas.
Motorists should exercise tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions
of Police on site.
     

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:
 
     During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rates in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.
 
 

Yellow fire danger warning

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

Yellow fire danger warning

     The fire danger situation today (December 26) is yellow and the risk of
fire is high. People are urged to prevent fires breaking out and hikers
should also be vigilant.
 

Government refutes HK Watch
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allegations

     A Government spokesman has today (December 25) refuted in the strongest
possible terms the statement issued earlier by Hong Kong Watch accusing the
Hong Kong Police Force of taking brutal action against "peaceful shoppers and
protesters" celebrating Christmas Eve in Tsim Sha Tsui and other areas. 

     "There is nothing further from the truth in these false accusations and
fabrications. The Police had adopted a measured and restrained approach
throughout. Only minimum force was deployed in response to the blatant
unlawful activities of the violent protesters on Christmas Eve. These violent
activities included arson, recklessly vandalising shops and the Mongkok
Branch of HSBC, blockading roads, destroying 21 sets of traffic lights in
Mong Kok area, brutally assaulting innocent members of the public, attacking
police officers by petrol bombs and charging police cordon lines and unlawful
assembly," the spokesman stressed.

     These unlawful activities undeniably greatly affected public peace and
safety and therefore necessitated police enforcement actions.

     The spokesman described the remarks by Hong Kong Watch's chairman that
"Hong Kong witnessed truly outrageous police brutality on Christman Eve" as
"fake, utterly irresponsible and grossly unfair". 

     "This kind of myth and malicious falsehoods must be debunked forthwith
as they have painted an entirely wrong image of Hong Kong overseas. Hong Kong
strongly believes in and strictly abides by observes the rule of law. There
can be no question of our Police acting against peaceful shoppers and
protesters," the spokesman added.

Persons in custody participate in
Christmas activities (with photos)

     The Correctional Services Department has arranged for persons in custody
to attend activities during the Christmas festive period.

     The Apostolic Administrator of the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong,
Cardinal John Tong, accompanied by the Deputy Commissioner of Correctional
Services, Mr Wong Kwok-hing; the Correctional Services Chaplain, Deacon Edwin
Ng; and the Chief Superintendent (Stanley Prison), Mr Leung Tsan-ming,
visited Stanley Prison and presided at a Christmas Mass today (December 25)
to share his faith and blessings with participating persons in custody.

     Through the Correctional Services Chaplain, voluntary chaplains and
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visitors from religious organisations, a wide range of spiritual and social
services are offered to all persons in custody who wish to participate
regardless of their religious affiliation. The services include visits,
teaching, counselling, religious worship and recreational activities.
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