
Public urged to report flooding

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at suitable
intervals:

     Members of the public are advised to report any street flooding that
comes to their notice to the Drainage Services Department by calling the 24-
hour drainage hotline on 2300 1110.

CHP investigates 10 additional cases
of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 8pm yesterday (March 17), the CHP is investigating 10
additional confirmed cases of COVID-19, taking the number of cases to 168 in
Hong Kong so far (comprising 167 confirmed cases and one probable case).

     The 159th case involves a 69-year-old male with underlying illness who
developed diarrhea and muscle pain since March 15. He attended the Accident
and Emergency (A&E) Department at Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) on March 16
and was admitted for treatment. His respiratory sample was tested positive
for COVID-19 virus and he is now in stable condition. The patient and his
wife travelled to London in the United Kingdom, Barcelona in Spain and Paris
in France between March 3 and 12. They departed Paris on flight CX260 by
Cathay Pacific on March 12 and arrived Hong Kong on March 13. The patient had
been staying alone at his office in Harvest Moon House, 337-339 Nathan Road,
Yau Ma Tei since returning to Hong Kong. His wife is asymptomatic and will be
arranged for quarantine.
 
     The 160th case involves an 18-year-old female who has good past health.
She lives in Palm Drive, Redhill Peninsula in the Southern District and
studies in Switzerland. She developed cough and sore throat since March 9.
She consulted a private practitioner on March 16 and was referred to Pamela
Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital for treatment and admission. Her
respiratory sample was tested positive for COVID-19 virus yesterday and she
is now in stable condition. She took flight BA0733 (economy class cabin) by
British Airways from Geneva in Switzerland to London in the United Kingdom on
March 14 and took flight BA33 (economy class cabin) by British Airways from
London to Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia arriving Kuala Lumpur on March 15. She
then departed Kuala Lumpur on flight MH78 (economy class cabin) by Malaysia
Airlines arriving Hong Kong on the same day. The patient's parents, younger
brother, elder sister and domestic helper are asymptomatic and will be
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arranged for quarantine.
  
     The 161st case involves a 37-year-old female flight attendant who has
good past health and lives in Block 4, Tuen Mun Town Plaza. She developed
fever and sore throat since March 12 and consulted a private practitioner on
the same day. She was found to be symptomatic at a clinic on March 16 when
obtaining her medical report and was subsequently transferred to the United
Christian Hospital. Her respiratory sample was tested positive for COVID-19
virus and she is now in stable condition. Her boyfriend who lives with her is
asymptomatic and will be arranged for quarantine. The patient worked at the
flight CX315 (business class cabin) by Cathay Pacific from Hong Kong to
Madrid in Spain on March 7 and the flight CX320 (business class cabin) by
Cathay Pacific from Madrid on March 10 and arrived Hong Kong on March 11
respectively.
 
     The 162nd case involves a 36-year-old male with underlying illness who
lives in Tower 7, the Coronation, Yau Ma Tei. He developed fever and cough
since March 12 and consulted a private practitioner on March 13. He attended
the A&E Department at QEH on March 14. His deep throat saliva sample was
tested positive for COVID-19 virus yesterday and was admitted to QEH for
management. He is now in stable condition. The patient had no travel history
during the incubation period. His wife who lives with him is symptomatic and
was hospitalised. Investigations revealed that the patient had a meal
gathering with friends on March 9. Among his friends, one man who had
travelled to Switzerland between February 29 and March 8 had developed fever
and cough on March 9. The man had been transferred to hospital for testing.
     
     The 163rd case involves a 30-year-old woman who lives in Emerald Garden,
86 Pok Fu Lam Road. She has good past health but developed runny nose on
March 11 and increased general malaise on March 15. She attended Queen Mary
Hospital (QMH) on March 16 and was admitted for treatment. Her respiratory
sample was tested positive for COVID-19 virus yesterday and she is now in a
stable condition. The patient departed Hong Kong on February 27, and
travelled to Paris and London. He arrived Hong Kong on March 6. Her husband
who lives with her has developed symptoms and has been admitted to QMH, while
her domestic helper who also lives together is asymptomatic and will be
arranged for quarantine.

    The 164th case involves a 21-year-old man who has good past health and
studies in London. He developed cough on March 10 and was referred to Kwong
Wah Hospital by the Port Health Division of the DH upon arrival at the Hong
Kong International Airport on March 16. His respiratory sample was tested
positive for COVID-19 virus on March 16. He was transferred to QEH and is now
in stable condition. The patient travelled from London to Kuala Lumpur in
Malaysia by flight BA0033 by British Airways (economy class cabin) on March
15, and then from Kuala Lumpur by flight CX5734 by Cathay Pacific (economy
class cabin) arriving Hong Kong on March 16.ã€€

    The 165th case involves a 24-year-old man who has good past health who
worked earlier in Copenhagen, Denmark. He developed mild shortness of breath
and diarrhea since March 5 and sore throat since March 16. The patient was



referred to Princess Margaret Hospital (PMH) by the Port Health Division upon
arrival at the Hong Kong International Airport on March 16. His respiratory
sample was tested positive for COVID-19 virus yesterday and he is now in
stable condition. The patient travelled from Copenhagen to Paris and
Barcelona from February 29 to March 10. He returned to Copenhagen on March 10
and departed to Doha, Qatar by flight QR160 by Qatar Airways (economy class
cabin) on March 15, and then from Doha by flight QR818 by Qatar Airways
(economy class cabin) arriving Hong Kong on March 16.ã€€
     
     The 166th case involves a 27-year-old man who has good past health and
studies in London. He developed cough on March 10 and was referred to Caritas
Medical Centre by the Port Health Division of the CHP upon arrival at the
Hong Kong International Airport on March 16. His respiratory sample was
tested positive for COVID-19 virus yesterday. He was transferred to PMH and
is now in stable condition. The patient travelled from London by flight BA27
by Cathay Pacific (business class cabin) arriving Hong Kong on March 16.ã€€
      
     The 167th case involves a 25-year-old male flight attendant, with good
past health, who lives in Choi Wah House, Choi Fai Estate, Ngau Chi Wan. The
patient is asymptomatic and attended the East Kowloon General Out-patient
Clinic on March 16 as he was informed by his company that there were
confirmed cases on a flight he had served. His deep throat saliva specimen
was tested positive for COVID-19 virus yesterday. The patient will be
admitted to United Christian Hospital for treatment and is now in stable
condition. The patient worked at the flight CX812 (business class cabin) by
Cathy Pacific from Hong Kong to Boston on March 5 and stayed at Boston for a
few days. He then worked at the flight CX811 (business class cabin) by Cathy
Pacific from Boston returning to Hong Kong on March 10, during which he
served two passengers who later became confirmed patients (the 147th and
148th cases). His parents who live with him are asymptomatic and will be
arranged for quarantine.
      
      The 168th case involves a 43-year-old man with good past health, who
lives alone in Tower 2, the Zenith, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai. The
patient developed cough since March 9, and blocked nose and headache since
March 14. He attended the Violet Peel General Out-patient Clinic on March
16 and his deep throat saliva specimen was tested positive for COVID-19 virus
yesterday. The patient was admitted to Prince of Wales Hospital for
treatment yesterday and is now in stable condition. He visited Austria from
March 4 to 11 and took the flight LX138 (business class cabin) from Zurich in
Switzerland by Swiss International Airlines returning to Hong Kong on March
11. Investigations revealed that while in Austria he met a friend who was
later a confirmed case of COVID-19 in Finland.
     
     Passengers who travelled in the same cabin of the same flights with
patients of the confirmed cases are urged to call the CHP hotline.

     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. Quarantine will be arranged for close
contacts while medical surveillance will be arranged for other contacts. For
the progress on the contact tracing of the cases, please see the annex.



       
     A spokesman for the CHP said, "In view of proliferation of the disease
and continuous increase in the number of cases reported around the world,
members of the public are strongly urged to avoid all non-essential travel
outside Hong Kong.
 
     "Meanwhile, according to our epidemiological investigations, clusters
are observed in the local community involving large meal gatherings and other
gatherings. Members of the public are urged to go out less and reduce social
activities such as meal gatherings or other gatherings, and maintain an
appropriate social distance with other people as far as possible."
 
     The spokesman said, "The CHP strongly urges the public to maintain at
all times strict personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal
protection against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in
the community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a
surgical mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or
staying in crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently,
especially before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.
 
     "As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly, and regularly pour water into
drain outlets (U-traps); cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in
use; after using the toilet, they should put the toilet lid down before
flushing to avoid spreading germs."
 
     The CHP will report the cases to the World Health Organization, National
Health Commission, Health Commission of Guangdong Province, relevant health
authorities and the Hospital Authority.
 
     The CHP has set up a hotline (2125 1122) for public enquiries. The
hotline operates from 8am to midnight daily. As at 4pm yesterday, a total of
36 803 calls were received.
 
     Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on the COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates.
 
     To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infection, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:
 
• Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including hand hygiene
before wearing and after removing a mask;
• Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or door knobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;
• Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
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about half a liter of water into each drain outlet (U-traps) to ensure
environmental hygiene;
• Cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use;
• After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;
• Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
• Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and
• When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.
 

Government follows up test results on
environmental samples of Heng Tai
House

     The Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health had earlier
conducted epidemiological investigations of the three cases of COVID-19 in
Heng Tai House, Fu Heng Estate in Tai Po, which covered the environmental
samples collected from various locations at Heng Tai House. The Government
today (March 17) released the test results of the environmental samples.
Among the 12 samples collected from the two relevant units of the confirmed
cases and the rooftop, four of them were tested positive. Two samples are
collected near the water closet of the confirmed case's unit on the 32nd
floor; a sample near the water closet of the confirmed case's unit on the
34th floor; and another inside the open end of the rooftop ventilating pipe
of the foul water stack of Unit 13.

      The Development Bureau, the Environment Bureau, the Food and Health
Bureau, the Transport and Housing Bureau, the Buildings Department, the
Environmental Protection Department, the Department of Health and the Housing
Department convened an interdepartmental meeting this morning to examine the
test results.

      A Government spokesman said, "the building, drainage system and
ventilating pipe designs of Heng Tai House comply with the requirements of
the Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123), related regulations as well as
environmental and health safety standards. According to the preliminary
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analysis, the virus found near the water closets inside the units of
confirmed cases is very likely to be remained after the patients using the
toilet. With regard to the virus found inside the rooftop ventilating pipe of
the foul water stack, it is suspected that the height difference between the
rooftop parapet of Unit 13 and Unit 14 might be relatively conducive to cause
wake effect in the re-entrant of top floors in Heng Tai House. However, the
combination of various environmental factors, including building orientation,
roof design, wind speed and direction, etc. is essential in bringing the
virus into residential units from the rooftop ventilating pipe of the foul
water stack by air turbulence. Even if the wake effect might have occurred,
the relevant Government departments considered the circumstances as isolated
case and is uncommon.

     "For safety sake, the Government will set up an inter-departmental
expert group as soon as possible to follow up the above issue. The Government
will inspect and collect information of the relevant ventilating pipes of the
buildings where confirmed cases were recorded earlier, the current situation
of their nearby environment as well as any other relevant information to
facilitate the expert group's further investigation and examination. The
expert group will also make improvement recommendations and measures in
accordance with the investigation results to safeguard public health."

     The inter-departmental expert group comprises representatives of the
Development Bureau, the Environment Bureau, the Food and Health Bureau, the
Transport and Housing Bureau, the Architectural Services Department, the
Buildings Department, the Drainage Services Department, the Electrical and
Mechanical Services Department, the Environmental Protection Department, the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department, the Department of Health, the
Housing Department, and the Water Supplies Department.

     The Government advises members of the public to maintain drainage pipes
properly and regularly pour about half a litre of water into each drain
outlet (U-traps) to ensure environmental hygiene. After using the toilet,
they are advised to put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs. If residents of units on top floors notice faeces odour from
time to time and there are confirmed cases at their building, they should
close the windows of the relevant rooms. They may also put disinfection
tablets into flushing water cistern of the water closet to keep foul water
stack clean. When they go to rooftop, they should wear masks and avoid
approaching near or touching the open end of the rooftop ventilating pipe of
the foul water stack.

Fatal traffic accident in Kwun Tong

     Police are investigating a fatal traffic accident in Kwun Tong this
afternoon (March 17) in which a 75-year-old woman died.
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     At about 4.05pm, a heavy goods vehicle (HGV) driven by a 42-year-old man
was travelling along Shung Shun Street southbound. Upon reaching the junction
of Lei Yue Mun Path and Shung Shun Street, it reportedly knocked down the 75-
year-old woman who was crossing the road.

     Sustaining serious injuries, the woman was rushed to United Christian
Hospital in unconscious state and was certified dead at 4.40pm.

     The HGV driver was arrested for dangerous driving causing death and is
being detained for further enquiries.

     Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, Kowloon East
is underway.

     Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers on 2305 7500 or 2305 7570.

DH to further extend health quarantine
arrangements on inbound travellers
from overseas

     Following the Security Bureau's announcement today (March 17) that in
view of the health risks arising from the persistent and rapid increase in
the number of COVID-19 cases globally, the Red Outbound Travel Alert (OTA)
has been issued on all overseas countries/territories based on public health
considerations, the Department of Health (DH) will extend health quarantine
arrangements on inbound travellers arriving from all countries/territories
accordingly and demand them to undergo compulsory quarantine.
      
     Starting from 0.00am on March 19, the DH's Port Health Division officers
will issue quarantine orders for compulsory quarantine to people arriving in
Hong Kong who have been to all overseas countries/territories in the past 14
days, regardless of whether they are Hong Kong residents.
 
     Meanwhile, the quarantine measures announced earlier for people arriving
in Hong Kong who have been to Daegu and Gyeongsangbuk-do in Korea, Iran, and
Emilia-Romagna, Lombardy and Veneto regions in Italy, as well as Hong Kong
residents returning from Hubei Province in the past 14 days to stay in a
quarantine centre for quarantine remain unchanged. According to the
Compulsory Quarantine of Certain Persons Arriving at Hong Kong Regulation
(Cap. 599C) , the measures of issuing quarantine orders to all people
entering Hong Kong from the Mainland, regardless of whether they are Hong
Kong residents, and to demand them to stay at home or other accommodation for
a 14-day compulsory quarantine also remain unchanged.
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     The risk in all overseas countries/territories is high currently. As the
surveillance method is different, it is not possible to assess the risk based
on the number of confirmed cases reported. The Centre for Health Protection
of the DH will update the list of places with active community transmissions
of COVID-19 under the reporting criteria for suspected cases to include all
overseas countries/territories. 
               
     In view of proliferation of the disease and continuous increase in the
number of cases reported around the world, members of the public are again
strongly urged to avoid all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong. For the
situation of various countries/areas, please refer to
the information uploaded onto the "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).

https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/statistics_of_the_cases_novel_coronavirus_infection_en.pdf
http://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/

