Effective Exchange Rate Index

The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Friday,
January 17, 2020 is 105.5 (down 0.1 against yesterday's index).

Transcript of remarks by STH

Following is the transcript of remarks by the Secretary for Transport
and Housing, Mr Frank Chan Fan, at a media session after attending the
Legislative Council Panel on Transport meeting today (January 17):

Reporter: Could you give us a brief recap in English about the progress of
the Hung Hom Station now that the first phase of the Tuen Ma Line will open
shortly?

Secretary for Transport and Housing: I would like to announce that the Tuen
Ma Line Phase 1 is going to be commissioned on February 14. By that time,
three new stations, including the Hin Keng Station, Diamond Hill Station
Extension as well as Kai Tak Station, will be put into operation. On that
particular day, the Transport Department has arranged with all related public
transport operators to enhance connecting services and there would be
preferential treatment in terms of fare adjustment for those who are
connecting between their residences and the railway stations through other
transport services. This will be welcomed by the public.

Reporter: What about the Hung Hom Station? Any updates on the progress?

Secretary for Transport and Housing: As for the Hung Hom Station, the MTRC
(MTR Corporation Limited) team and its consultants and contractors are
working really hard to expedite the improvement work. The target to have the
Tai Wai to Hung Hom stations fully commissioned is by the end of 2021. Of
course, we would love to have it to be commissioned earlier and it all
depends on how smooth the progress is.

Reporter: So is the progress smooth now?

Secretary for Transport and Housing: It's fairly smooth I would say. As time
goes on, it all depends because weather and all kinds of things would come

up. But the MTRC team and the Government will make every endeavor to expedite
the work and provide railway services to the public at the earliest possible.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)
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Planning Department updates report of
vacant school premises sites reviewed
under Central Clearing House mechanism

The Planning Department (PlanD) today (January 17) updated the report of
vacant school premises (VSP) sites reviewed under the Central Clearing House
(CCH) mechanism. The report is available on PlanD's website
(www.pland.gov.hk) and at PlanD's Planning Enquiry Counters located at North
Point Government Offices and Sha Tin Government Offices.

The latest review report updated the list of VSP sites reviewed under
the CCH mechanism, their recommended long-term uses in planning terms,
contacts of the managing parties and the status of sites up to mid-2019.

Under the CCH mechanism, the PlanD will consider suitable long-term
alternative uses for VSP sites after the Education Bureau has confirmed that
the sites are no longer required for school use. Upon confirmation of the
long-term uses for the VSP sites, the PlanD will inform the departments
concerned of the recommendations for their follow-up as appropriate.

In recent years, the PlanD has reviewed successively the long-term uses
for 233 VSP sites in accordance with the CCH mechanism. Nearly 80 per cent
(180 sites) are recommended for retaining their Government, Institution or
Community (G/IC) use. About 10 per cent (26 sites) are recommended for
residential use, and over half of these (14 sites) are recommended for public
housing development. For the remaining 10 per cent or so (27 sites) which are
former village schools in the New Territories located in village areas, they
are recommended for retaining their uses as village type development, rural
use, open space, etc.

As at the end of June 2019, out of the 233 reviewed VSP sites, there are
43 sites on private land and their utilisation generally depends on private
owners' initiatives having regard to the applicable uses in statutory
planning terms and lease conditions. For the 190 VSP sites on government land
or private land to be surrendered to the Government, 144 sites of these have
been or will be put to long-term uses in accordance with the recommendations
under the CCH mechanism, or have been or will be put to short-term uses
pending implementation of the long-term uses. Another 39 sites pending
implementation of long-term uses are available for applications by non-
governmental organisations or social enterprises for community, institutional
or non-profit making uses on a short-term basis. Members of the public can
contact relevant managing parties for the latest information on these sites.
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CHP urges public to stay vigilant
against infectious diseases during
Lunar New Year holiday

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(January 17) reminded the public to maintain strict hand, personal, food and
environmental hygiene to guard against seasonal influenza and other common
and travel-related infectious diseases in the Lunar New Year holiday, both
locally and when travelling abroad.

A. Seasonal influenza

Hong Kong has already entered the 2019-20 winter influenza season and
seasonal influenza activity has continued to increase in the past week. It is
anticipated that local seasonal influenza activity will continue to rise in
the coming weeks and remain at an elevated level for some time.

Among the respiratory specimens received by the Public Health Laboratory
Services Branch of the CHP, the percentage that tested positive for seasonal
influenza A and B viruses has continued to rise to 17.46 per cent last week
(week ending January 11) from 10.35 per cent in previous week. It was above
the baseline threshold of 9.21 per cent. Among the positive influenza
detections in the past two weeks, the most common subtype was influenza A(H1)
(around 70 per cent), followed by influenza A(H3) (around 27 per cent), while
very few influenza B viruses were detected.

The overall admission rate with principal diagnosis of influenza in
public hospitals further increased to 0.70 per 10 000 population last week
from 0.46 per 10 000 population recorded in the previous week, which was
above the baseline threshold of 0.25.

The number of institutional influenza-like illness outbreaks reported to
the CHP was 39 last week. In the first four days of this week, the CHP
recorded 53 outbreaks. Among these 92 outbreaks (affecting 443 persons), the
majority occurred in kindergartens/child care centres (41), followed by
primary schools (29), residential care homes for the elderly (nine),
residential care homes for persons with disabilities (five), secondary
schools (three) and others (five).

As it takes about two weeks to develop antibodies, members of the public
are advised to receive seasonal influenza vaccination (SIV) early for
protection against seasonal influenza.

A spokesman for the CHP said, "Besides high-risk groups such as the
elderly, children and persons with chronic illnesses, healthy people may also
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contract influenza and develop complications. Noting that the vaccination
rate among people aged 50 to 64 is lower compared with other groups, we

appeal to those in the age group to receive SIV early via the Vaccination
Subsidy Scheme to safeguard the health of themselves and their families."

Globally, influenza activity continued to increase in the temperate zone
of the northern hemisphere. The winter influenza season is under way in the
United States (US), Canada, Europe, the United Kingdom (UK), Japan, Mainland
China, Macao and Taiwan.

The spokesman reminded those who have plans to travel during the Lunar
New Year to pay special attention to the influenza situations of their travel
destinations before departure. Travellers to areas with high influenza
activity should adopt appropriate personal protective measures and take heed
of personal hygiene and may consider putting on surgical masks when staying
in crowded or poorly ventilated public places.

B. Severe respiratory disease associated with a novel infectious agent

Severe respiratory disease associated with a novel infectious agent
refers to pneumonia cases associated with the novel coronavirus occurring in
Wuhan, Hubei Province. According to risk assessment of the World Health
Organization (WHO), the reported link of this cluster of pneumonia to a
wholesale fish and live animal market could indicate an exposure link to
animals. To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infection, the public
should maintain good personal hygiene at all times and keep both hands clean.
In particular, when travelling outside Hong Kong, they should:

e Avoid visiting hospitals. If it is necessary to visit a hospital, put on
a surgical mask and observe strict personal and hand hygiene;

e Avoid touching animals (including game), poultry/birds or their
droppings;

e Avoid visiting wet markets, live poultry markets or farms;

e Avoid making close contact with patients, especially those with symptoms
of acute respiratory infections;

e Do not consume game meat and do not patronise food premises where game
meat is served.

C. Measles

There has been a global resurgence of measles since 2018. In 2019,
outbreaks occurred in some places that had achieved measles elimination, such
as Japan, Macao, New Zealand, the UK and the US. The incidence in some
neighbouring countries was at a very high level last year, including New
Zealand, the Philippines and Thailand. The large outbreak in the Philippines
has resulted in over 42 000 cases in 2019. Among the 91 measles cases
recorded in Hong Kong last year, 40 (44 per cent) were classified as imported
cases including six cases affecting foreign domestic helpers (FDHs) working
in Hong Kong.



The spokesman said, "Vaccination is the most effective way to prevent
measles. To boost the community's herd immunity against measles, the CHP
launched a one-off mop-up programme to provide free measles vaccination to
FDHs working in Hong Kong last year. Eligible FDHs are urged to use the
opportunity to receive measles vaccination to protect themselves, their
families and their employers' families before the programme ends on February
15. For details and appointment methods, please visit the CHP's
website www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/102004.html."

Public who are planning to travel to places with a high incidence or
outbreaks of measles should review their vaccination history and past medical
history, especially people born outside Hong Kong who might not have received
measles vaccination during childhood. Those who have not received two doses
of measles-containing vaccines, with unknown vaccination history or with
unknown immunity against measles are urged to consult a doctor for advice on
vaccination at least two weeks before departure.

The spokesman reminded that pregnant women and women preparing for
pregnancy who are not immune to measles as well as children aged under 1 year
who are not due for the first dose of the measles, mumps and rubella-combined
vaccine under the Hong Kong Childhood Immunisation Programme should not
travel to places with outbreaks of measles.

D. Middle East Respiratory Syndrome

The public should pay attention to cases of Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) abroad. Countries in the Middle East, particularly Saudi
Arabia, continue to report MERS cases from time to time, and travellers
should refrain from going to farms, barns or markets with camels and avoid
contact with sick persons and animals, especially camels. Most of the cases
reported in the Middle East had history of exposure to camels, consumption of
camel milk or contact with other MERS patients.

"From time to time, suspected MERS cases reported to the CHP for
investigation involved patients with a history of contact with camels in the
Middle East. The CHP strongly advises travel agents organising tours to the
Middle East to abstain from arranging camel rides and activities involving
direct contact with camels, which are known risk factors for acquiring MERS
Coronavirus," the spokesman said.

E. Dengue fever

From January 10 to 16, the CHP recorded three imported dengue fever (DF)
cases. The patients had been to Vietnam (two cases) and the Philippines (one
case) during the incubation period.

As of January 16, a total of seven cases of DF had been recorded in
2020, all of which were imported cases from countries including the
Philippines (four), Vietnam (two) and Thailand (one). In 2019, 198 cases were
recorded (comprising 197 imported cases and one local case).
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The CHP has been closely monitoring the latest DF situation in
neighbouring and overseas areas. DF is endemic in many tropical and
subtropical areas of the world. According to the WHO, some Asian countries
were experiencing unusually high numbers of DF cases in 2019. The numbers of
cases in some countries, including Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam, were significantly higher than the numbers in 2018.

To prevent mosquito-borne diseases, travellers should wear loose, light-
coloured, long-sleeved tops and trousers and apply insect repellent
containing DEET to clothing or exposed parts of the body. Travellers
returning from areas affected by DF and Zika virus infection should apply
insect repellent for 14 days or at least 21 days respectively upon arrival in
Hong Kong.

F. Food poisoning

"In the festive season, food and environmental hygiene are the keys to
preventing food poisoning. While some may cook for the Family Reunion Dinner
and the New Year Feast, some may choose poon choi takeaway as an alternative.
When collecting and transporting poon choi, make sure it is kept at above 60
degrees Celsius. Before consuming poon choi, it should be reheated thoroughly
till the core temperature reaches at least 75 degrees C," the spokesman said.
More information on the healthy tips for enjoying poon choi can be found on
the CHP website.

When consuming party food or hot pot in gatherings during the festive
season, the public should consume thoroughly washed and cooked food. For
shellfish, the shells should be well scrubbed and the internal organs removed
before consumption. Never use raw eggs as a dipping sauce. Use different
chopsticks to handle raw and cooked food to avoid cross-contamination. For
more food safety tips, please visit the webpage of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department's Centre for Food Safety.

For more details of the above infectious diseases, please visit the
CHP's pages on seasonal influenza, severe respiratory disease associated with
a _novel infectious agent, measles, MERS, dengue fever and food poisoning.
Those planning to travel can also visit the Travel Health Service's
website for the latest travel health news and advice.

Public reminded not to bring in
endangered species without required
licence (with photos)

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) and the


https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/static/90048.html
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/consumer_zone/consumer_zone_5_Keys_to_Food_Safety.html
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/consumer_zone/consumer_zone_5_Keys_to_Food_Safety.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/14843.html
https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/102465.html
https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/102465.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/content/9/24/31.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/26511.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/38847.html
http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/healthtopics/content/24/43.html
http://www.travelhealth.gov.hk/eindex.html
http://www.travelhealth.gov.hk/eindex.html
http://www.government-world.com/public-reminded-not-to-bring-in-endangered-species-without-required-licence-with-photos-2/
http://www.government-world.com/public-reminded-not-to-bring-in-endangered-species-without-required-licence-with-photos-2/
http://www.government-world.com/public-reminded-not-to-bring-in-endangered-species-without-required-licence-with-photos-2/

Hong Kong Customs today (January 17) reminded travellers not to bring
endangered species into Hong Kong without a required licence when returning
from visits to other places.

Under the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants
Ordinance (Cap. 586), the import, export, re-export or possession of
endangered animals and plants, including their parts and/or derivatives, are
subject to control under a licensing system.

An AFCD spokesman noted that more than 700 seizures were made at customs
checkpoints in 2019. Some commonly encountered examples are American ginseng,
orchids (including artificially propagated species such as the moth orchid),
ivory, live reptiles, pangolin scales and dried seahorses.

The spokesman stressed that as some plant and animal species are facing
the threat of extinction due to over-exploitation, the import and export of
such species are regulated under an international convention. The penalties
under the Ordinance have been increased since May 2018 to provide a stronger
deterrent. Any person found guilty of contravening the licensing
requirements, even for non-commercial purposes, is liable to a maximum fine
of $10,000,000 and imprisonment for 10 years. The specimens will also be
forfeited upon conviction. The AFCD and Customs will continue to work closely
and step up their enforcement work in combating the illegal trade in
endangered species.

As the Chinese New Year is drawing near, the AFCD appeals to travellers
to pay more attention when buying plant and animal products as souvenirs
abroad. "Since the new penalties came into effect, penalties laid by the
court were significantly increased and we have observed a considerable number
of imprisonment sentences. For example, a traveller was sentenced to an
imprisonment of two weeks for illegal import of an ivory bracelet into Hong
Kong while another traveller was sentenced to four weeks' imprisonment for
illegal import of 30 grams of sea turtle accessories. As it might not be easy
to know which wildlife souvenirs are from endangered species, travellers are
advised not to buy such items if they are not sure if the items are subject
to control," said the spokesman.

For details of the controls on endangered species, please call 1823 or
visit the website www.cites.hk.
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