
Universities’ global appeal flourishes

     The Government's doubling of the enrolment ceiling for non-local
students at government-funded post-secondary institutions to 40 per cent from
the 2024-25 academic year is aiding the city's push to become an
international educational hub. The Secretary-General of the University Grants
Committee, Professor James Tang, believes that such a move helps local
students in appreciating and understanding diverse cultures while attracting
talent to Hong Kong.

     News.gov.hk spoke to three non-local students to learn about their
reasons for choosing to study in Hong Kong and their experiences in doing so.
Meanwhile, Professor Tang outlined various measures being taken to support
the development of post-secondary education.

     The story is available at www.news.gov.hk/eng/feature from today (June
8) in text and video format.

InvestHK to deepen economic ties with
Canadian investors and businesses
(with photo)

     â€‹Associate Director-General of Investment Promotion at Invest Hong
Kong (InvestHK) Mr Charles Ng will commence his duty visit to Canada from
June 8 to 14 to deepen economic ties with Canadian investors and businesses.
      
     "Hong Kong and Canada have long shared a strong and mutually beneficial
investment relationship. In 2023, Canada ranked eighth among the major
sources of inward direct investment into Hong Kong, contributing over US$34
billion. At the same time, Hong Kong made outward direct investment of around
US$10 billion to Canada, reflecting the deep economic ties and two-way
confidence between our markets," Mr Ng said. "Hong Kong will continue to play
its unique role as both a 'super connector' and a value creator, bridging
traditional and emerging markets and unlocking new opportunities for Canadian
businesses."
      
     During his visit to Waterloo, Toronto and Montreal, Mr Ng will meet with
investors, family offices, multinationals, Canadian start-ups, academia and
business leaders to explore new opportunities for collaboration and showcase
Hong Kong's unique advantages as a launchpad for Asian expansion. Key
discussions will focus on leveraging the city's strategic gateway position to
Mainland China and its business-friendly environment for scaling operations.
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     Mr Ng will host exclusive roundtables for entrepreneurs and Canada-Hong
Kong ecosystem partners to highlight Hong Kong's strengths in wealth
management and cross-border investment solutions. He will also participate in
networking events to promote Hong Kong FinTech Week x StartmeupHK Festival
2025, inviting Canadian investors and entrepreneurs to visit Hong Kong
November 3 to 7, engage with Asia's dynamic markets, and experience the
opportunities Hong Kong offers firsthand.
      
     Hong Kong and Canada have established longstanding and strong ties
across trade, investment, tourism, and cultural exchanges. This relationship
was further strengthened by the Investment Promotion and Protection
Agreement, which came into effect in September 2016, providing Canadian and
Hong Kong investors with a transparent and secure environment to foster
cross-border investment. In 2023, Canada ranked as Hong Kong's ninth largest
services trading partner, with bilateral trade growing at an average annual
rate of 2.2 per cent from 2019 to 2023.

  

CHP reminds public on precautions
against heat stroke during very hot
weather

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (June 8) reminded members of the public, particularly those undertaking
outdoor activities, to take heed of necessary measures against heat stroke
and sunburn in very hot weather.
     
     "The public should carry and drink plenty of water to prevent
dehydration while engaging in outdoor activities," a spokesman for the CHP
said.

     "Those engaged in strenuous outdoor activities should avoid beverages
containing caffeine, such as coffee and tea, as well as alcohol, as they

https://gia.info.gov.hk/general/202506/08/P2025060600751_photo_1305303.jpg
http://www.government-world.com/chp-reminds-public-on-precautions-against-heat-stroke-during-very-hot-weather-448/
http://www.government-world.com/chp-reminds-public-on-precautions-against-heat-stroke-during-very-hot-weather-448/
http://www.government-world.com/chp-reminds-public-on-precautions-against-heat-stroke-during-very-hot-weather-448/


speed up water loss through the urinary system," the spokesman explained.

     "Infants and children, the elderly, pregnant women, those with chronic
illnesses such as heart disease or high blood pressure, outdoor/manual
workers, and individuals who are overweight are more vulnerable to heat
stroke. They should pay special attention," the spokesman added.

     The public should adopt the following precautions:
 

Wear loose and light-coloured clothing to reduce heat absorption and
facilitate sweat evaporation and heat dissipation;
Avoid vigorous exercise and prolonged activities like hiking or trekking
as heat, sweating and exhaustion can place additional demands on the
physique;
Perform outdoor activities in the morning or the late afternoon, if
possible;
For indoor activities, open all windows, use a fan or use air-
conditioning to maintain good ventilation;
Do not stay inside a parked vehicle; and
Reschedule work to cooler times of the day if feasible. If working in a
hot environment is inevitable, introduce shade in the workplace where
practicable. Start work slowly and pick up the pace gradually. Move to a
cool area for rest at regular intervals to allow the body to recuperate.

     
     â€‹The public should also note the latest and the forecast Ultraviolet
(UV) Index released by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO). When the UV Index is
high (6 or above):
 

Minimise direct exposure of the skin and the eyes to sunlight;
Apply a broad-spectrum water-resistant sunscreen product with a sun
protection factor (SPF) of at least 30 or higher when participating in
outdoor activities. Reapply every two hours if you need to stay outdoors
for a prolonged period, or after swimming, sweating or towelling off;
While using DEET-containing insect repellents for personal protection
against mosquito-borne diseases, apply sunscreen first, then insect
repellent;
Seek shade;
Wear UV-blocking sunglasses;
Wear long-sleeved and loose-fitting clothes; and
Wear a wide-brimmed hat or use an umbrella.

    
     â€‹If symptoms develop, such as dizziness, headache, nausea, shortness
of breath or confusion, rest and seek help immediately, and seek medical
advice as soon as possible.
     
     â€‹The public may obtain more information from the DH's Health Education
Infoline (2833 0111), heat stroke page and UV radiation page; the HKO's Dial-
a-Weather (1878 200), latest weather report and forecast, UV Index and
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weather information for hiking and mountaineering; and press releases of the
Labour Department on precautions against heat stroke for outdoor workers and
their employers when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force.

Very Hot Weather Warning issued

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     The Hong Kong Observatory has issued the Very Hot Weather Warning.

     To prevent heat stroke, avoid prolonged activities outdoors.

     If engaged in outdoor work or activities, wear a wide-brimmed hat and
light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in shaded areas as much as
possible.

     Drink plenty of water, and avoid beverages containing caffeine or
alcohol.

     If you feel sick, consult a doctor right away.

Government steps up efforts in
handling water incidents at Queen’s
Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court (with
photos/video)

     The Government attaches great importance to the water incidents at
Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court. Under the supervision of the Deputy
Financial Secretary, Mr Michael Wong, relevant policy bureaux and departments
have commenced work promptly to follow up on the four directives put forward
by the Chief Executive after a high-level steering meeting yesterday (June 6)
to implement 10 specific tasks.
      
     The Government has set up an expert group comprising three experts from
the Drinking Water Safety Advisory Committee (DWSAC), namely the Chairman of
the DWSAC, Dr Chan Hon-fai, Mr Chung Chi-ming, and Mr Chan Chi-ming. The
expert group will continue to advise on the traceability work of the incident
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and ensure the investigation results are scientific and objective.
      
     The Secretary for Development, Ms Bernadette Linn, together with the
Director of Water Supplies, Mr Roger Wong, and the three members of the
expert group, visited the upstream location of the water supply network for
Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court today (June 7) to inspect the screen
filter and learn about the upcoming work at the location of the pipe. The
Government briefed the expert group on the assessment that the section of
steel pipe with bitumen protective coating on the inner wall at the upstream
water supply network at Ping Che Road, which is about 400-metre-long and 600
millimetres in diameter, is believed to be the source of sediments in the
water at Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court. The expert group considered
the assessment reasonable.
      
     The WSD will continue to deepen the traceability work, using advanced
technologies, such as robots, to detect the condition of the bitumen coating
inside the pipe, so as to further ascertain the specific cause of the
incident. An investigation report of the incident will be submitted to the
DWSAC for review within two weeks.
      
     Ms Linn said that the WSD will first replace a section of 400-metre-long
steel water pipe with bitumen protective coating on the inner wall at the
upstream and the works will commence within this year. The WSD will
immediately start the preparation work. At present, non-bitumen protective
coating is used on the inner wall of over 90 per cent of water pipes in Hong
Kong. For the 700-kilometre-long water pipes with bitumen protective coating
on the inner wall, the WSD has installed over 1 000 screen filters at
suitable locations, and will review, in accordance with the risk-based
approach, whether it is necessary to install extra screen filters at other
locations. The WSD will formulate a longer-term plan for the replacement of
water pipes and will submit a proposal to the Development Bureau for review.
      
     While stepping up the traceability work, the WSD has increased the
frequency of water testing. Water samples are collected daily from water
tanks at Queen's Hill Estate (comprising seven buildings, a community centre
and a shopping mall) and Shan Lai Court (six buildings) for testing to
closely monitor water quality. The testing results are released on the WSD's
website daily. To ensure residents can feel at ease when consuming water, the
WSD will continue to arrange water tanks for the estates to provide temporary
water supply. The WSD will also promptly address any inquiries received (the
WSD's 24-hour hotline: 2824 5000). The District Officer will strengthen
communication with the WSD and the Housing Department (HD) and will
immediately follow up on any complaints from residents.
      
     Prompt arrangement has been made by the HD to thoroughly clean again the
water tanks in every building of Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court
within the next seven days. The HD installed a total of 22 high-efficiency
filtration devices at the ground-level water inlets of all 13 buildings in
Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court. These devices will be inspected twice
daily to ensure proper operation. The expenses for these measures will be
fully borne by the Government.



      
     The HD will display the WSD's daily water test results in the lobby of
each building in Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court, with daily updating.
If residents observe any issues with water quality, they can call the Queen's
Hill Estate management office (Tel: 2537 0001) or the Shan Lai Court
management office (Tel: 2713 9530) and provide their contact information. The
management office will follow up by contacting residents and conducting on-
site inspections.
      
     The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Home Affairs Department
(HAD), together with District Council (DC) members and volunteers from Care
Teams (CT), have conducted over 100 visits and gathered cases for referral
over the past week, demonstrating through concrete actions their care for the
residents of Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court over the drinking water
incident and its impact on their daily lives.
      
     The HYAB and the HAD will gather over 50 persons comprising DC members,
members of the “three district committees” of the North District, and the six
sub-teams of the North District CTs, along with staff members of the HD, to
conduct home visits today and tomorrow. The visits will include following up
with households previously sought assistance in relation to the incident on
their current water usage conditions, and making immediate referrals where
necessary. The team reached over 850 households during today's visit; the
majority of these households acknowledged water quality has substantially
improved. Additionally, three street booths will be set up at key locations
in Queen's Hill Estate and Shan Lai Court to provide residents with the
latest updates and practical information, as well as to register residents'
cases for assistance.
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