
CHP investigates additional imported
case of novel coronavirus infection

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
is today (January 31) investigating one additional imported case of novel
coronavirus infection. The public is again urged to maintain strict personal,
food and environmental hygiene both locally and during travel.
 
     The patient is a 39-year-old man who lives in Block 1, Site 11, Whampoa
Garden with underlying illness. He developed myalgia since January 29 and
started having fever today. He sought treatment at the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital today where he was admitted for isolation and management. He is in a
stable condition. His respiratory sample was tested positive for novel
coronavirus.
 
     The CHP has immediately commenced epidemiological investigations and
conducted relevant contact tracing. According to the patient's information,
he took High-Speed Rail from Hong Kong to Wuhan (G306) on January 21 and from
Changshanan to Hong Kong (G79) on January 23.
 
     Investigations revealed that he neither visited any health care
facilities, wet market or seafood market, nor had any exposure to wild
animals during the incubation period. His mother, wife, daughter, son and
domestic helper are asymptomatic and will be transferred to quarantine centre
for quarantine. Investigations are ongoing.
 
     The CHP will report the case to the World Health Organization (WHO),
National Health Commission (NHC), Health Commission of Guangdong Province and
the health authority of Macao.
 
     So far, 13 confirmed cases are reported in Hong Kong. The CHP is
continuing its epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing.
The CHP is also closely monitoring a number of overseas cases and conducting
related contact tracing.
 
     For the 12th case which was confirmed yesterday, the CHP's
investigations revealed that a male taxi driver who had driven the 75-year-
old male patient should be regarded as a close contact. The driver who had
driven the patient and his wife from the junction at the bus stop outside
Hong Shun Building, Cheung Hong Estate in Tsing Yi to Princess Margaret
Hospital at around 3.15pm to 3.30pm on January 24 is urged to call the CHP's
hotline.
 
     Quarantine will be arranged for close contacts while medical
surveillance will be arranged for other contacts. For the progress on the
contact tracing of the cases, please see annex.
 
     The CHP has set up a hotline (2125 1122) for the cases, which operates
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from 8am to 9pm daily to answer public enquiries. As at 4pm yesterday, a
total of 2053 calls were received.
 
     A dedicated webpage (www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/102465.html) has been
set up by the CHP to provide relevant information and health advice on Severe
Respiratory Disease associated with a Novel Infectious Agent. Information of
the latest notifications received from the Mainland and overseas will be
updated to the CHP website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/statistics_of_the_cases_novel_coronavirus_infection
_en.pdf) daily at 9am and 6pm to help the public grasp information on the
affected countries/areas.
 
     A spokesman for the CHP said, "The CHP will continue to maintain its
liaison with the NHC, WHO and the relevant health authorities, and closely
monitor the situation for risk assessment."
 
     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infection, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:
 
• Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including hand hygiene
before wearing and after removing a mask;
• Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes; after touching public installations such as handrails or door knobs;
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;
• Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a liter of water into each drain outlet (U-traps) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
• Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
• When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.
 
     The public should take heed of the health advice below when travelling
outside Hong Kong:
 
•Do not travel to Hubei Province where community transmission of novel
coronavirus is occurring;
•Avoid close contact with persons with fever or respiratory symptoms in
countries/areas with possible community transmission of novel coronavirus
infection. If it is unavoidable to come into contact with them, put on a
surgical mask and continue to do so until 14 days after returning to Hong
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Kong;
• Avoid visiting hospitals. If it is necessary to visit a hospital, put on a
surgical mask and observe strict personal and hand hygiene;
• Avoid touching animals (including game), poultry/birds or their droppings;
• Avoid visiting wet markets, live poultry markets or farms;
• Avoid making close contact with patients, especially those with symptoms of
acute respiratory infections;
• Do not consume game meat and do not patronise food premises where game meat
is served;
• Adhere to food safety and hygiene rules such as avoiding consuming raw or
undercooked animal products, including milk, eggs and meat, or foods which
may be contaminated by animal secretions, excretions (such as urine) or
contaminated products, unless they have been properly cooked, washed or
peeled;
• If feeling unwell when outside Hong Kong, especially if experiencing a
fever or cough, wear a surgical mask, inform the hotel staff or tour escort
and seek medical advice at once; and
• After returning to Hong Kong, consult a doctor promptly if experiencing a
fever or other symptoms, take the initiative to inform the doctor of any
recent travel history and any exposure to animals, and wear a surgical mask
to help prevent spread of the disease.
 
     Hong Kong residents returning from the Mainland should take note of the
following health advice:

• Members of the public returning to Hong Kong from the Mainland should stay
home as far as possible if circumstances allow. Those who need to go out
should wear a surgical mask for 14 days after returning to Hong Kong;
• Hong Kong residents who have visited Hubei Province in the past 14 days
should wear a surgical mask immediately and approach staff of the DH's Port
Health Division upon arrival. They will be sent to a quarantine centre for
observation after a health assessment.
• Hong Kong residents who had been to Hubei Province in the past 14 days but
have already returned to Hong Kong should wear a surgical mask immediately
and contact the DH for arrangement to be sent to a quarantine centre for
observation.
 

Police take enforcement actions
against rioters building barricades in
vicinity of Prince Edward Road West

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

http://www.government-world.com/police-take-enforcement-actions-against-rioters-building-barricades-in-vicinity-of-prince-edward-road-west/
http://www.government-world.com/police-take-enforcement-actions-against-rioters-building-barricades-in-vicinity-of-prince-edward-road-west/
http://www.government-world.com/police-take-enforcement-actions-against-rioters-building-barricades-in-vicinity-of-prince-edward-road-west/


Please broadcast the following message as soon as possible and repeat it at
suitable intervals:

     Masked rioters gathering outside Mong Kok Police Station built
barricades and paralysed traffic in the vicinity of Prince Edward Road West
and Portland Street at around 9.30pm today (January 31). In face of these
criminal acts, Police had to intervene and took resolute enforcement actions
to halt the unlawful road blockage.

     Police express strong condemnation over these selfish and violent acts
which totally neglect public safety and order.

 

Public hospital daily update on Wuhan-
related cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:
      
     As at noon today (January 31), public hospitals had reported to the
Department of Health (DH) the admission of 86 patients (40 male and 46
female, aged 12 months to 90) in the past 24 hours who met the reporting
criteria of severe respiratory disease associated with a novel infectious
agent. Specimens of the patients concerned have been sent to the DH for
testing. There are still 138 patients under isolation.
      
     In response to the confirmed case of novel coronavirus with unidentified
source of infection, the Hospital Authority (HA) today convened an ad hoc
meeting of the Central Committee on Infectious Diseases and Emergency
Responses to conduct risk assessment of the situation and discuss the need to
strengthen infection control measures.
      
     The patient concerned attended the Accident and Emergency Department of
Princess Margaret Hospital on January 24 and was admitted to the hospital for
treatment. The HA has implemented the "Enhanced Laboratory Surveillance"
scheme since January 13 to conduct tests on novel coronavirus for pneumonia
patients meeting the relevant criteria. As the clinical condition of the
patient's pneumonia had not improved after receiving three days of treatment,
the hospital conducted the test accordingly.
      
     Upon the confirmatory diagnosis of the patient, the hospital supported
the Centre for Health Protection to carry out related follow-up and confirmed
that healthcare staff concerned had been wearing appropriate personal
protective equipment, and no staff member was listed as close contacts and
required quarantine.
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     As a precautionary measure, the hospital has conducted novel coronavirus
for a healthcare worker with respiratory symptoms and the result is negative.
The hospital will continue to closely monitor the staff and patients
involved.
      
     The HA will also further extend the coverage of the "Enhanced Laboratory
Surveillance" scheme to all pneumonia inpatients, and strengthen infection
control and isolation arrangements to tie in with the extended coverage.
      
     1. In addition to the existing isolation wards, public hospitals will
set up "Surveillance Wards".
     2. All inpatients with pneumonia are required to stay in the isolation
wards or "Surveillance Wards" until the test results for novel coronavirus
are available.
     3. Laboratories in the seven hospital clusters have secured the rapid
test reagents, which can avail the novel coronavirus test results within
hours.
     4. All healthcare staff in the isolation wards and the "Surveillance
Wards" are required to wear a full set of personal protective equipment to
enter the ward to take care of the patients.
      
     The related measures can reduce the risk of the novel coronavirus
pneumonia patients in general wards, and can effectively prevent the spread
of the virus.
      
     The HA will maintain close contact with the Centre for Health Protection
to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public and healthcare
workers on the latest information in a timely manner.

Continuation of special arrangements
for LegCo Secretariat

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

     The Legislative Council (LegCo) Secretariat announced today (January 31)
that special arrangements for the LegCo Secretariat will be implemented until
next Sunday (February 9) in order to reduce the risk of the spread of the
novel coronavirus in the community. 
 
     All public services in the LegCo Complex, including the Public
Complaints Office, Library and Archives will be suspended.  The Footbridge
Entrance of the Complex will also be closed temporarily.
 
     Secretariat staff are not required to return to the offices but to work
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from home, except those who provide support services to the meetings of LegCo
Committees, maintain basic operation of the Secretariat and who are on
security duty.
 
     Meanwhile, the meeting arrangement of LegCo Committees is subject to
change.  Members of the public may refer to the "LegCo Calendar" on the LegCo
Website (www.legco.gov.hk) or the "Calendar" on the LegCo Mobile App for the
latest details of meetings.
 
     The aforementioned measures will be implemented tentatively until next
Sunday (February 9). The Secretariat will review these measures and make
further announcements in due course.

CHP investigates a case of severe
paediatric influenza A infection

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (January 31) investigating a case of severe paediatric influenza A
infection and reminded the community to heighten vigilance against influenza.
 
     The case involves a 5-year-old girl with good past health, who has
presented with cough and runny nose since January 21. She developed fever on
January 23 and was admitted to the Union Hospital on the same day. She was
discharged on the next day. She later developed shortness of breath on
January 29. She attended a private general practitioner on January 30 and was
later brought to the Accident and Emergency Department at Prince of Wales
Hospital for medical attention and was subsequently transferred to the
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit of the hospital on the same day for further
management. Her nasopharyngeal swab tested positive for
influenza A (H1) virus upon laboratory testing. The clinical diagnosis was
influenza A infection complicated with pneumonia. She is now in serious
condition.
 
     Initial enquiries revealed that the patient had not received a seasonal
influenza vaccination (SIV) for this season and had no travel history during
the incubation period. The patient's father has had upper respiratory tract
infection recently. Her other home contacts have remained asymptomatic so
far.

     The CHP's investigations are ongoing.

     A spokesman for the CHP said, "Hong Kong has already entered the 2019-20
winter influenza season and seasonal influenza activity is expected to remain
at an elevated level for some time. Members of the public aged six months or
above who have not yet received influenza vaccination, particularly children,

http://www.legco.gov.hk/
http://www.government-world.com/chp-investigates-a-case-of-severe-paediatric-influenza-a-infection-3/
http://www.government-world.com/chp-investigates-a-case-of-severe-paediatric-influenza-a-infection-3/


the elderly and those with underlying illnesses, are advised to receive an
SIV as early as possible to better protect themselves in the coming winter
influenza season against influenza A and B infections. It takes about two
weeks for antibodies to develop in the body after vaccination."

     The 2019/20 seasonal influenza vaccination programmes, including the
Vaccination Subsidy Scheme and the Government Vaccination Programme, have
been launched. As well, the SIV school outreach has been regularised to allow
all primary schools to join, and has been extended to kindergartens, child
care centres and kindergarten-cum-child care centres as a pilot.

     "Influenza can cause serious illnesses in high-risk individuals and even
healthy persons. Given that influenza vaccines are safe and effective, all
persons aged six months or above, except those with known contraindications,
are recommended to receive an SIV for personal protection. Vaccinations among
family members is key to protecting their personal and family health," the
spokesman said.

     The public should maintain good personal and environmental hygiene for
protection against influenza and other respiratory illnesses:
 
• Receive an SIV for personal protection;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water properly whenever possibly
contaminated;
• When hands are not visibly soiled, clean them with 70 to 80 per cent
alcohol-based handrub as an effective alternative;
• Wash or clean hands frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, or after touching public installations such as handrails or door
knobs;
• Cover the nose and mouth when sneezing or coughing, and wash hands
thoroughly afterwards;
• Dispose of soiled tissue paper properly in a lidded rubbish bin;
• Put on a surgical mask when respiratory symptoms develop;
• Maintain good indoor ventilation;
• Avoid going to crowded or poorly ventilated public places; high-risk
individuals may consider putting on surgical masks when staying in such
places; and
• Maintain a balanced diet, exercise regularly, take adequate rest, do not
smoke and avoid overstress.

     The public may visit the CHP's influenza page and weekly Flu Express for
more information.
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