Over $10 billion in environmental
projects outlined in Budget (with
photo/video)

The Environment Bureau today (February 27) presented the details of more
than $10 billion in environmental projects and over $3 billion in relief
measures outlined in the 2020-21 Budget, to mitigate climate change, improve
air quality, support waste reduction and recycling as well as enhance
environmental protection and provide financial relief to the relevant sector.

Environmental projects totalling more than $10 billion

The Secretary for the Environment, Mr Wong Kam-sing, said, "The
Government proposes an allocation of more than $10 billion to implement
various measures to further strengthen environmental protection. To promote
popularisation of electric vehicles (EVs), $2 billion of this amount will be
earmarked for launching a pilot scheme to subsidise the installation of EV
charging-enabling infrastructure in car parks of existing private residential
buildings."

The subsidy scheme, expected to be launched in the second half of this
year, would help tackle technical and financial challenges encountered by
owners of car parks in private residential buildings in installing EV
charging-enabling infrastructure. The initial assessment is that the scheme
will help equip some 60 000 private parking spaces with EV charging-enabling
infrastructure within three years.

"On mapping out diversified applications for EVs, we have also set aside
$80 million to launch a pilot scheme for electric public light buses (e-
PLBs). We are examining suitable e-PLBs for local use, and will formulate
relevant technical guidelines. Furthermore, the Government will update 'A
Clean Air Plan for Hong Kong', in which policies on further promoting the use
of EVs as well as Hong Kong's first roadmap on the popularisation of EVs will
be explored and formulated," Mr Wong added.

Meanwhile, the ex-gratia payment scheme for phasing out pre-Euro IV
diesel commercial vehicles (DCVs) will end by the middle of this year,
thereby scrapping nearly 80 000 DCVs. Mr Wong said that the Government is
preparing to allocate another $7.1 billion for the ex-gratia payment scheme
in the second half of this year, which aims to phase out about 40 000 Euro IV
DCVs.

To reduce emissions from ferries, the Government has also earmarked $350
million to launch a pilot scheme for electric ferries serving in-harbour
routes and explore the feasibility of using new energy ferries to replace
traditional ones in the long run. It is estimated that one electric ferry
will be allocated for each of the four in-harbour route operators, with


http://www.government-world.com/over-10-billion-in-environmental-projects-outlined-in-budget-with-photo-video/
http://www.government-world.com/over-10-billion-in-environmental-projects-outlined-in-budget-with-photo-video/
http://www.government-world.com/over-10-billion-in-environmental-projects-outlined-in-budget-with-photo-video/

trials expected to commence in 2022-23.

On improving the regional environment, the Government, in order to
encourage Hong Kong-owned factories to adopt cleaner production technologies
to sustain regional environmental benefits from emission reductions and
energy saving, has earmarked around $300 million to extend the Cleaner
Production Partnership Programme, scheduled to finish by end of this March,
for another five years until March 2025.

On mitigating climate change, the Government earlier invited the Council
for Sustainable Development to conduct a public engagement exercise on Hong
Kong's long-term decarbonisation strategy. The Council is analysing the views
collected, which will be a reference for the Government in developing a long-
term decarbonisation strategy for Hong Kong. During the public engagement
process, it was observed that the community generally supported increasing
public resources to develop decarbonisation technologies and the expedition
of low-carbon transformation. The Government therefore proposes to set up a
$200 million Green Tech Fund (GTF) to further promote the research and
development (R&D) and application of decarbonisation and green technologies,
so as to facilitate the community in advancing decarbonisation and enhancing
environmental protection.

Introducing the GTF, Mr Wong said, "Priority would be given to R&D
themes including decarbonisation and energy saving, green transport, waste
management as well as air and water quality improvement. The GTF may fund
large projects of up to $30 million each for up to five years. We aim to
invite the first round of applications by the end of this year."

To enhance the recycling volume, quality and value of local waste paper
and to promote the sustainable development of the industry, Mr Wong said that
the Government has proposed an allocation of about $300 million each year to
implement waste paper collection and recycling services. These services will
help stabilise the recycling volume and the price of local waste paper. This
would in turn help safeguard around 5 000 jobs in the recycling industry. The
Environmental Protection Department will appoint contractors through open
tender to collect waste paper from all local districts for filtering,
sorting, baling and exporting with a view to turning waste paper into
resources. The scheme is expected to commence in the second half of this
year.

More than $3 billion further added to relief measures

In the face of the current economic difficulties and the impact of the
outbreak of the COVID-19 epidemic, Mr Wong said that the Government has also
proposed to extend a number of measures to support the trade. Those measures
concerning the Environment Bureau involve a total of more than $3 billion.

As for relief measures for electricity charges, the Government announced
last December some $2.3 billion in provisions to provide an electricity
subsidy to each eligible non-residential electricity account holder so as to
cover 75 per cent of their monthly billed electricity charges for four



months, subject to a monthly cap of $5,000 per account. The Financial
Secretary announced in his Budget Speech that the subsidy would be increased
by about $2.9 billion, with the validity period extended from four months to
eight months. A total of some 430 000 non-residential electricity account
holders will benefit.

On relief measures regarding sewage charges, the Government announced
last December a provision of some $120 million to waive 75 per cent of sewage
charges for non-domestic accounts for four months. The Financial Secretary in
his Budget Speech further proposed that an extra $120 million sewage charge
be waived by extending the waiver period from four months to eight months in
total. Some 250 000 non-domestic accounts will benefit from this, subject to
a monthly cap of $12,500 per account.

Other measures include an extension of rental reduction arrangements of
50 per cent for eligible tenants of EcoPark, country park refreshment kiosks
and Hong Kong Wetland Park for another six months until this September. It
involves an additional $7 million and will benefit more than 20 tenants.

The Advisory Committee on the Recycling Fund has decided to extend the
six-month "One-off Rental Support Scheme", which was launched last year, for
another six months to one year in total. It involves an additional funding of
some $100 million, and will benefit about 500 recycling street-corner stores
and 400 recycling sites, with each receiving a monthly rental subsidy capped
at $25,000. In addition, the recycling fund will allocate an extra sum of
$100 million to support the recycling industry to fight against the epidemic.
Details will be announced by the Advisory Committee at a later date.
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The 2020-21 Budget

SWD launches Child Care Centre Special
Grant

The Social Welfare Department (SWD) today (February 27) launched a Child
Care Centre Special Grant to provide assistance to aided and non-aided child
care centres (CCCs) to help tide over financial difficulties arising from the
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suspension of their services due to the COVID-19 epidemic. The special grant
is one of the items approved yesterday by the Anti-epidemic Fund Steering
Committee.

In view of the prolonged suspension of service or provision of limited
service of CCCs as part of the strategy to contain the COVID-19 epidemic
since late January, coupled with financial hardships that some parents may
face under the current economic situation, there is concern that parents may
choose to withdraw their children from CCCs' service. Some CCCs may not be
able to sustain their operation due to the significantly reduced revenue from
service fees. To help CCCs tide over the financial difficulties, the SWD
launched the special grant. CCCs are encouraged to correspondingly adjust
downwards the monthly fee to alleviate parents' financial burden.

The special grant would be given to aided and non-aided CCCs, including
CCCs attached to kindergartens for children aged 0 to 3. The amount of grant
per CCC will be based on the size of its enrolment (i.e. number of children)
as at January 15, 2020, and whether its service is a full-day or half-day
operation. The SWD has issued emails to aided and non-aided CCCs today to
invite them to apply for the special grant.

Once the application is confirmed, the first payment covering the months
of February and March will be arranged in March 2020, and the payments for
April and May 2020 will be made on a monthly basis. The arrangement beyond
May 2020 will be subject to the epidemic and to CCCs' operational conditions
nearer the time.

Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at noon today (February 27), public hospitals had reported to the
Department of Health the admission of 69 patients (31 male and 38 female,
aged 4 months to 90) in the past 24 hours who met the reporting criteria of
COVID-19. Appropriate tests have been arranged for the patients.

There are 135 patients under isolation currently. So far, 26 patients
who had COVID-19 infection have been discharged upon recovery.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
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SCMA explains to ethnic minorities
measures to fight COVID-19 (with
photos)

The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr Patrick Nip,
visited the Islamic Union of Hong Kong today (February 27) and met with the
ethnic minorities (EM) from the Union to explain to them Hong Kong's anti-
epidemic measures. He also appealed to the EM community to stand
together with the Government to fight the epidemic.

In a meeting with Union representatives, Mr Nip briefed them on the
Government’s measures against COVID-19, the latest infection situation in
Hong Kong and related health information. He also listened to their sharing
on the impact of the epidemic on their daily life, and presented to them
promotional leaflets on health education as well as surgical masks. Mr Nip
said that owing to the epidemic, members of the public have been facing
difficulty in sourcing masks. In view of this, the Government has been
sending the masks donated by various sectors to non-government organisations
for them to distribute to underprivileged groups. At the same time, the
Government will continue to increase the overall supply of surgical masks
through a multi-pronged approach.

Mr Nip also introduced to them the thematic website on COVID-19
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/index.html) set up by the Government to enhance
the dissemination of epidemic information. The website integrates news
updates from related government bureaux and departments, provides the latest
updates on COVID-19, such as figures relating to the epidemic, measures
undertaken by bureaux and departments, clarifications made and public health
education information, as well as various practical information. To enable
the EM to keep abreast of the latest updates, some website content has been
translated into different languages, including Hindi, Nepali, Urdu, Thai,
Bahasa Indonesia, Tagalog, Sinhala, Bengali and Vietnamese. The EM can also
make use of interpretation services provided by the Centre for Harmony and
Enhancement of Ethnic Minority Residents to obtain the relevant health
information if necessary.

Mr Nip said that the Government would keep up the effort to disseminate
anti-epidemic information to the EM in a timely manner. He also appealed to
members of the public to support the Government's anti-epidemic work by
reducing social contacts, including refraining from going to crowded places
and attending social gatherings, and staying home as much as possible to
minimise the risk of the spread of the disease.
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Import of poultry meat and products
from areas in Poland and Vietnam

suspended

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (February 27) that in view of a notification from
the General Veterinary Inspectorate, Poland about outbreaks of highly
pathogenic H5N8 avian influenza in the Gliwicki District of A3lA..skie,
Kedzierzynsko-kozielski District of Opolskie, and Sieradzki District, Lowicki
District, Lodzki Wschodni District and Poddebicki District in Lodzkie in
Poland, and a notification from the World Organisation for Animal Health
(OIE) about outbreaks of highly pathogenic H5N6 avian influenza in Binh Duong
Province, Ninh Binh Province, Thai Binh Province and Hai Phong city in
Vietnam, the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of poultry
meat and products (including poultry eggs) from the above areas with
immediate effect to protect public health in Hong Kong.

A CFS spokesman said that Hong Kong has currently established a protocol
with Vietnam for the import of poultry eggs but not for poultry meat.
According to the Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong imported about
975 000 poultry eggs from Vietnam, and about 17 720 tonnes of frozen poultry
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meat and 34.26 million poultry eggs from Poland last year.

"The CFS has contacted the Polish and Vietnamese authorities over the
issues and will closely monitor information issued by the OIE and the
relevant authorities on the avian influenza outbreaks. Appropriate action

will be taken in response to the development of the situation," the spokesman
said.



