Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority (HA) is closely
monitoring the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the
occupancy rates in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued
daily for public information. Details are in the appended table.

In addition, the weekly bulletin "Surge in Brief" (appended) will be
issued every Thursday to illustrate the four-week trend of key service
statistics in public hospitals. "Surge in Brief" can be accessed in the HA
Winter Surge designated webpage (www.ha.org.hk/goto/wintersurge/en).

FHB convenes expert meeting on cluster
of pneumonia cases in Wuhan

The Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, today (January
15) convened an expert meeting to listen to the report by the delegation of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government upon their
working visit to Wuhan, Hubei Province with a view to examining surveillance,
prevention and control measures adopted in Hong Kong in response to the
outbreak of pneumonia cases caused by the novel coronavirus in Wuhan.

The HKSAR Government delegation departed for Wuhan on January 13 to
participate in a two-day working visit under the arrangement of the National
Health Commission (NHC).They gave an account of the information acquired
during the working visit at the expert meeting this morning, including the
situation of the cluster of pneumonia cases in Wuhan, prevention and control
measures as well as clinical management.

Professor Chan said, "The Government has immediately strengthened local
prevention and control measures in various aspects since receiving the
notification from the NHC on December 31 last year. Measures include
enhancing health surveillance measures at all boundary control points and
referring suspected cases to public hospitals for isolation and treatment.
Furthermore, the Hospital Authority (HA) and the Department of Health (DH)
have already alerted healthcare staff to stay vigilant. Furthermore, "Severe
Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent" has been
included in Schedule 1 of the Prevention and Control of Disease Ordinance
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(Cap. 599) as a notifiable infectious disease, with effect from January 8.
Any suspected case shall be reported to DH's Centre for Health Protection
(CHP) for investigation and follow-up. In light of the newly acquired
information, I have, once again, invited local experts to make the latest
assessment in order to stay alert, get well-prepared and make prompt
responses when necessary."

The HKSAR Government delegation took part in a working seminar arranged
by the Hubei Provincial Center for Disease Control and Prevention to learn
more about the prevention and control of the pneumonia cases infected with
the novel coronavirus, and exchange views with the experts at national,
provincial and municipal levels. Moreover, they had been to the BSL-3
laboratory of the Hubei Provincial Center for Disease Control and Prevention
to understand the laboratory's work of emergency response, disease
surveillance and scientific research.

They also visited the Wuhan Jinyintan Hospital in Wuhan to have face-to-
face communication with the experts at national, provincial and municipal
levels responsible for prevention and control of the outbreak as well as
patients' treatment. It is the designated hospital for medical treatment of
public health emergencies as well as for intensive treatment and isolation of
patients of the pneumonia cases in Wuhan, Hubei Province.

The visit was fruitful in various aspects. In addition to better
understanding of the course of identification, detection, prevention and
control as well as contact tracing, the delegation also obtained further
information of epidemiological investigation of the 41 confirmed pneumonia
cases infected with the novel coronavirus. The information is useful in
enhancing local surveillance. With regard to clinical management, they have a
better understanding of the symptoms, risk factors, co-infection, laboratory
tests, treatment and infection control measures, etc. of this viral
pneumonia.

"The HKSAR Government would like to express sincere gratitude to the NHC
as well as relevant authorities in the Hubei Province and Wuhan. The working
visit has significantly enhanced our understanding on the cluster of
pneumonia cases in Wuhan, which would support the implementation of better
prevention and control measures in Hong Kong," Professor Chan said.

Moreover, the Mainland had earlier successfully isolated the virus and
shared with the World Health Organization the gene sequences. The Public
Health Laboratory Services Branch under DH's CHP is developing specific tests
based on the information of the gene sequences.

Upon grasping further information at the meeting, the experts
unanimously agreed that the surveillance, response, prevention and control
measures adopted by the HKSAR Government is in the right direction. The
Mainland authority has announced the latest investigation results, which
showed that no clear evidence of human-to-human transmission had been
identified so far. But the possibility of limited human-to-human transmission
could not be ruled out. In this connection, Hong Kong should continue to
remain highly vigilant, stay alert and continue to monitor the latest



development in order to step up prevention and control measures. Various
departments should continue to adopt various prevention and control measures
under the Serious Response Level of the Preparedness and Response Plan for
Novel Infectious Disease of Public Health Significance, in a bid to reduce
the public health risk and safeguard public health.

The members of the HKSAR Government delegation are the Under Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr Chui Tak-yi; the Head of Communicable Disease Branch
of the DH's CHP, Dr Chuang Shuk-kwan, and the Chief Infection Control Officer
of the HA, Dr Raymond Lai.

Designated webpage

A dedicated webpage (www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/102465.html) has been set
up by the CHP to provide relevant information and health advice. To address
the public's concern, the CHP will announce the details of cases fulfilling
the reporting criteria
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/enhanced sur pneumonia wuhan eng.pdf) on the above
webpage daily to enhance transparency.

Health advice

To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infection, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:

* Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the

mouth, nose or eyes; after touching public installations such as handrails or
door knobs; or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after
coughing or sneezing;

* Maintain drainage pipes properly and add water to the U-traps regularly to
ensure environmental hygiene;

* Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;

* Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and

* When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

Travel advice

The public should take heed of the health advice below when travelling
outside Hong Kong:
* avoid touching animals (including game), poultry/birds or their droppings;
* avoid visiting wet markets, live poultry markets or farms;
* avoid making close contact with patients, especially those with symptoms of
acute respiratory infections;
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* do not consume game meat and do not patronise food premises where game meat
is served;

* adhere to food safety and hygiene rules such as avoiding consuming raw or
undercooked animal products, including milk, eggs and meat, or foods which
may be contaminated by animal secretions, excretions (such as urine) or
contaminated products, unless they have been properly cooked, washed or
peeled;

e if feeling unwell when outside Hong Kong, especially if having a fever or
cough, wear a surgical mask, inform the hotel staff or tour escort and seek
medical advice at once; and

 after returning to Hong Kong, consult a doctor promptly if having a fever
or other symptoms, take the initiative to inform the doctor of recent travel
history and any exposure to animals, and wear a surgical mask to help prevent
spread of the disease.

FEHD appeals for active participation
in year-end clean-up campaign (with
photos)

To tie in with the tradition of cleaning up before the Lunar New Year,
the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) is conducting a year-end
clean-up campaign across the territory, and appeals to the public for active
participation and efforts to maintain cleanliness in the household, the
community and public places to welcome the coming Lunar New Year.

An FEHD spokesman said today (January 15), "The FEHD launched a three -
week year-end clean-up campaign from December 31 last year, during which
cleansing work and enforcement actions have been stepped up across the
territory to improve environmental hygiene. In light of the cluster of viral
pneumonia cases detected in Wuhan, Hubei Province, the FEHD has further
strengthened the cleaning and preventive measures."

During the campaign, the FEHD has stepped up the cleaning of public
facilities under the department's management including markets, cooked food
centres, hawker bazaars, public toilets and refuse collection points.
Cleaning of problematic illegal refuse dumping spots and other cleanliness
operations has also been enhanced in all districts. In addition, the FEHD has
conducted mosquito and rodent prevention and control operations targeting
places such as old tenement buildings, streets, rear lanes, village houses
and construction sites, according to each district's circumstances. Temporary
junk collection points have been set up for residents to discard large items
of household waste.

The Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, today visited
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the Java Road Market and the Tanner Road Refuse Collection Point in Eastern
District to inspect the cleansing work in the district. She learned that
during the campaign period, FEHD staff has stepped up inspection, cleansing
and disinfection to communal areas and facilities in the market, and reminded
stall tenants to clean up their stalls thoroughly. Besides, cleansing as well
as refuse and bulky waste collection services at the refuse collection points
of the district have also been enhanced.

To ensure the cleanliness of public places, the spokesman said the
department has strengthened enforcement actions and issue fixed penalty
notices to offenders in breach of the Fixed Penalty (Public Cleanliness and
Obstruction) Ordinance for littering, spitting, illegal posting of bills or
posters, feeding of pigeons or other feral birds causing dirtiness to public
places, and dog fouling.

The FEHD has also issued letters to tenants of markets and cooked food
centres of the department as well as licensees of food premises reminding
them to pay attention to hygiene conditions and conduct thorough cleaning of
their premises.

"Maintaining a clean and hygienic community hinges on the co-operation
and participation of everyone," the spokesman added, calling for the
concerted effort of every member of the public to maintain environmental
hygiene and enjoy a clean environment in the coming Lunar New Year.
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Bottled pesto may contain allergen
(peanuts)

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department today (January 15) said that a kind of bottled pesto manufactured
in Italy might contain an allergen, peanuts, but it was not declared on the
product's food label. Consumers who are allergic to peanuts are advised not
to eat the product concerned. The trade should also stop using or selling the
product concerned immediately.

Product details are as follows:

Product name: Tesco Green Pesto

Brand: Tesco

Place of origin: Italy

Packing size: 190 grams per bottle

Best-before dates: All batches dated on or before November 1, 2022

"The CFS, through its Food Incident Surveillance System, noted notices
issued by the UK, Ireland and Singaorean authorities concerned that several
kinds of Tesco pesto products are under recall because they may contain
peanuts but the ingredient is not declared on the food label," a spokesman
for the CFS said.

Upon learning of the incident, the CFS immediately followed up with
major local importers and retailers. Preliminary investigation revealed that
an importer, CR Vanguard (HK) Company Limited, had imported some of the
affected batches of the abovementioned product which were on sale in its
retail outlets. The importer had already stopped sale and removed from
shelves the affected batches of the product upon supplier's notification
earlier on. It has also initiated a recall according to CFS' instructions.
Enquiries about the recall can be made to the vendor's hotline at 2586 3000
during office hours.
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"Peanuts are a known food allergen. Those who are allergic to it may
develop symptoms like vomiting, diarrhoea, asthma and rash upon consumption.
In severe cases anaphylactic shock may even develop," the spokesman said.

He advised consumers who are allergic to peanuts not to consume the
products concerned. Those who feel unwell after consuming them should seek
medical treatment.

The Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap 132W)
require that all prepackaged food for sale in Hong Kong should list out the
food's ingredients in its label. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a
fine of $50,000 and six months' imprisonment.

The CFS will alert the trade, continue to follow up on the incident and
take appropriate action. Investigation is on-going.

Operational event at Taishan Nuclear
Power Station

An operational event at Taishan Nuclear Power Station (TNPS) was
reported on the website of Taishan Nuclear Power Joint Venture Co Ltd
(TNPJVC), a spokesperson for the Security Bureau said today (January 15).

At 6pm on January 6, a component malfunction occurred at a low-voltage
switchboard at Unit 2 of TNPS. The problem was fixed at lam on January 7. The
periodic test of non-faulty switchboard carried out by Station staff during
the repair period, however, did not meet the requirement of the relevant
technical specifications. Timely actions were taken by TNPJVC to report the
situation to the nuclear safety regulatory authority and carry out internal
experience feedback.

During the aforementioned repair and periodic test, Unit 2 of TNPS
remained in a normal and safe condition. Upon investigation, the event was
classified on January 13 as a Level 0 deviation in accordance with the
International Nuclear and Radiological Event Scale and the relevant nuclear
safety regulations, and had no effect on the safe operation of the nuclear
power station, or on the health of the workers, nearby public or the
environment.

a€<TNPJVC has disclosed the details about this event on its website. The
details can be viewed at www.tnpjvc.com.cn (Chinese only).
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