
Update of postal services suspension
in some areas in Italy

     Hongkong Post announced today (March 5) that, as updated by the postal
administration of Italy, due to the implementation of precautionary measures
against the spread of COVID-19, all mail delivery services (including
Speedpost) between areas with the following postcodes and Hong Kong are still
suspended until further notice.
 

Area Postcode
Bertonico 26821
Castiglione d'Adda 26823
Terranova dei Passerini 26827
Casalpusterlengo 26841
Castelgerundo 26844
Codogno 26845
Maleo 26847
San Fiorano 26848
Fombio 26861
Somaglia 26867
Vo' 35030

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Thursday,
March 5, 2020 is 106.4 (same as yesterday's index).

Special traffic arrangements for Ching
Ming Festival on Hong Kong Island

     Police will implement special traffic arrangements on Hong Kong Island
to facilitate grave sweepers, and to ensure smooth vehicular traffic
movements and pedestrian safety during Ching Ming Festival.
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Chai Wan
——–

A. Road closure

Phase I

     Vehicles will be allowed to use Cape Collison Road east of Lin Shing
Road from 7am to 7pm daily on March 7, 14, 21 and 28, April 18, 19, 25, 26
and 30, and May 2 and 3. Special traffic arrangements in Phase II may be
implemented when necessary.

Phase II
     
     The following roads will be closed between 7am and 7pm daily on March 8,
15, 22 and 29, April 10 to 13, and May 1:

– The slip road leading from Cape Collinson Road to the Garden of Remembrance
and Crematorium, except for hearses and funeral vehicles;
– The slip road leading to Chai Wan Chinese Permanent Cemetery;
– Wan Tsui Lane;
– Cape Collinson Road east of Lin Shing Road, except for green minibus (GMB)
route 18M, hearses, funeral vehicles and vehicles with permit;
– Cape Collinson Road west of Lin Shing Road, except for franchised buses,
GMB routes 16A, 16M and 16X, hearses, funeral vehicles and vehicles with
permit;
– Southbound Lin Shing Road, except for franchised buses, GMB routes 16A,
16M, 16X and 18M, hearses, funeral vehicles, vehicles with permit, and
vehicles heading to Wan Tsui Estate; – Northbound Lin Shing Road, except for
GMB route 18M, hearses, funeral vehicles and vehicles with permit; and
– If necessary, the leftmost lane of northbound Wan Tsui Road between Chai
Wan Road and Fei Tsui Road.

     Depending on traffic condition, taxis and public light buses (PLBs) may
be allowed to enter Lin Shing Road and turn right to Cape Collinson Road.

     Special traffic arrangements in Phase III may be implemented when
necessary.

Phase III

     The following roads will be closed between 7am and 7pm daily on April 4
and 5:

– The slip road leading from Cape Collinson Road to the Garden of Remembrance
and Crematorium, except for hearses and funeral vehicles;
– The slip road leading to Chai Wan Chinese Permanent Cemetery;
– Wan Tsui Lane;
– Cape Collinson Road east of Lin Shing Road, except for hearses, funeral
vehicles and vehicles with permit;
– Cape Collinson Road west of Lin Shing Road, except for franchised buses,
GMB routes 16A, 16M and 16X, hearses, funeral vehicles and vehicles with
permit;



– Southbound Lin Shing Road, except for franchised buses, GMB routes 16A, 16M
and 16X, hearses, funeral vehicles, vehicles with permit, and vehicles
heading to Wan Tsui Estate; and
– If necessary, the leftmost lane of northbound Wan Tsui Road between Chai
Wan Road and Fei Tsui Road.

B. Traffic diversions

     In connection with the above road closures, the following roads will be
re-routed:

– Cape Collinson Road between its slip road to Crematorium and Shek O Road
will be re-routed one-way westbound; and
– Eastern section of Wan Tsui Road between Chai Wan Road and Fei Tsui Road
will be re-routed one-way westbound.

C. No parking

     No parking will be permitted along the following roads:

– Cape Collinson Road;
– Lin Shing Road;
– Shek O Road between Lai Chi Rehabilitation Centre and Tai Tam Road;
– Wan Tsui Road;
– The lay-by along Shek O Road; and
– The lay-by along Tai Tam Road between Shek O Road and Tai Tam Tuk
Reservoir.

     Taxis, PLBs and private cars cannot enter Lin Shing Road for Cape
Collinson Road, except for vehicles gaining access to Wan Tsui Estate. They
will be allowed to drop off passengers at the PLB stand on Fei Tsui Road near
the junction with Wan Tsui Road.

     PLBs cannot pick up/set down passengers along Wan Tsui Road between Chai
Wan Road and Lin Shing Road.

     Depending on traffic conditions, PLBs may not be allowed to enter Tai
Tam Road from Chai Wan Road.

Pok Fu Lam
———–

     Consort Rise between Victoria Road and Bisney Road will be re-routed
one-way southbound from 7am to 5pm daily on March 21, 22, 28 and 29, and
April 4, 5, 11 and 12.

Aberdeen
———

     The following roads will be closed between 7am and 6pm daily on March
21, 22, 28 and 29, and April 4, 5, 11 and 12:

– Peel Rise in the vicinity of the Aberdeen Chinese Permanent Cemetery; and



– The slip road from Shek Pai Wan Road leading to the Aberdeen Chinese
Permanent Cemetery.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precinct of the above
areas may be towed away without prior notice.

     Actual implementation of the traffic arrangements will be made depending
on traffic and crowd conditions in the areas. Motorists are advised to
exercise tolerance and patience and take heed of instructions of the Police
on site.

Illegal worker jailed

     A Vietnamese illegal worker holding a recognisance form was jailed by
Shatin Magistrates' Courts yesterday (March 4).

     During operation "Twilight" conducted on March 2, Immigration Department
(ImmD) investigators raided a garbage room of a private housing estate in
Chai Wan. A male Vietnamese, aged 50, was arrested while working as a garbage
worker. Upon identity checking, he produced for inspection a recognisance
form issued by the ImmD, which prohibits him from taking employment. Further
investigation revealed that he was a non-refoulement claimant. An employer
suspected of employing the illegal worker was also arrested and investigation
is ongoing.

     The illegal worker was charged at Shatin Magistrates' Courts yesterday
with taking employment after landing in Hong Kong unlawfully and remaining in
Hong Kong without the authority of the Director of Immigration or while being
a person in respect of whom a removal order or deportation order was in
force. He pleaded guilty to the charge and was sentenced to 15 months'
imprisonment. Meanwhile, he was also charged with one count of using a forged
Hong Kong identity card and was sentenced to 15 months' imprisonment. All
sentences are to run concurrently, making a total of 15 months' imprisonment.

     The ImmD spokesman warned that, as stipulated in section 38AA of the
Immigration Ordinance, illegal immigrants or people who are the subject of a
removal order or a deportation order are prohibited from taking any
employment, whether paid or unpaid, or establishing or joining in any
business. Offenders are liable upon conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000
and up to three years' imprisonment. The Court of Appeal has issued a
guideline ruling that a sentence of 15 months' imprisonment should be applied
in such cases. Under the prevailing laws, it is an offence to use or possess
a forged Hong Kong identity card or a Hong Kong identity card related to
another person. Offenders are liable to prosecution and a maximum penalty of
a $100,000 fine and up to 10 years' imprisonment.

     The spokesman reiterated that it is a serious offence to employ people
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who are not lawfully employable. The maximum penalty is imprisonment for
three years and a fine of $350,000. The High Court has laid down sentencing
guidelines that the employer of an illegal worker should be given an
immediate custodial sentence. According to the court sentencing, employers
must take all practicable steps to determine whether a person is lawfully
employable prior to employment. Apart from inspecting a prospective
employee's identity card, the employer has the explicit duty to make
enquiries regarding the person and ensure that the answers would not cast any
reasonable doubt concerning the lawful employability of the person. The court
will not accept failure to do so as a defence in proceedings. It is also an
offence if an employer fails to inspect the job seeker's valid travel
document if the job seeker does not have a Hong Kong permanent identity card.
The maximum penalty for failing to inspect such a document is imprisonment
for one year and a fine of $150,000.

     Under the existing mechanism, the ImmD will, as a standard procedure,
conduct an initial screening of vulnerable persons, including illegal
workers, illegal immigrants, sex workers and foreign domestic helpers, who
are arrested during any operation with a view to ascertaining whether they
are trafficking in persons (TIP) victims. When any TIP indicator is revealed
in the initial screening, the officers will conduct a full debriefing and
identification by using a standardised checklist to ascertain the presence of
TIP elements, such as threat and coercion in the recruitment phase and the
nature of exploitation. Identified TIP victims will be provided with various
forms of support and assistance, including urgent intervention, medical
services, counselling, shelter, temporary accommodation and other supporting
services. The ImmD calls on TIP victims to report crimes to the relevant
departments.

LegCo Finance Committee meeting

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

     The Legislative Council (LegCo) Finance Committee will hold a meeting
from 10am to 1pm and 2.30pm to 7pm tomorrow (March 6) in Conference Room 1 of
the LegCo Complex.
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